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The Crucified Among the Crossbearers
Molokeng. Takatso A.
Kampen: ).H. Kok. 1983, pp. 273
Mafakeng's book, originally submitted as a doctoral thesis at the Theologische
Hogeschool van de Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland. constitutes an important
slep in the development of Black theology: it goes beyond the prolegomena thai
has characterized much of the publication so rar by Black theologians. which
merely called for the doing of Black theology rather than doing materiallheology
itself. Mofokeng shows how Black theology can be done.
The work comprises five long chapters. In the first chapter, he critically
analyses the sociopolitical factors that have given birth to Black consciousness as
well as its theological correlate: Black theology. Both chapters are critical of traditional theology which supports the oppressive status quo, and are a manifestation
of emergence of new Black subjectivity which struggles to fashion its own history
and destiny. Mofokeng concludes the chapter by developing a Black Christology
that is rooted and grounded in a thorough-going trinitarian understanding of
God's involvement in history to redeem fallen humanity and to recreate it, thereby
empowering even the oppressed peoples to become co--creators of history with
God.

In chapter two, the author discusses Sobrino's Christology with a view to finding some help in developing Black Christology which is historical and concrete in
response to the needs of the poor and oppressed Christians of today. He is attracted
to Sabrina's focus on the historical Jesus whose life unfolded, matured and
revealed God in conflict with historical forces at play with all their political,
social, economic and religious contradictions in the Palestine of Jesus' lime. In
particular, Mofokeng draws our attention to Sabrina's dialectical interpretation of
Jesus' life, characterized by temptation and attacks on bis mission by those who
benefitted from the status quo, and by Jesus' progressive overcoming of those
attacks by facing the wrath of his attackers and by dying vicariously at the hands
of his assissins. This dialectic was carried to its heights when Jesus suffered on the
cross, dying a lonely death as one foresaken by God, and by his triumphant resurrection, thereby giving the oppressed a stubborn and militant faith and hope able
to withstand their own historical oppressions and destructions. He concludes the
chapter by comparing and contrasting the Chrislology of Sobrlno and Black Christology, noting that the former is unhelpful in its overemphasis on the cross at the
expense of the resurrection, because this fails to provide hope for Black South
Africans who have experienced a "long Good Friday" at the hands of their oppresSO'S.
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In chapter three, Mofokeng discusses Barth's "high" Christology, noting that
Barth's pastoral involvement at Safenwil Parish and political involvement during
the World War II influenced and coloured his concern for a theology which advocated for the creation of a new human subjectivity so that men and women can
become subjects in the creation of a new world of justice and freedom. He notes
with deep satisfaction Barth's trinitarian grounding of Christology and its special
emphasis on the resurrection of Jesus, from whose vintage point we come to
understand the salvation and elevation of fallen humanity, thus creating new subjectivity in them through the Spirit so that humanity could become the agent of liberation. Mofokeng finds Barth's Christology relevant in our situation in which
Black humanity has been shattered by oppression and alienation. because it
declares that God can recreate them out their "nothingness", activate and
empower and move them to some positive actions for justice and liberation. The
emergence Black consciousness and Black theology in response to Black
dehumanization are confirmations of this recreativity of God, according to
Mofokeng' appropriation of Barth's theology.
Chapter four comprises a comparison of the Christologies of Sobrino and Barth,
noting the strength and weakness of each. thus laying the foundation for
Mofokeng's own development of Black Christology in chapter five. This is the
chapter in which Mofokeng is at his best, and really makes a substantial contribu·
tion toward the construction of Black Christology. In a very persuasive way, he
tries to show that Jesus was in solidarity with the poor, taking their side, accompanying them in their search for their humanity, and assuring them that the crosses they bear will not be in vain but will be rewarded with victory - in the same
manner that he triumphed over evil through his resurrection from the dead. And
this victory of resurrection is a source of inspiration and empowerment for oppressed peoples as they become the agents of their own history: it gives them faith
against the destruction of faith. love against hatred, and hope against hopelessness
and resignation.
This is a book worthwhile reading. even though it is not an easy book to read due
to its complexity of expression and tortuous style.
Professor Simon S. MaimeJa, Department ofSystematic Theology, Unisa
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A place in the Sun

Witvliet, Thea
Mary Knoll: Orbis and London: SCM Press, 1985. 1x+ 182 pp. $8.95

This volume is a courageous attempt to understand, interpret. and mediate various features of liberation theology of the Third World to the western Christian
churches in which that theology has so far not struck a responsive chord. Indeed.
Witvliet is doing to the European churches what Brown has done to the North
American churches through his book Theology in a New Key (1978). In both books
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there is a serious attempt to come to terms with what Third World Theologians are
saying and to highlight what is of value in the theological claims of those theologians without compromising their critical stance.
Witvliet's book comprises seven chapters. Chapter 1 provides a very useful and
perceptive analysis and gives useful insights about the historical contexts of the
Third World that gave birth to this new theological phenomenon known as liberation theology. Chapter 2 looks at the methodological contribution of liberation
theologians that led to a break with western theology and to the construction of an
alternative liberation theology. Chapter 3 discusses the problem of racism both in
North America and South Africa as well as the emergence of Black Theology in
response to racial oppression. Chapter 4 provides a useful analysis of the problem
of colonialism in Africa and the concomitant cultural and religious domination of
Africans by the West. The chapter also discusses African theology as well as
attempts at cultural liberation by Africans. The author also suggests ways and
means by which South African Black Theology and African Theology could be
brought into meaningful and creative relationship with each other. Chapter 5 critically looks at the hitberto unknown theology in the Caribbean in responsive to
colonialization, slavery and domination. Witvliet concludes the Chapter with
useful information about the emergence and contribution of non-Christian Rastafarian Movements in the Caribbean struggles for liberation. Chapter 6 discusses
at lengthy the Latin American theology of liberation. This in my view is perhaps
the best and perceptive chapter in the entire book as well as a good introduction
to the contribution of Latin American theologians not only in their continent but
also in the Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians. Chapter 7 takes
up Asian theology in the context of other Eastern World religions such as Buddhism. Hinduism. Islam. etc. The author notes with deep insight the destructive features that characterize Asian theology, such as the theme of liberation and the
inculturation of Christian religion in a non-Christian culture.
Although Witvliet has regrettably omitted the feminist theology of liberation for
reasons that are not persuasive. this volume commends itself for its comprehensiveness, and courageous attempts to discuss such a broad topic as liberation
theology. It is one of the best comparative studie on liberation theology to come
out in print and I recommend it to all students of theology who want to come to
terms with theological developments in the Third World.

ProfS S Maimela, Department ofSystematic Theology, UN/SA

God's Creative Activity through the Law
Maimela, S S
(Pretoria: University of South Africa. 1984) pp. VIII

+ 241

R20.95

The Law-Gospel debate is one of the most fundamental issues in Protestant theology. Luther maintained that nobody who is unable to distinguish between Law
and Gospel can call himself. a theologian while Barth attributed the failure of German theology during the Hitler-period to a separation of the Law from the Gospel.
The debate is one of the prime training grounds of theological thinkin~, compar-
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able in complexity and consequence to the Christological and Trinitarian doctrines. To struggle through this problematic will be a foundation-laying exercise
for students.
Maimela analyses the positions of the two main opponents in the debate during
the 20th century. Barth and Elert. He handles the contrast with considerable
expertise although there will always be differences of judgment in such complicated material.
After this analytical section Maimela proceeds with his own constructive statement in which, I believe, lies the strength of his work. He chooses the so-called
civil use of the law. which was rather neglected in the debate between Barth and
Elert, as his point of departure. This use of the law has had a traditional affinity
with the doctrine of creation but the relation has always been somewhat foggy.
Apart from that, both the civil use of the law and the doctrine of creation have traditionally been seen in rather static terms. By linking up the Old Testament concept
of the creative command of God with the traditional doctrine of the croatia continua and the related doctrine of providence he comes to a concept of law which
is the instrument of God's ongoing creative activity, a creativity in which man is
involved.
The significance of this procedure lies in the following. Maimela adds a new
perspective to the debate in that he approaches it from a novel angle. With that he
opens up an avenue for a theological ethic based not on redemption (thus
restricted to Christiansl but on creation (thus common to all humankind). But he
goes beyond similar traditional attempts by stressing creation as an ongoing
dynamic process. By doing so he established an inner link between traditional
Western theology and new trends such as Latin-American liberation theology - a
link which has been missing in most cases. But he also attempts to avoid the traps
of a "natural theology" by stressing that the inner rationale of God's creative activity is identical with the inner rationale of his redemption in Christ, viz. love.
Although a host of new problems emerge, I feel that this is a substantial contribution to the modern theological debate. As the first major work of an emerging
black South African theologian it deserves to be read by us all.
Prof Klaus Niirnberg, University of South Africa

Jesus in Latin America
Sobrino, Jon
Maryknoll: Orbis Books. 1987. xvi

&

189 pp. $11.95

The volume consists of 8 articles written between 1978 and 1982. Although they
were written for different audiences, the articles overlap a great deal and constitute a unity because they all address the central question of who Jesus is and what
his significance is for human life.
The author also provides useful resume for Chapters 1 and 2. spelling out their
purpose, namely, to respond to and clarify questions and doubts generated by
Latin American Christology, to defend it aganst wrongful attacks, and to make a
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theoretical contribution to the question of the "historical" Jesus and its relevance
for Latin America.
In Chapters 3-4, Sobrino addresses the relation between the Church and the
kingdom of God, highlighting the messages which Jesus preached, namely the
kingdom of God and its relation to justice issues and the transformation of unjust
and oppressive world. Sobrino persuasively shows how Jesus struggled against
sin and its social consequences in order to procure life in all its fullness for
humanity, especially the downtrodden.
Chapters 5-8, are devoted to the relation between Jesus and the Christian life.
With deep insight, Sabrina notes that Christian discipleship involves a double
conversion to Jesus' gospel: It brings about a radical inner personal, transformation and gives rise to a Christian commitment towards the transformation of the
sociopolitical and economic structures of society in favour of the poor and oppressed. Put somewhat differently, Sobrino argues that an intrinsic link should be
made between faith and ethics, and between confession of faith in God and confession of justice in society. For only if such a link between personal conversion and
Christian commitment to social justice is maintained, will it be possible forChristians to work jointly with God to build up the kingdom of God. In one of his perceptive statements, Sabrina writes: "Christ's Lordship is exercised by his followers in the repetition of God's deed in the raising of Jesus; it is exercised in giving
life to history's crucified, in giving life to those whose lives are threatened. This
transformation of the world and history in conformity with God's will is what
gives actual form to Jesus' Lordship .... Those who devote themselves to this live
as risen in history". (p. 156).
Sobrino's book is a thought-provoking and balanced account of the spirituality
of liberation theology which integrates faith and works.

ProfSimon S Maimela. University of South Africa

The Option for Inslusive Democracy: A theological-ethical study of appropriate
social values for South Africa
by Bernard Lategan,johann Kinghorn, Lourens du Plessis and Etienne de Vi/liers.
University of SteIJenbosch:
Centre for Hermeneutics, 1987. 30pp.

Reviewed by Mokgethi Motlhabi
This booklet, published under the auspices of the Centre for Hermeneutics of the
University of Stellenbosch, is divided into two main chapters. These chapters may
in turn be dissected into three parts or sections. The first section analyzes and
spells out what may be considered to be an acceptable quality of life in any society,
with particular reference to South Africa. The second section adopts the principles outlined in the first section and further analyzes them into negative. unacceptable values and positive, acceptable values. It also describes the disturbing
limitations in any attempt to bring the acceptable values into realization in South
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Africa. The book concludes with an appendix of an experimental declaration of
human rights.
The authors begin in a rather negative tone and conclude with the same tone
after offering very encouraging views in the main body of their essay. After stating
in the preface that even whites in growing numbers in this country now appear
willing to abandon the system of apartheid, they caution that the "criteria of race
and ethnicity have become so ingrained in people's value judgements and consequently entrenched in the structure of our society that a dispensation free from
these criteria is hard to imagine." These words remain like a dark cloud in one's
mind even as one is inclined to derive some encouragement from what follows.
Then, as if to wipe out any lingering optimism once and for all, comes the conclusion that the positive values described should not be striven for hurriedly because
of the great deal of mistrust and misunderstanding which have been entrenched
through forty years of the apartheid regime.
At this stage one no longer knows what conclusion exactly to draw from the
hook as a whole. Nor can one help but feel that it is precisely this kind of "realism"
- as often advocated - that helps perpetuate the apartheid system with its inherent
evil. It also indicates the confines within which the authors themselves are able to
operate in criticising the system from within as members of the white community.
Notwithstanding the sour taste with which one is left in the end, the central part
of the book is a source of some hope for future reflection in the quest for solutions
to apartheid and white domination. Here apartheid with its injustices - its inculcation of "man's" inhumanity to "man" - is denounced as being in opposition to
God's law and plan for humanity. The authors openly advocate an open society
based on the will of all the governed, with no race, colour, or any other form of
negative criteria. They prescribe the limits of government in a manner reminiscent
of Martin Luther's "Secular Authority: To What Extent It Can be Obeyed." Because
all human beings are created equal by God, no human authority has the power to
put some in a privileged position while others are given the status of an underdog:
"In Christ there is neither bound nor free ...... Accordingly, all must enjoy freedom,
human rights, state protection and provision of basic needs, as well as equality
before the law. A government which is no longer for the good of all cannot be con·
doned, they conclude.
This booklet is certainly a must for all who are engaged in the search of a
theological solution for South Africa's "man"·made problems. The authors must
be commended for their positive recommendations and, at the same time,
ruthlessly criticized for their hesitance and pessimism in endorsing obvious solutions.

