
Cosatu News seized 
Botha's media terrorists have struck 
again. They seized tens ot thou
sands of copies of the latest Cosatu 
News as they reached our offices in 
the week before Way Day. 

COSATU and affiliate offices in 
Pretoria. Port Elizabeth, Cape 
Town, East London, Kimberley, 
Welkom. Vereeniging, Springs, 
Johannesburg and Germiston were 
raided. The cops don't give any rea
sons for seizing the newspaper. All 
they say is that they can do this 
under the Emergency Laws. 

Over the past 2 years they seized 
about 1/2 a million copies ol our 
newspaper and hundreds of thou
sands of pamphlets, posters and 
Stickers. COSATU'S printing unit 
was bombed to the ground. CO
SATU media workers have been de
tained and had their homes and 
vehicles petrol bombed and tired at. 
This repression must be fought -
having our newspaper seized 

Cosatu News has said how import
ant it is to defend our media In our 
last issue we spoke of the need for 
good distribution It is undisciplined 
to leave boxes of Cosatu News lying 
around when we are under such 
heavy attack. It is attacks such as 
these, as well as the broader re
pression against the people's 
media, that led to the recent media 
workshop between COSATU and 

COSATU 
NIWS 

Media workers of 
MDM meet 
How can we build our media? How 
can we share resources? How can 
we win the struggle of providing in
formal ion to members? How can 
media in our campaigns bo more ef
fective? 

These issues were discussed in a 
day-long workshop on media CO
SATU unions and UDF affiliates 
were present. Reports Irom dele
gates highlighted many problems 
and difficulties: lack of resources, 
expensive printing, distribution 
problems, and Ihe question of differ
ent opinions among lawyers about 
what can be written. Delegates also 
told how the attacks on organisation 
affected media. 

The workshop agreed that: 

• similar discussions must be 
held in all regions. 

• organisations with skills and re
sources should hefp the others. 

• there should be an ongoing con-

training should be one of Ihe 
main issues in further meetings, 
we carry forward the idea of a 
broader meeiing with news 
agencies, alternative media and 
journalists organisations. 

Workshop papers 
A paper from UDF afflHaies e 
plained how media was linked toi 
gahisalron. In the tats seventh 
focal organisation sprang up every
where. This inspired community 
newstetters and later community 
newspapers such as Grassroots, 
Speak etc. Then came the wot 
support struggles (Faitfs £ 
Monis, Red Meat and Wilson Rown-
free). Union people and the com-
niijtniv <;o operated in bringing oOl 
stickers, posters and pamphlets. 
This laid the media foundations for 
the bigger mass mobilisation and 
resistance campaigns under UDF. 

At Wis time our media was very 
powerful: t-sbirts, pamphleis, pos: 

ters and stickers were ineven/ot 
(the country. Now. because of 
attacks, media is weak a 

uriw-orcflnateo". 

The COSATU paper called for 
media to be put on the top of ihe 
agenda ot ihe MDM. n said w 
should realise we were in a media 

with the state using ail it 
massive propaganda against ui 
The MDM was hopelessly under-
equipped lo fight this battle. This 
was because there was little under
standing in the MDMon what media 
involved Yet many campaigns re -
lied almost entirefy on media for 
mobilisation. We need to counter 
iheJes of apartheid and capital, f 
the same time we need to provide 
information. Because without infor
mation, We cannot build democ
racy, worker control and worker 
leadership in our organisations. 

Defend your media! 
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