
COSATU* 2nd National Con
gress adopted the Freedom 
Charter as a guiding document 
In our struggle against national 
oppress/on and economic ex
ploitation. The Congress com
mitted COSATU to developing a 
working class understanding of 
the Freedom Charter and to en
couraging the fullest discussion 
on socialism and democracy. 
This series Is a contribution to 
the workers* discussion ot the 
Charter, democracy and social
ism. Workers must decide how 
we see the Charter and the 
struggle to make the demands 
of the Charter a reality In our 
society. 

The peop le shal l gove rn 
* Every man and women shall have 

the right to vote for and Bland as a 
candidate for ell bodies which make 
laws. 

• All (he people shall be entitled to 
take pari in the administration ol the 
country. 

* The rights of the people shall be the 
&ame regardless of race, colour or 
sex. 

• AH bodies of minority rule, advisory 
boards, councils and authorities shall 
be replaced by democratic organs of 

self- govamment 
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The 
people 
shall 
govern 
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This clause is about democracy and 
government. What do we under
stand by democracy? Democracy 
means having real control over 
every decision that affects us -
decisions on every law, on wages, 
on jobs, on production and distri
bution, on housing, on education, 
on health • on everything that 
concerns us in daily life. 

Of course, we don'i have any de
mocracy In South Africa. But in 
our organisations, we build democ
racy everyday by giving every 
worker the space to say exactly 
what they think; by discussing to
gether all the ideas we have and 
by democratically deciding on the 
best and strongest ideas by deci
sion of the majority. Everyone Is 
expected to carry out the deci
sions of the majority, while the mi
nority ideas can still be fought for 
within the structures ot our 
organisation 

When Ihe Freedom Charter says ihe 
people shall govern, it Immediately 
bungs to mind that the people can gov
ern i' they have real powm and they can 
only hove real power H tha means of pro
duction are in thatr hands. The Charter 
immedi.itloy goes on to 3ay: The poopta 
shall share In the country's wealth. 

Workers know from experience • 
real democracy can only come from 
strong organisation. That is why 
COSATU was built on the founda
tions of non-racial national indus
trial organisation, workers' democ
racy and workers control. That IS 
why we have regular elections of 
our leaders, accountability of our 
leaders to the membership and 
mandates from our membership 
that our readers must carry out. 

In our mass democratic movement 
wo are building the foundations of 
real mass democracy in our coun
try Through our workplace organi
sation and locals, our township 
committees and civics, our SRC's 
and youth congresses - workers 

and youth ana building the organs 
of democracy These are the same 
structures that the people will use 
to build the democratic rule of the 
masses in a liberated South Africa. 
Our committees of today are the 
foundation for the democratic 
organs ot self-government which 
the Freedom Charier calls for. 

COSATU and our whole movement 
demands one person one vote In a 
democratic non- racial SAI But are 
we struggling every day. (usl to 
have a vole once in 5 years? Are 
we sacrificing every day. jusl to 
win Ihe kind o l "democracy" that 
whites have - where real power Is 
outside parliament? One person 
one vote means much more than 
this In our organisations today, ft 
means that we decide everything, 
every day. on the basis of majority 
decisions within our democratic 
organisations 

It means we need the same democ
racy lomonow In our country, that 
we are building today in our 
movement. We are taking the 
question of democracy into our 
own hands. We are building 
democracy today in our struggles 
and In our organisations Tomor
row, we will build that mass-based 
democracy in our society Today we 
need to strengthen working class 
democracy In this way, we will not 
only strengthen Ihe foundation for 
Ihe people's government - we will 
also be strengthening our organi 
sational basis for the hard struggle 
to win liberation. 

"The people shall govern' This 
means lhal democratic bodies con
trolled by the people win run Ihe 
country, at the local and national 
level That the parliament of ihe 
people should be directly controlled 
by the people That every elected 
delegate should be accountable and 
recallable by those who elected him 
or her. Thai every person should 
have the right lo participate (n the 
people's democracy. 

This Is real majority rule - where 
decisions are taken every day 
according to Ihe majority vote 
within democratic organisations 
and bodies. 

The people shall share the wealth! 
Pages Cosatu News February 1989 


