
CULTURE 

What is Culture? 
A culture activist from the Wits Cul
ture Committee wrote the following 
piece on Culture. 

Culture is historical. In a class so
ciety it assumes a class character by 
depicting the behaviour of particular 
groups. 

I n the early stages of society 
people had their own way of ident
ifying themselves - through art, 
music, dance, poetry, story writing 
and their way of dressing. 

When the society split into two major 
contending classes culture divided. 
The culture of the ruling class was 
used as a weapon of domination and 
the culture of the oppressed was 
undermined. Cultural activists were 
used to promote the ideals of the rul
ing class. 

In the book Macbeth by Shakes
peare, the whole focus is on the ri
valry among the nobles. The drama 
is called "tragedy" because some
one from the high social rank was 
killed. The death of the peasants 
and sen's was not considered to be 
"tragedy". 

But people had their way of coming 
together and expressing their dis
satisfaction through dance and 
songs and building solidarity with 
each other. 

Landlords always could not under
stand why serfs were singing and 
dancing. They would say:"My 
people are happy" - thinking that 
people were happy in the conditions 
of serfdom. People were singing and 
dancing at the prospect of victory 
over the ruling class. 

Today in the system of capitalism, 
culture has been made commercial. 
Culture is used to make profits at the 
expense of the artists. Artists in 
music are forced to compose songs 
that are irrelevant to the struggle of 

the oppressed and exploited. 

We hear artists singing about the 
agonies of their sexual adventures; 
a lot of bubble gum music - just to 
make profits for studio owners who 
happen to be imperialists. Songs are 
composed in a hurry without enough 
thinking. 

These artists need to be drawn into 
progressive cultural structures. 

They need to contribute in the 
struggle for liberation By so doing 
we shall overcome the cultural 
shackles thrown around us by the 
capitalists. 

Culture is a vehicle which we can 
use on our way towards a future 
South Africa based on the Freedom 
Charter, where the Doors of Learn
ing and ot Culture shall be opened 
to all. 

A people's 
poet speaks 
Victor Shmgwttnyane - cultural activist, 
poet playwright, actor and PPWAWU 
member from Consolin Benonl - speaks: 
I grew up In Tsakana and atartad writing 
playa In 1979.1 have wrlttan 24 playa so 
tar In the beginning I was writing plays 
about love and other things Irrelevant to 
our struggle-
In 19$S Tsakana Youth Congress 
(TSAYCOf approached me to do 
something relevant It was then that I 
started writing plays about our struggle 
for liberation. Whan writing plays you 
take from real Ufa and put It on stage. 
People Ilka my plays because I writs 
about our experiences In our struggle. 
Progressive culture Is not supported by 
buslnaaa because It Is against 
oppression and exploitation. 

With peoples culture we can put the 
message to those who are not aware. 
The MOM should take culture more 
seriously. The state haa realised the 
danger of the emerging progressiva 
culture of the people and they have not 
healtated to act agalnat cultural 
activists. The state ot emergency 
Interrupted my rehearsals. But I say 
whatever the enemy tries to do we shall 
never abandon our struggle. 

I support the cultural boycott 
wholeheartedly because apartheid 
culture cannot be shared with other 
countries who do not practise racism. 
Apartheid has been declared a crime 
against humanity - therefore It should be 
isolated In all aspects. I perform at 
Costtu Cultural rallies and meetings ot 
titillates. My latest play Is Peoples 7V 
and I have a play called Umtundlsl on the 
card* 

Viva worker culture! 
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