
TALK POLITICS! 
When bad men combine, the good must asso

ciate; else they will jail, one by one, an 
unpitied sacrifice in a contemptible 
struggle. 

—Edmund Burke 

J H A T is all very well, but the trouble is that 
the bad men are always better at combin

ing. In a democracy such as ours in South 
Africa there is a great tendency to take it for 
granted that the government is as democratic 
as we are. This is certainly not true at the 
moment. It is doubtful whether it is likely 
to be true within our lifetime. The pressures 
against a democratic government today or in 
the foreseeable future are enormous. The 
drift from democracy is likely to increase, 
whatever government is in power, but if we 
want to retain democracy at all, we will have 
to fight for it. 

This means that every single person who is 
interested in retaining a democratic form of 
government will have to wajce up and realise 
that it can only be caught now by the tail of 
its skirt, as it disappears round the corner. 

But then comes the question: what can you 
or I do at any given moment to prevent the 
country from slipping into a police state? How 
is this going to be stopped by sitting over 
cups of coffee after committee meetings? Well, 
there are several answers to that one. The first 
answer is that a great deal can be done by 
talking over coffee cups, as long as they are in 
the right houses and on the right stoeps. There 
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IN A TYRANNY, THE SMALLEST 
ACT OF R E S I S T A N C E GIVES 
OTHERS COURAGE. 

is no point in talking politics to the converted, 
but if you introduce the subject after dinner 
when everybody else is complacent the result 
can be electric and lasting. Talking politics, 
especially on occasions when it is unpopular, 
is one of the surest ways of getting people to 
think politics. In 1940 Mussolini ordered the 
removal of all the marble-topped tables from 
the cafes in Rome. He said that people sat 
around and talked politics, and this annoyed 
him. Needless to say his order was not obeyed, 
but the fact is interesting if only to show how 
scared he was of people merely talking. 

The second answer is that an enormous 
amount can be done by a demonstration or a 
gesture. The Freedom Radio is a case in 
point. All law-abiding citizens must deprecate 
this gesture of defiance, but the fact remains 
that certain people have found it necessary to 
make it. The people behind this illegal activity 
did not wait for what is vaguely known as "a 
lead." They went right out and did something. 
We are not advocating similar activities, but 
we merely mention the Freedom Radio as an 
example of what can be done by a handful of 
people who are sufficiently moved to feel that 
they cannot wait. 

One of the bugbears of democracy is con
formity. Democracy relics on the theory that 
one should count heads instead of breaking 
them. That is perfectly true, but this theory 
carries with it the danger that one thinks that 
counting heads is all that is needed. It is also 
necessary to beat something into the heads that 
are going to be counted. And one cannot sit 
back and expect somebody else to do the work. 

One of the creations of our time is an 
amorphous monster known as "They." "They" 
will look after it; "They" would never dream 
of allowing such a thing to happen; "They" 
will stop it before it goes too far; "They" will 
tell us when "They" want us to do something 
about it. 

The fact is. there isn't any "They." "They" 
are you. 
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