
OPEN 
YOUR 

BOOKS! 
WE WANT TO SEE 

YOUR ACCOUNTING 
BOOKS. WE WANT 
TO SEE HOW EVERY 
CENT WE HAVE 
MADE YOU HAS 
BEEN SPENT. WE 
DON'T JUST WANT 
TO SEE FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS - WE 
WANT TO SEE ALL 
YOUR R E C E I P T S 
AND ALL YOUR 
C H E Q U E B O O K S 
AND ALL YOUR 
FINANCIAL 
PAPERS. WE NEED 
TO KNOW ABOUT 
THESE THINGS SO 
WE CAN SEE HOW 
MUCH YOU ARE 
ROBBING US. 

Capitalism in South 
Africa is completely 
undemocratic 

The. government docs 
noc allow blacks 10 vote, or 
have any power in deciding 
how ihc wealth of South 
Africa is going to be spent. 

They do not even consul! 
the consumers and workers 
when ihcy arc considering 
increasing the bread or 
petrol price 

They do not consult 
when ihcy arc deciding 
how to spend all the money 
they collect through taxes. 

They refuse to let us 
have any say in ihc 
government at all. They 
use their power to keep the 
wealth in the hands of a 
minority. 

It is just the same with 
the bosses. 

When the bosses decide 
on what they are going to 
do with the profits, they do 
not consult the workers 
who produced those 
profits. 

In fact, ihcy would not 
even consult us about our 
wage increases if ihcy 
could- Just look where 

there are no unions - like 
on the farms. There the 
bosses decide whai wage 
increases - if any - arc 
going to be given. 

It is only through the 
power that we have buih 
up in our trade unions thai 
we can force the bosses to 
negotiate about our wage 
increases. 

For the bosses and the 
government democracy is 
not a principle to be 
pursued. For them it is 
something to be foughL 
They try to crush our 
unions and break our 
strikes. They try to destroy 
our community, youth, 
women, student and 
political organisations and 
detain our leaders. 

All because ihcy want to 
hold on to their wealth and 
power. The last thing they 
want us to have any say in 
is what should be done 
with the wealth in the 
country. 

NATIONAL BUDGET 

Take, for example, the 
national bulget Every year 
the government gets 
billions of Rands taxes to 
spend on governing and 
running the country. 
Before ihcy decide how to 
spend that money we arc 
not consulted at all. The 
government simply goes 
ahead and works out its 
budget. 

The accounting and 
budget books of the 
country should be opened 
to us so that wc can sec 
how the wealth wc produce 
is going to be spent Wc 
must have the power to 
decide on the priorities of 
spending. 

The same in the 
factories. We work hard 
every day to produce the 

Open the books of Ibe union bashers. 

profits of a company. But 
the bosses keep their 
finance books closed to us. 

OPEN THE BOOKS! 

Because it is us who 
produce the profits wc 
must have Ihc n*ht to see 
what is being done with the 
money. Wc must be able to 
study the company records 
so that wc can decide how 
the profit should be spent* 

Also, wc will be able to 
check that what the bosses 
say about profits is true. 
Often they hide profits, or 
spend a lot of the profits on 
wasteful things. We can 
make sure thai this is the 
money wc gel for our 
living wagt. 

Sometimes the bosses 
books will show us that 
there is very little money in 
Ihe company. Then wc 
must find out why. We 
can't support a system 
where wc work hard only 
to find there is nothing for 
us. If all our work was part 
of an overall plan of 
production for the good of 
all. wc would never waste 
our labour. 

How can wc see the 
books? We can sec a 
summary of company 
reports when the company 
ts a 'public' company. 

Public companies allow 
members of the public to 
buy a share of the 
company. They do this by 
issuing shares worth a 
certain amount on the 
Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange. 

Individuals or other 
companies can then go and 
buy shares in that 
company. But there is a 
fixed number of shares that 
can be bought and so. if 
one or two people buy up 
most of the shares, they 
can control that company 
themselves - even though 
others have shares in it 

These public companies 
have to issue reports to 
ihcir shareholders- Because 
their shareholders are 
usually very many, they 
have to make their reports 
public. 

COMPANY REPORTS 

In these reports are the 
Chairman's report, a report 
on the activities of the 
company, a list of what 
other companies that 
company owns o r 
controIs,and a financial 
rrpon done by the auditors 
of the company. 

In the financial reports 
are listed the profits made, 
the taxes paid, the money 

they borrowed from the 
banks, the amount of 
profits given to the 
shareholders • and much 
else. 

These reports are usually 
available at public libraries* 
and anyone can go to the 
public library and ask for 
them. 

But because the reports 
arc only summaries, they 
do not show ihc full details 
about how the money was 
mode, how much salaries 
were paid to management, 
what workers* wages 
were, what machines were 
bought, from whom and 
for how much. In other 
words these - and other • 
very important facts are left 
out. 

So workers who are 
employed by public 
companies can find out 
only a limited amount 
about their companies. A 
closer look at the financial 
statements would reveal a 
lot more. Finding this out 
is very important if we are 
to learn the full story about 
how our companies are 
run, and where the wealth 
we made has gone. Wc am 
only sec these books if we 
arc strongly enough 
organised to demand and 
force the bosses to open all 
their books to 

ORGANISATION & 
STRUGGLE 

Workers who work for 
private companies on . at 
the moment, find out even 
less without struggle and 
organisation. The Law says 
that private companies do 
not have lo report their 
profits or losses to anyone 
except the government 
(who keep these facts 
secret). 

If we arc to find out 
about how these bosses arc 
spending the money we 
make for them, then we 
must demand that they 
open all their books to us. 
The knowledge wc wdl get 
from their books will 
strengthen our struggle and 
help build our control over 
what is going on where we 
work. If they have 
borrowed money from 
banks or other businesses 
or a parent company then 
we must see the books of 
these companies as well 

The bosses will resist 
our demands with all their 
might. Nothing is more 
precious to them then their 
business secrets * except 
profits! We will have fight 
to get the books open. That 
fight is a key part of our 
struggle to win a living 
wage. 


