
RETRENCHMENT 

Defend Steele Brothers 
Every day bosses are dismissing 
and retrenching workers. Bosses 
want to make workers pay for the 
cnsis of their capitalist system. 
Workers lives and needs mean 
nothing to bosses. They wony 
only about their profits. 

We in COSATU worry only about 
workers needs. Workers need jobs 
at a living wage That is why 
COSATU wants a ban on all over 
time - to create jobs. That is why 
COSATU stands tor work-sharing 
on full pay - to defend existing 
lobs That is why COSATU policy 
says there must be a system of 
public works - to employ the mil
lions of unemployed. That is why 
COSATU demands that the books 
of the bosses be opened to work
ers - to expose the business se
crets of the bosses and prove that 
we can have fobs for all at a living 
wage 

In this pamphlet issued by 
PPWAWU, Steele Brothers work
ers give a strong way forward in 
the tight to defend their /obs. Any 
group of won\ers threatened with 
retrenchment, dismissal or victimi
sation, can use the example of the 
Steele Brothers workers to build 
the strongest solidanty action. De
fend the Steele Brothers workers ' 

Ai the end ol February Steele 
Brothers bosses will throw 400 
workers onto the streets Many of 
us wtlt not lind other jobs. Over 
2000 ol our family members face 
poverty and starvation The 
strong and militant organisation 
that PPWAWU has built at Steele 
Brothers will be destroyed. 

Steele Brothers makes lounge fur
niture - sold all over South Africa. 
Now the bosses have decided to 
move factory from Johannesburg 
to Garankuwa. Bophutalswana 

They will employ another 400 work
ers. The bosses will escape 
PPWAWU. and pay starvation 
wages to their new workers - turni-
ture workers in Bophutatswana 
get payed R35 for a 48 hour week. 
Like all bosses. Steele Brothers 
bosses will do anything to make 
bigger profits. Workers at Steele 
Brothers are ready to fight, but we 
cannot fight alone. We need sup
port from other organised workers 
and COSATU. 

At the COSATU launchlngCon-
gress we resolved to defend 
against all retrenchments. This is 
one of the reasons we built 
COSATU - so we could use our 
united strength to delend againsl 
the attacks of the bosses. 

We call on all workers wtth links to 
the Steele Brothers factory to put 
pressure on their bosses. To the 
workers and youth we say. today it 
is us. but tomorrow it will be you. 
Let us build and struggle to delend 
against these retrenchments. 

In particular we call on these work

ers to act In solidanty with us: 

• TGWU workers In Hendlers Main 
Carriers who transport the 
lumiture. 

• S A R H W U workers who 
transport furniture to the docks 

• ACTWUSA workers at Feltex, 
Strandtoam and Vitafoam who 
will produce loam for Steele 
Brothers, after the foam 
department is closed down. 

- CCAWUSA workers in Joshua 
Doore, OK. Russets, Morkels, 
Lewis, Score. Beares, Geen and 
Richard. Rudicks. Bradtows. 
Hyperama and Oanhands - who 
sell the furniture that we make. 
CCAWUSA workers in Ellerines 
whose bosses own Steele 
Brothers shares 

• P P W A W U workers who 
produce the packaging at Jiffy 
and NP corrigated 

- PPWAWU workers who supply 
wood and board from Steel and 
Barnett, Mondi. Sappi and Hans 
Merensky. 

• NUWCC comrades who know 
the suffering that comes Irom 
unemployment. 

Build solidarity 
against bosses greed for profits 

Job security for all! 
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