
WOMEN 

Women on the march! 
"UDF considers this work

shop to be a momentous and a 
special event. When the trans
ference of power in our society 
takes place, women must have 
a central role to play in deter
mining the nature of the laws 
that govern us. Your effective 
participation will determine 
your role in shaping the fu-
ture of South Africa." 

With these words, Popo Mo-
lefe, speaking on behalf of the 
UDF, opened his speech to 
the women's workshop. 

The workshop held to Durban 
on 17 and 18 March 1990 
brought together women from 
COSATU affiliates and from 
women's organisations affili
ated to the UDF. 

Participants from COSATU 
included women from NUM. 
NUWCC, SACCAWU, 
PPWAWU, SADWU, FAWU, 
NUMSA, SACTWU. TCWU, 
NEHAWU, CWIU and 
CAWU. 

From the community wom
en's organisations came dele
gates from Fedtraw, UWOO. 
NOW, Natal Midlands, Bor
der, O.F.S., N. Transvaal and 
the East Cape InterimS,mc-
ture. Also present were wom
en from the Vukani Women's 
Group in Transkei. 

Top on the agenda of this 
workshop was the issue of na
tional women's unity. The 
workshop discussed questions 
related to organising women 
and came up with a number 
of recommendations which 
will be taken back to struc
tures for further discussion. 

The main recommendations 
were: 

1. To form a national uni
tary organisation of women. 

2. To build a broad alliance 
of women's organisations. 

3. To strengthen the unity 
of the core forces. 

National women's 
organisation 

Participants were unanimous 
in recommending that the 
new national women's organi
sation should be formed as a 
unitary structure. The new 
organisation should have one 
constitution that binds all 
branches and regions and 
should have one name. 
Therefore the present names 
of regional structures will 
have to fall away. 

The interim committee was 
mandated to ensure that a 
national conference takes 
place within 3 months to take 
mandates from the regions on 
the recommendations of this 
workshop, and to 
formalise the 
structure. 

Unity of core 
force* 

There is a need 
for the women 
within the MDM 
to have a more 
structured rela
tionship to en
sure that we 
have a coherent 
voice in the 
broad women's 
alliance. As CO
SATU we will 
work towards 
unity in whatev
er way we can. 

• We encourage members of 
COSATU as individuals to 
join branches of the existing 
women's organisations in the 
UDF. 

• When the national wom
en's organisation is formed, 
COSATU members will be 
encouraged to Join as indi
viduals. 

• A structured relationship/ 
alliance should be built be
tween the women's forums 
in COSATU and UDF affili
ates. This means that the 
women's forums In COSATU 
should be strengthened and 
that regular consultations 
and joint campaigns should 
be organised. 

Broad alliance 

It is important for us to 
build the unity of women's 
organisations and women 
from other sectors. This 
broad unity will bring to
gether women from the 
churches, unions, youth, stu
dents, health sector, church
es, education sector. Black 
Sash, etc. 

The organisations lnvit 
into this alliance must be 
committed to a non-racial, 
non sexist, unitary and dem
ocratic South Africa. 

All organisations who ad
here to the unifying princi
ples will be welcome to enter 
the alliance. The alliance 
roust concentrate on a pro
gramme of action that will 
unite this broad spectrum of 
women in action. 

These recommendations 
• to form a national women') 
organisations 
• to strengthen the unity of 
the core forces 
• and to build a broad alli
ance of women's organisa
tions 
must be discussed thorough
ly in all our organisations 
and implemented urgently 
to take on the tasks before 
us. 

Women uni te for a democrat ic SA! 
M M * ! *) Arpa Nwaaaww Limit* 12 


