
EDITORIAL

This issue of our louma!, appears a few months after the first multiracial
elections in South Africa. Vou will immediately ask what relevance that event
held for theology and for this journal in particular. The answer is not so diffi
cult. Theology, especially Black Theology, was deeply involved at its own
level, in the long and arduous task of the delegitimization of the apartheid
state as well as in attacking its theological underpinnings. You will recall the
condemnation of the theology of apartheid as a heresy by the World Council
of Churches, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and other Christian
bodies. On the other hand, it was Black theology, more than any other theol
ogy, which raised the issue of the agency of Black people in the struggle
against racism in a situation where black people were relegated to objects.
This theology told Black victims of white theology that they were made in
God's image and have to be co-creators with the God who creates out of
nothing. The victory over the apartheid state is evidence of tbe effectiveness

of their agency.
When the new democratic moment arrived, black people were ready to be

responsible political agents of a political destiny for South Africa. They voted
and the rubicon was crossed.

Now the stage has been set for black people in general and black christians
in particular to determine the agenda for society and theology for the next
few remaining years before the close of the twentieth century. Some of the

issues are beginning to loom very large on the theological horizon are in
cluded in this volume. Some are new and others not. What really makes the
difference is the new context this side of the rubicon. We hope that you will
enjoy reading them and respond.

"


