Simonstown Black Sash Leads the Struggle

AGAINST GROUP AREAS

A L O N G and arduous struggle against group
areas has been fought by the citizens of
Simonstown. From the beginning, the Simonstown branch of the Black Sash has been at the
head of the opposition.
When ihc proposal* for ihc (own were published,
responsible citi/ens were horrified for, if put into
practice, they would affect the lives, homes and livelihood of almost all the non-while citizens, apart from
the expense of some £250.000. It was felt that since
there had always been natural residential segregation
in the town and there had never been any friction
between the racial groups, the status quo should
remain.
And so the Simonstown Group Areas Liaison Committee was formed under the chairmanship of Mrs.
Willis. National Treasurer of the Black Sash. This
was a corporate committee consisting of representa-

tives of the Anglican. Roman Catholic and Methodist
Churches, Noorul Islam Mosque Trustees, Chamber
of Commerce. Glcncairn Civic Society, Simonstown/
Glcncairn Ratepayers and Civic Association, Woodlands Ratepayers Association. Simonstown Black
Sash, Simonstown Indian Association and the Group
Areas Co-ordinating Committee (which represents
non-Whites generally).
A public inquiry was held on 3rd August and some
of the organisations and the hundreds of individuals
who had sent in objections were called upon to appear
before it. The Liaison Committee fell that no expense
should be spared in employing the best attorneys
and counsel. By forming one corporate committee
it was necessary to brief only one counsel and one
attorney, who were willing to appear for any individual member or any component organisation as long
as they objected to any group areas being proclaimed
at all. To raise the necessary money, women of all
races, working side by side, organised a morning
market and a house-to-house drive, and the target of
£400 was reached.

t

