
There arc many of us 
who cannot Follow what 
the bosses mean when they 
talk about ihc economy, or 
balancing ihc books or 
inflation or percentages. 

Many of us do not know 
how to read and write, or 
do mathematics. 

This is because this 
government has not 
provided us with a decent 
education and training 
which is free, compulsory, 
equal and what wc need. It 
is because wc arc told wc 
go to school to learn, and 
when wc go to work we 
slop learning. 

We arc not provided 
with adult education 
courses or adequate skills 
training. The government 
and the bosses have no 
interest in us improving 
our standard of education. 
They are only interested in 
how hard wc can work and 
what profits wc can 
(Koducc for them. 

DECENT EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING IS OUR RIGHT 

Because we have little 
education the bosses and 
the government have a lot 
of power over us. They 
have been to universities * 
and their sons and 
daughters as well - and 
learnt how to run the 
economy and their 
businesses. 

They think wc cannot do 
without them. They think 
that for so long as they 
have the information then 
they have the power. 

Th rough w o r k e r 
education programmes and 
through our own efforts, 
through decent education 
and training programmes, 
we can overcome this 
problem. Wc can teach 
ourselves what wc need to 
know to be able to run the 
lactones ourselves. Wc can 

learn what wc need to 
m a k e o u r s e l v e s 
independent of the bosses. 

M E A N I N G O F 
SOME WORDS 

For those who arc not 
sure about some terms 
used, this is what they arc: 

A p e r c e n t a g e ts a 
measure of how big or 
small something is. It 
shows size in relation to 
something else. For 
example* it shows that 
Rl.00 is hair the size of 
R2.00, 

Percentages show this 
relative size, or proportion 
in relation to a fixed 
number of 100. So, for 
example, a half in 
percentages is 50 out of 
100. 'Out o r is another 
term for divided by. So 50 

divided by 100 is a half. 
A percentage ts 

represented by this symbol: 
% 

So 50 percent (or 50%) 
is 50 out of 100. If 
something is 50% of 
something else it is half the 
size (50 divided by 100). If 
something is 200% of 
something else it is 200 
divided by 100 which 
equals 2. It is. in other 
words, double the size (2x 
the size). 

If wc are negotiating a 
wage increase wc can 
represent the wage increase 
we want in percentage 
terms as well. Let us say 
wc earn R400 per month. 
We want R500 per month. 
So wc want an increase of 
RI00. 

A percentage shows us 

what the proportion is 
between 100 and 400. 

100 out of (divided by) 
400 i s : 100/400 

Of is another term for 
multiply (or x) by 100 

Whichis:R100/R400x 
100 (which is what 
percentages arc measured 
out of) 

100/400 = 1/4 
1/4 x 100=25 
Therefore RI00 is 25 

percent of R400. So wc 
would be negotiating for a 
25 % increase in wages, 

At the moment inflation 
is 19 %« This means thai 
last year, when wc had 
R100. this year we need 19 
% extra. 

The Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) is the 
government measure for 
inlLitioik 

T a x is the money wc 
pay to the government -
cither thtough Ihc 12% 
GST wc pay on everything 
we buy or through 
deductions from our pay 
packets (PA YE) 

The national budget 
is the money the 
government plans to 
recteve and spend each 
year. The government gets 
its money mainly from tax 
and spends it mainly on 
repressing us. 

Administered prices 
are prices that are 
cont ro l led by the 
government 


