
EDITORIAL 
This issue of Critical Health is long overdue.Critical 
Health has in the past failed to devote sufficient 
attention to the problems related to occupational health 
in South Africa,We hope that this issue will mark the 
beginning of a commitment to give greater coverage to 
the issues relating to work and health in South Africa. 

This issue aims to show that occupational health is 
more than just the study of the relationship between 
ill-health and specific work situations.The health of 
workers £elates_not .only to the nature of their work, 
but also to their wagesy1lying conditions,access to 
health services and other factors determined by their 
social class.It is this far more complex issue which we 
attempt to explore in some detail in the following pages. 

We also aim to show that occupational health services 
arê  themselves in a contradictory position.Although 
they provide services for sick and injured workers,they 
also serve certain very definite functions for the 
employers. 

Other articles in this issue devote attention to the 
limitations of workmen's compensation,struggles around 
occupational health,and a union-run health service. 
Articles not related to occupational health include 
brief comments on the polio epidemic and the victim
isation of a recently banned health worker. 

The specific problems of working women and health have 
been neglected in this issue.The next Critical Health, 
however,will deal with "Women and Health" and will contain 
an article on women,health and work. 

As always,we would like to make a strong appeal for 
constructive criticism of Critical Health.It is only with 
the participation of our readers that Critical Health will 
begin to meet the needs of those that it helps to assist. 

Finally,we regret to announce that ve may be forced to 
raise the price of subsequent issues of Critical Health. 
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We strongly urge people to subscribe and if possible to 
become donor subscribers by contributing to the produc
tion costs of Critical Health. 
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