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NUM & NUMSA 
A tale of 
two 
congresses 
In the past month COSATU's two big
gest affiliates - NUM and NUMSA - have 
held their National Congresses. Both 
Congresses produced strong resolu
tions on a wide range of issues. CO-
SA TV's 3rd National Congress in July is 
likely to have interesting debate - espe
cially on the political policy of the feder
ation • it political resolutions like those 
adopted by NUM and NUMSA are 
brought to the Congress. Here Cosatu 
News provides a brief summary of just 
some of the resolutions adopted at their 
Congresses 

The NUM Congress was marked 
by a spirit of resistance and tor-
ward-looking resolutions. The 
Congress declared war on pov
erty wages and the apartheid sys
tem. 

On wages 

• Miners are demanding a mint-
mum wage ol R600 a month. 

• Wages will be negotiated in 
rands and cents and not per
centages. 

• The living wage campaign is to 
be strengthened. The campaign 
must be Turned into a com
munity campaign.NUM says it 
can't make take the LWC to the 
community on its own. Most ot 
its members are in hostels. 
NUM calls on COSATU to help 
build a soird alliance with the 
community around this. 

On broad antl-apartheld unity 
The NUM says 1989 and the years 
ahead must be a time ot building al
liances. But it adds. "Our union has 
repeatedly stated that unity comes 
from action and organisation; the 

( successful onslaught against (apart
heid) cannot be based only on slo
gans." The congress called on 
COSATU and other parts ot the 
MDM to open discussions with all 
anti-apartheid groups. It also called 

on COSATU to reconvene the AA 
conference. 

ANC constitutional guidelines 
Miners will start discussing the con
stitutional guidelines. COSATU 
must also encourage full discussion. 
COSATU congress will be asked to 
call a congress on the guidelines. 
How the mining Industry should 
be run 
The NUM will draw up a blueprint 
which will tell how workers think the 
mining industry should be run. Is
sues such as worker control, hous
ing and hearth and safety are issues 
which will be covered in full. This will 
be discussd at NUM's next congress 
in 1991, 
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On olllce Bearers 
The NUM national office bearers 
have been re-elected. There was 
also a resolution that the office
bearers become paid officials of the 
union. The union's pesktent James 
Mothlatsi will jon the general secre
tary and assistant general secretay 
as full time empoyees ol the union. 
The positions of vice president Eli
jah Barayl and treasurer Paul Nkuna 
is to be assessed. 

The NUMSA Congress rang to 

cries ol "Forward to working 
class democracy" and "Unite and 
mobilise for socialism" as dele
gates adopted a number of resol
utions aimed at strengthening 
working class unity; rebuilding 
community organisation and tak
ing forward the struggle for so
cialism. 

On political direction 
The union reaffirmed the Freedom 
Charter as a programme of minmum 
demands; the alliance for democ
racy and socialism and the need for 
a working class political programme. 
It also proposed steps for rebuilding 
the mass democratic movement 
(MDM) in the communities as a 
basis for forging permanent and dis-
ciplinedalliances with the MDM. The 
union rejected any alliance with rep
resentatives of big capital, local 
authorities, tricameral parties and 
homeland opposition parlies. 
On negotiations 

The union agreed that the minimum 
conditions tor negotiations are the 
unbanning ot all banned organisa 
tions; the release of all political 
prisoners and return of all exiles; the 
confinement ol SAP/SADF to bar
racks and the lilting of the state ol 
emergency. It lurther resolved to op
pose any secret or open negotia
tions if these conditions are not met. 
On working class unity 
It was resolved that a timetable be 
worked out lor forming one trade 
union federation from COSATU. 
NACTU and the independent unions 
and that COSATU should take the 
lead in building this unity 
On Joint action between NUM and 

NUMSA 
Congress said that the unity ol mine 
and metal workers were the core ol 
COSATU's living wage campaign 
and NUM and NUMSA should set 
aside differences and unite in 
struggle around the common de
mands ol metal and mine workers 
On Harry Gwaia 
Congress agreed that Cde Harry 
Gwala be made the Honoury Presi
dent ol NUMSA in recognition of his 
role in the workers struggle particu
larly and the political struggle gener
ally. 

Metal & mine workers unite! 
L 
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