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Look how far we have 
come. Eleven years ago -
when hundreds of our children 
died in struggle against bamu 
education - the day June 16th 
was burnt into (he heart of out 
people for the first time. Now 
June 16th is ours. 

June 16 is our day for 
remembering all the thousands 
and thousands who laid down 
iheir lives for our future. June 
16 is our day for saluting the 
courage, heroism and 
determination of our youth-
June 16 is our day for 
rcdcdicaiing ourselves to the 
struggle for the better life our 
children died for. 
Look how far we have 
come. Eleven years ago on 
Juncl6 hundreds were shot 
down. This June 16 millions 
of our people will stand up and 
say with one voice - this day 
is ours. Last year and the year 
before, millions stayed away 
on June 16. 

Some bosses have finally 
accepted that June 16 is ours. 
They agreed dial if they can 
have "Republic Day", why 
can't we have Juno 16 ? 

Thousands of workers have 
won die right to June 16 as a 
paid public holiday. Other 
bosses must fall into line 
now. Cosatu workers demand 
June 16 as a paid public 
holiday. 

Look how far we have 
come. Eleven years ago the 
organised independent workers 
movement was only a lew 
thousand strong. The unions 
played no role in the struggle 
of 1976 and serious divisions 
Opened up between workers 
and youth. Many youth 
accused their worker-parents of 

being "backward". 

Today Cosatu has close to a 
million signed and paid-up 
members. Today tens ol 
thousands of the 1976 youth 
are active and committed 
members and shopsiewards of 
Cosatu. Today the alliance 
between organised workers and 
youth is stronger than ever 
before. Today d>c youUi accept 
the "leading role of die 
working class" in our struggle 
and look to workers and 
Cosatu for leadership. 

Look how far we have 
come. Eleven years ago the 
youth had no organisations. 
Today the youth have built 
their own national 
organisation - the South 
African Youth Congress 
(Sayco). Sayco has the support 
of millions of working, 
unemployed and student youth. 
Many young workers belong 
to both Cosatu and Sayco. 

Today the student youth have 
a national organisation South 
African National Students 
Congress (Sansco) which is 
mobilising, together with 
Nusas, support for the worker 
struggle on university 
campuses. 

Today the school youth arc 
rebuilding national 
organisation through the 
National Students Co
ordinating Committee (Nscc) 
after the banning of Cosas and 
the massive state repression on 
school student organisation. 

Look how far we have 
come. Eleven years ago, 
workers and youth were 
struggling, sepcratc from each 
other, and without clear 
dirccuon for united action. 
Today workers and youth are 
saying through our mass 
organisations - strengthen die 
alliance of workers and youth. 
The youdi are the workers of 
tomorrow. The youth are the 
future - the future is a workers 
future. Every young worker 
and unemployed youth in 
Cosatu. All youth in Sayco. 

Today youth and worker 
organisations arc consulting 
with one another and helping 
each other lo mobilise 
maximum unity in action. 
Today workers and youth arc 
looking to the future together -
a thousand times stronger, a 
thousand struggles more 
experienced, a thousand times 
better organised than eleven 
years ago. 

Look where wc are going 
On June 16 Cosatu salutes the 
militant youUi and says; Wc 
arc marching togedicr to the 
future - a non-racial democratic 
luturc. a worker-controlled 
1 uture. a future free of 
oppression and cxploiiauon. 
Let June 16 1987 be another 
big step into the future for 
workers and youth. 


