
EDITORIAL

In this issue we wish to share with our readers an assortment of
very interesting articles. The first two articles, from the hands of
James Cone and Takatso Mofokeng, discuss one of the
fundamental Christian doctrines - the theology of the cross.
Looking at it from American and South African perspectives, the
two black theologians explore the meaning of the cross and its
significance in the lives of oppressed black people, thereby try to
redeem it against the background of the attempted misuses of the
theology of the cross by racist white Christians who, in the past,
have tried to encourage their black victims to "carry their crosses
with dignity and without complaint as Jesus Christ carried the
cross."

Buti Tlhagale has made invaluable contribution in the development
of the theology of labour. However, in this article entitled ''The
Right to Employment", Thlagale raise fundamental questions
concerning the adequacy of any theology of labour which has not
come to terms with the problem of unemployment which has
marginalised and dehumanised millions of people who have no
hope of participating meaning~ully in the economic system.

The concluding article is the statement which emerged at the Third
general Assembly of the Ecumenical Association of Third World
Theologians (EATWOT) held in Nairobi, Kenya on January 5-16,
1992. Not only did EATWOT review the validity of Liberation
Theology at a time in which most people in the Third World are
not only facing defeat at the hands of Western capitalism, but also
looked for signs of hope for the oppressed poor. It addresses
crucial issues which must be openly confronted and dealt with, if
theology is going to be both relevant to and liberative for the
world's two·thirds majority in the Third World. I recommend it for
prayerful study by those who are concerned about doing something
about the oppression and injustices to which the majority of the
people in the South are subjected to.
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