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CHRISTIAN NATIONAL 

EDUCATION 
Is it Christian t Is it Education t 

I N 1948 a pamphlet was issued in Afrikaans 
by the Institute for Christian National Edu

cation (I.C.N.O.). under the auspices of the 
Federation of Afrikaans Cultural Societies 
(F.A.K.). entitled "Christian National Educa
tion Policy." A list of the Directors of the 
Institute is given: Adv. G. F. de V. Hugo 
(Chairman), Mr. J. H. Greijbe (Vice-Chairman). 
Prof. Dr. J. G. Meiring. Dr. T. E. Donges, M.P.. 
Prof. Dr. J. Chris Coetzee, Ds. D. P. Laurie, 
Prof. H . P. Wolmarans. Dr. E. G. Jansen. M.P., 
Dr. E. Greyling and Ds. G. D. Worst. There is 
a preface by the Chairman of the F.A.K., J. C. 
van Rooy, in which the following statement 

appears: 
"Our Afrikaans schools must not merely be 

mother-tongue schools; Ihey must be places where 
our children will be saturated with the Christian 
and National spiritual cultural stuff of oor nation. 
The dual medium struggle has opened our eyes, 
and there Is going to be a struggle about the 
realisation of these ideals. We want no mixing of 
languages, no mixing of cultures, no mixing of 
religions and no mixing of races. We are winning 
the medium struggle. The struggle for the Christian 
and National school still lies before as." 

Key Subject: Religion 
The document itself is verbose and sometimes 

obscure. The following is an abridged translation of 
extracts from it. There are 15 articles. 

Article I — 
All While children should be educated according 

to the view of life of their parents. This means that 
Afrikaans-speaking children should have a Christian-
Nationalist education, for the Christian and National 
£ n i: of the Afrikaner nation must be preserved and 

vcloped. By Christian, in this context, we mean 
according to the creeds of the three Afrikaner 
churches; by Nationalist we mean cmbucd with the 
love of one's own, especially one's own language, 
history and culture. Nationalism must be rooted in 
Christianity. 
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Article II — 
The key subject in school should be religion (the 

study of the Bible and the three Afrikaner creeds); 
and the religious spirit should permeate all subjects 
and the entire school. 

VER WOERD Pledges National 
Education Policy 

' p H E Government will introduce legis
lation to enforce a national educational 

policy in South Africa, the Prime Minis
ter, Dr. Verwoerd, has announced. 

The Prime Minister said there should 
be uniformity in the sphere of education. 
It could not be otherwise, because the 
nation could maintain only one ideal in 
the sphere of education. 

There could not be one ideal in one 
part of the country and another in another 
part. The Government would lay down 
in legislation that which could be ex
pected from education in South Africa. 

Nationalist institutions and provincial 
authorities would have to adjust them
selves to that new educational ideal. 
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Article VI — Content of Education : 
(i) . . . All God's creation and Man's work must 

he studied. But the spirit of all teaching must be 
Christian-Nationalist; in no subject may anti-Christian 
or non-Christian or anti-nationalist or non-nationalist 
propaganda be made. . . . 

(iii) Rilingualism cannot be the aim of education. 
(v) Geography: Every nation is rooted in a 

country allotted to it by God. Geography should 
aim at giving the pupil a thorough knowledge of his 
country . . . in such a way that he will love his 
country, also when compared and contrasted with 
others, and be ready to defend it, preserve it from 
poverty and improve it for posterity. 

(vi) History: History should be seen as the fulfil
ment of God's plan for humanity . . . God has 
enjoined on each nation its individual task in the 
fulfilment of His purpose. Young people can only 
undertake the national task fruitfully if they acquire 
a true vision of the origin of the nation and of the 
direction of the national heritage. Next to the mother 
tongue the history of the Fatherland is the best 
channel for cultivating the love of one's own which 

is nationalism. 

Article VII — Discipline : 
(ii) Discipline: All authority in school is borrowed 

from God. The Christian-Nationalist end should be 
kept in view. 

Article V m -
(i) Lays down that there must be separate, single-

medium schools for Afrikaans and English-speaking 
children. In each there should be the right relation
ship between home, school, church and state. 

(iii) The Home: Education is the right and duty 
of the parents, who must decide, in collaboration 
with Church and State, what spirit shall animate 
the school. The parents in community (not as indi
viduals) must establish, maintain and control schools 
which will foster their own view of life, they must 
appoint the teachers and keep a watch on the 
teaching. 

(iv) The Church: The church must exercise the 
necessary discipline over the doctrine and lives of 
the teachers. The vigilance must be exercised 
through the parents. . . . In normal circumstances, 
the church should not erect schools, but may be 
compelled to do so (a) if the existing schools are 
unchristian and unnationalist and (b) in the heathen 
world. 

(v) The Slate: The state must ensure a proper 
scientific and moral stand in education, and enforce 
law and right in school life. It may not, however, 
determine the directing spirit of education provided 
that, as judged by God's law, it is not harmful to 
the state. . . . 

(vii) . . . Our ideal is the Christian-Nationalist 
school; but for the time being we must be content 
to leaven the existing public schools. 

Article XII—The Teacher: 
(i) Being a substitute for the parent, the teacher 

docs the parent's work as the parent himself would 

The New Education 
"South Africa is possibly the only country 

in the world with an educational system that 
fosters disunity between different groups." — 
Professor J. A. Lauwerys of London Univer
sity, reported in Imvo Zabantsundu. 

• • • 

"The chief aim in science teaching must 
always be the consolidation of our Western 
Christian civilization. In this light, the question 
arises whether modern biology with its evolu
tionist warp and woof, does not contain great 
danger for us." — From an article in Die Unie, 
organ of the S.A. Onderwysersurue. 

• • • 

"The question parents should ask themselves 
is how far Christian National Education con
forms to the standard of 20lh century teaching. 
To young people of the modern world, where 
even West African tribesmen are beginning to 
think in continental terms, a conception of 
history based on narrow nationalism and 
isolation would be a crippling handicap." 

— The Sunday Times. 
• • • 

"The test of a good scientist would be not 
his work, but his private religious beliefs." — 
Comment in the Evening Post on speeches at 
the annual congress of the Vereniging vir 
Christelike Hoer Onderwvs. 

• • * 

"Liberty of conscience and freedom of in
quiry, freedom from the obligation to hold 
and propagate any kind of dogma, is fairly 
new in the West, and not everywhere safely 
established." 

— Dr. W. D. Terry, Rhodes University. 

do it were he able. Unless, therefore, he is a Chris
tian, he is a deadly danger to us. 

(ii) Our substitutes should be properly trained in 
Christianity, and in the secular subjects, especially 
pedagogy. Training College personnel should also 
be Christian and Nationalist. 

Article XI — Higher Education : 
(i) The basis for this is the same as for schools. 
(ii) The content should be scientific, but founded 

on the Christian Faith. The Christian doctrine and 
philosophy should be taught and practised. But we 
desire still more: the secular sciences should be 
taught according to the Christian and Nationalist 
view of life. University teaching should be thetic 
rather than anti-thctic, never purely eclectic and 
never rcconciliatory. Science should be expounded 
in a positively Christian light, and contrasted with 
non-Christian science. Universities should never give 
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CHRISTIAN NATIONAL KIH < VI ION — Com 

unintcgralcd inslruclion. merely choosing here and 
choosing ihcrc; there should be no attempt 10 recon
cile or abolish the fundamental oppositions; for 
Crealor and created, man and beast, individual and 
community, authority and freedom remain in prin
ciple insoluble in each other. Especially in the uni
versities do we need the right personnel; for pro
fessors and lecturers make the institution and deter
mine its guiding spirit. It is all-important therefore 
thai the teaching stair should be convinced Christian-
Naiionalisl scientists. 

(Hi) Higher education should be so controlled 
that the Christian-Nationalist view of life may come 
into its own. 

Articles XIV and XV deal summarily with Col
oured and Native education, neither of which should 
be financed at the expense of the White. The task 
of the Afrikaner is to christianise the non-White, to 
teach him to be happy and separate, and inculcate the 
Boer nation's view of life. 

No Freedom of Thought 

THE document speaks for itself, but there arc some 
matters that call for comment. 

In the Mrs! place it is necessary to bear in mind, 
in reading it. the author's definition of "Christian" 
and that the schools envisaged are, nevertheless, not 
at any lime church schools, but state schools, to be 
paid for out of public money. 

All authority in school is borrowed from God. 
and ihcrc may be no un-Christian-Nationalist or non-
Christian-Nationalist "propaganda", nor may the 
state have any say in the character of education. In 
other words, there will be Calvinist church domina
tion, an educational theocracy of the strictest and 
narrowest kind, and as authority is borrowed from 
God. no criticism or freedom of thought will be 
allowed. 

Theoretically. English-speaking children may go to 
separate schools — in fact, there is the greatest desire 
for separation, for not mixing with them. But in 
the overwhelming majority of villages and small 
towns the numbers of English-speaking children have 
not yet been sullicicnt to warrant separate schools, 
and they are taught under the same conditions, and 
b\ the same teachers, as the others. And this applies 
even more to the children of Afrikaans-speaking 
parents who arc not Christian-Nationalist. 

Parents are to be regarded not as individuals but 
only in the mass. The fate of the Van dcr By! Park 
School, where the wishes of all the parents were over
ridden, is significant. A strict watch will be kept 
b\ parents and church over the teaching and lives 
of the teachers, who must be Christian-Nationalist, 
and not even in the universities is freedom of con
science to be allowed. 

God has allotted South Africa to the Afrikaners, 
to carry out His allotted Nationalist purpose. What 
that is, apart from Christianising the heathen, is 

The "Foreign" Outlook 
The Administrator (of the Transvaal) said 

that immigrant teachers can do a lot of harm 
because they do not know South African con
ditions. Already about 30 per cent, of the 
staff of English-medium schools were Afri
kaans-speaking. He would prefer an Afrikaans-
speaking teacher to educate pupils in English-
medium schools to teachers from overseas who 
might have foreign outlooks. 

— Pretoria News. 

nowhere specified. Geography and history are 
(rightly) regarded as most apt subjects for inculcating 
Christian-Nationalism. (The history book written by 
a Transvaal inspector of schools and another person, 
and recently reviewed in the Press, is the fruit of 
this selective approach to history.) 

This is the approach to knowledge in general. 
Article XI (ii) is obscurely worded, but the important 
points that emerge arc: 

1. Science must be taught according to the Chris
tian-Nationalist view of life — it must be "posi
tively Christian"; 

2. Science must not be inductive and experimental; 
3. There is irreconcilable opposition between man 

and beast — evolution is heresy (and the world 
presumably is 6,000 years old!); 

4. Individual and community arc fundamentally 
opposed — this is the Communist and Nazi doc
trine of the state, not as a collection of indi
viduals, but as having a being of its own, separate 
from and superior to the individual. 

5. Authority and freedom arc irreconcilable. This 
is absolute authoritarianism, like that of Com
munism and Nazism. 

As there would be no freedom of conscience, and 
university education entirely controlled, there could 
he no scientific research, as the "findings" of science 
would be predetermined; and no freedom of thought 
on pain of Calvinist and fundamentalist discipline. 

This document is no idle threat to education. 
It has (he approbation of all influential Afrikaner 
bodies, and since the Nationalists have been in 
power, and earlier, it has been increasingly imple
mented in schools. 

For more than ten years the Afrikaans-speaking 
youth of our country have been indoctrinated with 
Christian-Nationalism. The fruits of this doctrine are 
to be seen in many ways — in the deep division 
between English and Afrikaans-speaking; increasing 
unilingualism. especially of the Afrikaner; the con
tents and tone of (he Afrikaans teachers' iournals; 
and the legislation about the "open" universities. 
Fort Hare, and the Bantu colleges. 

Nell Marquurd 
Cape Western Hvyimial Cmmtil 
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