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Chief M G Buthelezi, Dr w n Zyl Slabbert, His Majesty the King of the Zulus and the British Consul-General in Durban, Mr Simon
Davey, share a joke durhg Dr Slabbert's recent visit to Ukindl

War or peace?
I

n a recent formal address to the
KwaZulu Legislative Assembly,
the leader of the opposition Progressive Federal Party, Dr F van Zyl Slabbert. called once again for a national
convention which would structure a
new constitution for South Africa.
"There must be one constitution for
our country, one system of franchise
and citizenship for all," he added. To
loud agreement from members he emphasised that there should be no distinction (as there is at present) between urban Blacks and rural Blacks.
There was "common cause", he
said, between the PFPand Inkatha.
Chief Buthelezi in his reply, said
that KwaZulu was aware of the "vitally important" role the PFP was playing as the official Opposition. He also
spoke at length on the reality of violence if the politics of negotiation did
not succeed.
"The PFP is not there (in Parliament) as a result of co-operation," he
s
aid, referring to the new tricameral
Parliament which now includes
Coloured and Indian members in separate Houses and excludes Black par-

ticipation. Inkatha and the PFP campaigned unsuccessfully, against the
" y e s " vote for the new constitution.
"The PFP is a genuine opposition
and it is seen as such across virtually
all political boundaries. We in Inkatha
see the PFP as a scattering of political
common sense across the length and
breadth of South Africa.
"Because we here in Natal/
KwaZulu are engaged in forging a new
endeavour to bring about real change,
we ask ourselves the question of
whether or not the PFP will be able to
establish a regional base in Natal
which it has not got in any other Province — and which it has not got in
Natal at present."
Chief Buthelezi said it was the view
of the KwaZulu Legislative Assembly
and of Inkatha that future peace and
prosperity would not be imposed on
the country by Parliamentary Acts but
would emerge in South Africa in
groundswell first and second tier government developments.
"We do believe that we will progress
through Acts of Parliament designed
by National Party political archi-

tects," he continued.
"We will progress as reality shows
the poverty of traditional National
Party thinking and as it does so at the
local and regional levels.
Central Business Districts in cities
could not survive National Party ideology. Mining, banking and commerce
could not survive National Party ideology. The manpower requirements of
the country could not be met with National Party ideology. The market
place forces which showed National
Party ideology to be untenable, best
emerged at local and regional levels.
Chief Buthelezi told Dr van Zyl
Slabbert that he became "uneasy"
when people praised him for the relative quiet which has prevailed over
KwaZulu/Natal during the past
months — when there had been so
much unrest elsewhere in the country.
" I become uneasy because it is a
false analysis which says that it is my
restraining hand that controls Black
anger here in this part of the South
Africa," he added.
"This is just not true. I become more
than uneasy when I am asked about the
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relative quiet in this part of South Africa by people who think of the Zulus
as being more submissive than our
brothers and sisters elsewhere.
"They fail to understand that our
quietness, if it can be called that, is the
quietness of the strong. We understand the meaning of violence. We ourselves have been subjected to the violence of wars.
"The Battle of Blood River in 1838
did not annihilate the Zulus and they
were not destroyed when they were
conquered in 1879 by the full might of
the British army. And before these
events, KwaZulu controlled virtually
the whole of Southern Africa.
"We know the meaning of war.
Were we to unleash the kind of vagrant
violent forces we see everywhere in
South Africa, this country would
never be the same again — not for us, ¥ _ T is Majesty the King of the Zulus, King Goodwill Zwelithini ka BhekuZuIu,
or for our children, or for your children JL JL recently made history when he became the Black in South Africa to address the
Dr van Zyl Slabbert, nor for their
President's Council.
children after them..."
Although he is a non-1
"Whenever I travel
4
political figure. King
<;-;•
across our beautiful
Goodwill's address
I^^H^^
country, 1 wonder why
carried important
Ik
we have such difficulty
R
i
^
^
z
^
^
^
B
political overtones as he
in producing the same
labyrinth of coinciding
did not hesitate to lash
?<* .v m
out against the present
concerns in our politics
constitutional dispenm^J
B a n c i i n o u r S0Cia^ life.
sation for Black South 1
"Our bridges would
Africans.
*OV>? *"••• collapse, our roads

Zulu King
speaks his
mind to
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which will not
simply melt away
in the face
of failure'

Chief Buthelezi said the relative
quiet of KwaZulu and Natal had to be
traced to the very widespread Black
view that the KwaZulu Legislative
Assembly had gathered the kind of
power Black South Africa needed to
negotiate real change with the Government.
"There are some who actually think
in the idiom that Buthelezi will keep
the kaffirs of Natal quiet," he said.
"Nothing can be further from the
truth. The most I can do which is at the
same time the very leastthat I must do,
is to fulfill the promises of this House
and Inkatha to make progress through
the politics of negotiation and the use
of non-violent tactics and strategies."
He warned that lack of progress in
this direction and disillusionment with
the politics of negotiation would show
present levels of Black outbursts in the
country to be "mere dabblings" in
violence.
"I have built up a very vast constituency which will not simply melt
away in the face of failure," Chief
Buthelezi continued.
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He declared tne rresident's Council as "this
exclusive enclave of the
new constitution in
which Black voices are
not heard" and he called
for "co-operation across
all barriers."
The king continued:
"In this White holiest of
holy places, I speak as
theheadofofadisenfranchised people and I
cannot hide the fact that
these thoughts are crossingmymind."
He then went on to say
that the beauty of the
country and the development going on which he
had seen as he had
travelled from KwaZulu
to Cape Town had deeply affected him.
"In all this I see a vast
network of human interaction and human cooperation," he said.
"I see the totality of an
economic system, a
veritable labyrinth of
coinciding concerns
with success.
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King Goodwill said he
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was not an active politician and his Royal
U
station demanded tht he
stretched his arms to al
people.
Technology belonged
mi
to all mankind and all
those who were blind to
11
this were also blind to
the contribution that
Black people had made
to the development of
the country.
"South Africa is one
| place for all its people,"
he said.

