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Gas 
Workers 
Speak 
The June 6, 7 & 8 1988 gener
al protest action was the big
gest and strongest show of 
unity in our history We rocked 
the bosses and the racists and 
we showed each other what 
we could do when we are really 
united. Of course, the bosses 
fought back. They dismissed 
hundreds of workers and 
tricked our leaders into nego
tiating without continuing our 
mobilisation. The Labour Bill is 
now law. Many woriters are 
still fighting for their jobs 
back. COSATU demands that 
every dismissed worker gets 
their job back. This article is 
extracts from a pamphlet pro
duced by dismissed won\ers 
tomi Cape Gas, together with 
tLRIG, during July/August 
1988 The Cape Gas wodters 
struggle is over, but their feel
ings are in the hearts of all 
workers still dismissed. 

"We are the dismissed workers 
from Cape Gas We were dis
missed for joining the staya-
way. It te many months that 
we have been without jobs 
and money But the bosses 
have not crushed us We 
share our strength with each 
other. We get strength from 
our comrades In the union and 
other organisation?; We are ready 
to continue the struggle to get our 
|obs back We are ready to contin
ue the struggle against the Labour 
Act Now we are calling you to 
help us Join our struggle to get 
our jobs back. Join the struggle ol 
all the workers against the Labour 
Law. 

LIVING WAGE 
Ready, it is difficult Especially 
when we must face our wives and 
children who are asking us for the 
things they need. Although we 
have the struggle in our minds and 
In our hearts, but because of hun
ger and starvation we can some
times start to be afraid of the 
struggle. 

Comrades, this is the toughest 
point that we have reached now. 
the point of hunger. This Is where 
some people will teH the truth, out 
others will He when the point of 
starvation comes But then we re

member An honest man when he 
is working will also be honest to his 
house even when he Is unem
ployed. So things are very hard lor 
us. 

But then we hold our belts tight in 
order to strengthen ourselves. 
And we give each other strength 
when we meet together. Now we 

are the victims And we are walk
ing on that long road to victory 
We are helping those who will fol 
low behind us. We know that we 
are helping our children. This thing 
makes us brave and gives us more 
power to go forward Still we are 
ready to continue our struggle. 

We have seen the example from 
the government and the bosses. 
They are ready to tight to push 
back our strength. The govern
ment saw the strength the union 
has given to the workers. The 
union Is there as a result of the 

strength ol the workers. 
Everyone has seen that 
strength. Now the govern
ment and the bosses want to 
cut tt off. Because we are 
using our unions to uplift 
ourselves. The workers are 
ready to tight this law that is 
trying to crush our unions. 
We must build one spirit that 
cannot be blown away. We 
are calling you. 

Remember our slogan: 
An Injury to one is an injury 
to all 

Remember that the Labour 
Law Is attacking all ol us and 
all of our unions. 

We demand: 
• That the government scrap 

this Law. 
• That the bosses reject this 

Law and agree not to use It 
against workers. 

• The right to strike and take 
solidarity action. 

• A Labour Law that protects 
the rights of workers 

• A Labour Law that 
guarantees a minimum living 
wage, sale and healthy 
working conditions, 
minimum hours, and the 
right to join the union ol 
our choice 

A Labour Law that protects the 
rights ol all workers - Including 
domestic, farm and public sector, 
and unemployed workers 
The re-instatement of all workers 
who were dismissed tor 
protesting against the Labour 
Bill 

Build worker solidarity action! 
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