
While COSATU has 
been busy discussing 
this year's living wage 
campaign, many 
COSATU workers have 
been fighting for a living 
wage. The 10.000 OK 
Bazaars workers, who 
fought the bosses for 11 
long weeks, are an 
outstanding example. 

From December to 
Febuary. from Cape 
Town to Pietersburg, in 
big cities and small 
towns. OK workers 
stood together and said 
with one voice : ' We 
will not work until you 
pay us a living wage". 

The stnke has shown 
us how to fight, what 
weapons to use and 
how we can win. 

OK workers first 
turned to their own 
class strength by 
mobilising a national 
strike The strike was 
strengthened by 
occupying the company 
canteens and 
organising 
demonstrations m the 
shops. Later OK 
workers turned to the 
COSATU workers for 
solidarity. FAWU 
factories, especially, 
refused to handle 
supplies to OK 

Pickets were 
organised and local 
solidarity groups 
formed to encourage 
people not to buy at OK 
Consumer shopper 
demonstrations 
happened COSATU 
affiliates and 

international trade 
unions raised funds for 
the strikers. COSATU 
and CCAWUSA 
organised a national 
Anglo ShopStewards 
Council to deepen 
blacking action and put 
pressure on their own 
bosses. 

Using workers 
weapons such as 

these, the heroic OK 
workers took a big step 
forward towards a living 
wage. COSATU will 
have to follow their 
example if we are to 
mobilise the strength 
and solidarity we need 
to succeed. 

At the end of March 
mass living wage rallies 
will be held in every 
region. These will be 
the first in a process of 
mass mobilisation for a 
living wage. May Day 
and June 16th are 
other highpoints of 
mobilisation tor our 
campaign 

The main demands 

the campaign will be 
mobilised around are ; 
* A living wage for all 

* 40 hour week 
without loss of pay 

* May Day. June 
16th and Sharpeville 
Day as paid public 
holidays 

' No tax 
deductions 

' A minimum of 6 
months paid maternity 
leave 

' An end to the 
hostel system and 
decent housing near 
our work 

* The right to 
decent education and 
training 



OK 

WORKERS 

SPEAK 

F O U R O K 
W O R K E R S FROM 
DIFFERENT STORES 
SPOKE TO COSATU 
N E W S S E V E N 
WEEKS INTO THE 
STRIKE 

O N O U R 
S I T U A T I O N AT 
HOME 

My family is MY 
children and my mother. 
Then I got my young 
brothers and sisters at 
home. I am ihe only 
breadwinner. They support 
mc in the struggle because 
they know if I doni get the 
money, what ore rhcy 
going to cat. 

Tvc got three children, 
my moihcr my mother-in-
law and my husband. My 
mother is staying at home 
and my daughter is 
attending school. I have to 
pay school fees, school 
clothes, buy food, do 
everything for them. Right 
now my daughters doing 
grade 2.1 had to delay with 
school fees so she couldn't 
go to school. The only 
person who is working is 
my husband. Up to now I 
don't know what to do. 
My family ts standing by 
me* all of them. 

I am a widow. I have 2 
children. My life since 84 
has been tough. I lost my 
father tn 84, my husband 
in 85 and my mother last 
year July. Ive got a new 
house which is empty 
inside. Times are hard. But 
I always believe that God 
provides. There arc always 
good samariuns. Someone 
will meet you and say "I 
believe you arc on strike" 
and give you R2. At least I 
have a fare to come to our 
meeting every day. At 
night people will give you 
something to cook. We 
believe that what we are 
doing is for our own good, 
because even if we arc at 
work, with the salary we 
arc getting from OK we 

still can't cope • We can't 
manage to the end of the 
month. There is this thing 
called OK money - where 
we can borrow from the 
company to buy only food. 

By the end of the month 
our debt is so much that 
most of our money is 
going back to them and 
there is nothing left for rent 
and so on. We arc working 
for OK, using our 
strength, and the little 
money that we get is still 
going back to them. 

O N W O M E N 
WORKERS 

Most workers at Ok 
arc worn en workers and 
most are breadwinners. II 
you are a women you have 
got many problems, Bui 
women are very brave. The 
women is the one who 
carries the knife at the 
sharp point. We donl 
easily get discouraged 

The men arc always 
behind. In our plant they 
sent the police to come and 
arrest all our shop 
stewards. There was a 
women who was 7 months 
pregnant at that time. She 
stood right in front of the 
police. They had guns and 
all that and dogs. She 
stood in front of them and 
told them thai until they 
release our comrades she is 
not going to listen to the 
management or the police. 
They said you are going to 
get a baby in jail. She said 
"To shit with you" . Then 
they grabbed her. She said 
"Ok I am going with you 
until you release them" 
And then all wc women 
went to jail. All the men 
were retreating by that 
lime. 

I remember when wc 
started. The men were 
saying; "We don't like to 
go for this smjggle because 
wc haven't got any money 
in the bank". So I asked 
one : "Why have you gol 
no money 'in the bank?", 
He u id : *lm getting such 
small money". I 'said ; 
"And then, you doni warn 

to suuggic to get an 
increase? . He said ;*No". 
He was afraid. 

Th i s s t r ike has 
strengthened our unity -
unify between men and 
women. Wc arc brothers 
and sisters Whatever wc 
have wc share. You feci 
that the more we are 
united, the stronger wc 
become. 

LESSONS FROM 
THE STRIKE 

Wc have Icarni a lot 
about our bosses tn this 
strike. They are working 
hand in hand wtth the state. 
They do not care for the 
workers. They arc paying 
their casuals more then 
they pay us. They arc 
paying private security 
enough to have paid us 
what we are wanting. It's 
not that they don't have 
money to pay. They just 
don't care for workers. 
They've hanassed us with 
police. It was a battle 
between the company and 
the workers. So why call 
police ? Even some of the 
police, they feel what the 
company is dotng is 
wrong. 

We don't have leaders in 
our struggle. Wc all 
participate. Wc feci the 
pain all of us. 

If OK doesn't want to 
give us our money they 
better close their stores. 
Then wc will suffer like 
everybody. 

We thought the strike 
would be long - the way 
we know OK bosses * but 
we never thought it would 
go this long. Wc thought it 
would take about three 
weeks. We know our 
company is very hard * 
they take lime to give in. 

The last time I was on 
strike was in 1982 for 8 
days for recognition of the 
union. We didn't really 
win that strike* 

Ok ts not a store. Its a 
force. When we ask for 
money they want lo put us 
in jail. Wc arc fighting for 
our rights and wc have a 
right to do thai. They arc 
giving us peanuts and they 
have a lot of money. When 
wc strike they bring in 
students and pay them 
more. So whats this about 
no money. 

We have come to the 
point where wc arc saying 
no lo exploitation. Who is 

making them profits? Wc 
arc the people who make 
the money. 

ON SOLIDARITY 
Picketing does a good 

job, When wc were at 
Eloff street no-one was 
going into the store. They 
got mad and they took us 
and locked us right uisidc 
the shop. Wc asked them: 
"Since when is OK a jail*. 
What they arc trying to do 
is to break CCAWUSA 
into pieces by arresting 
everyone for picketing. It 
cost a lot of money. Wc 
have stopped it now 
because a lot of comrades 
have been detained. 

A lot of people arc 
supporting us by not 
buying at OK. The bosses 
are feeling the pinch, but 
they have the hope that 
because we don't have 
money wc will give in. But 
our spirit is still very high 
and wc are going on. If wc 
give in now, we don't have 
any chance. 

In 1982 we wert on 
strike for 8 days. When we 
came back everything was 
in a mess. Wc know they 
are feeling it bad. 

Everyday when wc go 
home we sing in the train 
with the schoolchildren. 
Everybody is singing. 
Everybody. Esccially when 
wc sing this song "I 
Socialism" everybody is 
happy. You see everybody 
dancing. And this other 
song "Ixcsha liphclilc". 
Evcrbody is singing and 
everybody is not afraid of 
the police. 

Everybody was happy 
when they heard about the 
bomb, They said why can't 
OK give the people what 
ihcy want. Now they will 

lose everything. It is time 
now to give the workers 
what they want. OK lost a 
lot more customers. 

There has been good 
support . Their are 

comrades doing shopping 
demos. And the taxi 
owners arc not letting 
anyone ride who has OK 
packets . Then our 
comrades in FAWU have 
been stopping supplies to 
OK, And many people arc 
not buying from OK. 
Others, like NUM. have 
given us money. 

The spirit of workers is 
very high. Yesterday on 
the train I was speaking to 
other workers. A women 
told mc her factory ts going 
to close. An Indian man 
owned the place which was 
supplying OK He stopped 
supplying from pressure 
and said they might as well 
close while the Wat k natiou 
is struggling like this. 

2 other workers were 
complaing that they don't 
know where lo buy 
because OK is the cheapest 
place. I said : 'IT you arc 
talking about cheap things, 
then you don't care about 
our struggle. What about 
this other comrade whose 
factory is closing. She ts 
prepared to suffer with us. 
But you are only thinking 
about when we arc going 
back so you can shop at 
OK.-1 

ON W O R K E R S 
W H O DID N O T 
STRIKE 

Those who arc working 
arc being ill-treated. One I 
know told me she is doing 
the job of seven people and 
she is suffering. When 
she's urcd the boss comes 
and wants her to go on 
more - because she said 
she would not strike. She 
was crying. I said the gate 
is still open to join us. She 
didn't join Ihc strike, she 
said, because she is 
coloured. But she was on 
strike in 1982. Her 
husband also works in OK 
and he is on strike. Bui he 
won't come to our 
meetings. He is afraid 

LIVING WAGE 
because time and again we 
ask him where is his wife. 
She is very confused- She 
does not know what to do. 
She is thinking of 
resigning. Another worker 
went back from our strike. 
Then he was harrasscd 
there. Now he has resigned 
after 2 days. He is just 
roaming about now. 

I doni know why our 
coloured comrades don't 
s t r ike because the 
exploitation wc arc getting. 
they arc also getting. Even 
die whiles arc not paid 
well. I know their salaries 
When wc ask them why 
don't they support, they 
say they arc not covered. 
They don't have a union. 

ON THE WORKERS 
STRUGGLE 

We know nothing about 
politics. What wc ore 
involved in ts the workers 
struggle. It seems to OK 
that its politics, because 
they don't want to 
understand what wc arc 
saying to them. 

We think of Mandela 
when wc are fighting. If 
wc are fighting for his 
rcicase.wc arc fighting for 
our freedom. 

What IVc learnt is that ir 
ever other workers are on 
strike and they need our 
support, then I will come 
out with them. Wc can't do 
without the support of 
other workers. 

Wc say workers take 
control. Everyone ia 
participating, Everyone 
understands why they are 
on strike and why we are 
suffering. Whatever we 
do, we discuss together 
and come to a decision. 
OK believes we arc on 
s t r i k e b e c a u s e 
CCCAWUSAtoIdustogo 
on strike. CCAWUSA 
does not work for OK. We 
went on strike knowing 
that we want what we 
want Wc are CCAWUSA. 
We are COSATU. 

Wc need more help. If 
COSATU could call 
something like May Day 
for 3 days, so that all 
unions contact their 
members and tell them not 
to go to work. Then every 
worker will ask themselves 
why are wc not going to 
work and they will realise 
lhat we need their help. If 
COSATU can call 
something like that, so 
everyone stays at home and 
doesn't go to OK All the 
companies will start asking 
OK - why doni you give 
these people what they 
need. Everything will come 
right from that. We need 
action now. It will be 
powerful if wc can have a 
3 day stayaway. 

What is happening at OK 
is not just happening there 

i t s h a p p e n i n g 
everywhere. Everyone is 
exploited. Wc must 
understand what wc mean 
when we say an injury to 
one is an injury to all. 

We arc not only 
struggling for ourselves. 
Wc arc struggling for those 
who come after us. 
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