
FREEDOM CHARTER 

The Land Shall Be Shared 
Before the rise of capitalism and the-
aparthekj state, our people lived off 
the land. We were systematically 
robbed of our land by force. Many 
men were driven into the mines to 
work, while their families were 
forced into the bantustans. The best 
land was taken over by white far
mers. 

Today, after generations of apart
heid and capitalism, after the big in
dustrial expansion ol the 1960's,the 
majority of our people have become 
working class, including many un
employed workers who are 
struggling to survive in the bantus
tans. There is no longer a real class 
of peasants left in SA - there is no 
targe group of people who live only 
from farming. 

Instead, there are millions of people 
in the bantustans who try to grow 
some food and raise cattle to sup
plement the starvation wages of mi
grant labour. In "white" SA, most of 
the land is owned by big farmers and 
big business. Hundreds of thou
sands of farm workers work like 
slaves on the big farms. 

The Charter says "all the land will be 
re-divided amongst those who work 
i f . How do we interpret this de
mand? We will need a flexible ap
proach to take into account the 
different conditions and needs on 
the land, and also the developments 
since the Charter We will need to 
ask: how do we make sure that there 
is enough food for all the people? 
How do we make sure that everyone 
has a decent life? The only way to 
produce enough food for the whole 
country is through large-scale farm
ing with modern machinery and 
techniques. 

This means the big farms of today 
should not be broken up into smal
ler plots. They must be placed under 
the control of the farm workers. In 
this way, we can make sure that the 

COSATU's 2nd National congress 
adopted the Freedom Charier as a guid
ing document in our struggle against na
tional oppression and economic 
exploitation. The Congress committed 
COSA TU to developing a working class 
understanding of the Charter demands 
and to encouraging the fullest discus
sion on socialism and democracy. This 
series is a contribution to the won\ers' 
discussion of the Charter, democracy 
and socialism. Workers must decide 
how we see the Charter and the struggle 
to make the demands of the Charter a 
reality in our society. 

!«r I f T« The Lam* Shall be 
Rccmction aMand ownu»hip on « racial 

basts shs* be sotted, and afl ftw land r«-
d rv tit* among** thoss ̂ S b o V * , fcoa n -

*r A t ^ O w C ^ C ' T l j V i " " • • • - ' ' -^.-.-.-.V.-r .-,-. 

ish famine and land hunger; Th* «teteshafl 
help; th© ;peaeah»;yvith ;ln^)leiner^ iseed, 
' • ' f* x"x'l X^'x^d * ' • ' • • ' * * . " . ' . . "x 'x X X_L L_L_X ' • ^ ' A ' x V x ' L . X " . " L_ . ' • . ' . " |*X".H . \ * 

tracw* and darns » sava tfw aoH and as
sist the tillers. freedom ol Work snail be 
guaranteed 10 afl who work on frxt land; Ail 
shall havo (he rtgh! to occupy land whorcw 
ttisy choose; Paopte shaft not ba robtodpf 
lho« caffle, and forced labour and farm 
prisone shafl be aboifcshed. 

Constitutional Guidelines 
on Land. 
The state shall devise and im 
plement a land reform pro
gramme that will include and 
address the following issues 

* Abolition of all racial restric
tions on ownership and 
usage of land 

* Implementation of land re-
lorm m conformity with the 
principle of aflirmattve ac
tion, taking into account the 
status of victims of forced 
removals. 

main part of farm production is con
trolled and planned according to the 
food needs of the country. 

For other rural families who want to 
work the land, there is land available 
for sharing amongst small farmers 
And as the Charter says, the govern

ment must provide assistance -
seed, fertilizer, technical advice, 
dams and irrigation, use of tractors, 
implements, etc. With extra resour
ces, and with the example of suc
cess, our government could try to 
persuade small farmers to join 
together in collective co-operative 
farms. The small farmers could be 
free to remain individual farmers if 
they wish. 

What about the medium-sized farms 
of white and black farmers? Like 
with small to medium businesses, 
the government need not suppress 
these farmers. In fact, these farmers 
can also benefit from state assist
ance. The Charter says that racial 
restrictions on land ownership will 
be abolished. But this does not 
mean that medium black farmers will 
be allowed to buy land until they 
become big capitalist farmers. 
Today in the rural areas, tribal chiets 
paid by the bantustan puppets and 
rich traders dominate the poor 
through their ownership of land and 
cattle and tractors. 

Under the Freedom Charter govern
ment, this land and equipment will 
be controlled by village committees, 
to make sure that all get their fair 
share and no-one is allowed to 
become rich on the backs of others. 
Already today our movement is 
laying the foundation of democracy 
in the rural areas. Under apartheid 
and capitalism, the rural masses 
suffer even worse conditions of life 
than the urban working class. The 
regime tries to create divisions be
tween the town and the countryside. 

One of our tasks after liberation is to 
break down the divisions - by uplift
ing the rural masses with huge state 
assistance, and by strengthening 
the organisational links between 
urban and rural people. Today we 
are laying the foundations for this by 
building organisation in the rural 
areas. 

The people shall share the wealth! 
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