
The Voice of the Church 
We have invited leaders of the major 

Church groups in South Africa to declare their 
Churches' attitude to the problems of race and 
colour which beset our Society. 

In the July issue the REV. D R . W E B B spoke 
for the Methodist Church. This month the 
RIGHT REVEREND AMBROSE REEVES speaks for 
the Anglican Church of the Province of South 
Africa. 
J^S a self-governing province of the Anglican Com

munion, the Church of the Province of South 
Africa, takes its stand in racial matters on the state
ment issued by the Bishops of the Anglican Com
munion at the Lambeth Conference which declared, 
"that all men, irrespective of race or colour, arc 
equally the objects of God's love and arc called to 
love and serve Him. All men arc made in His 
image: for all Christ died; and to all there is made 
the offer of eternal life. Every individual is therefore 
bound by duties towards God and towards other 
men, and has certain rights without the enjoyment 
of which he cannot freely perform those duties. 
These rights should be declared by the Church, 
recognized by the State, and safeguarded by inter
national law." For this reason the Anglican Church 
believes that the only national policy which is 
morally defensible is one that gives the fullest 
measure of development to the members of all racial 
groups. Wc believe that it is morally wrong to follow 
a policy which has as its object the keeping of any 
particular ethnic group in a permanent position of 
inferiority, and are persuaded that racial discrimi
nation in this country is directed to this end. Because 
of these convictions the Anglican Church cannot 
approve of apartheid. 
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While it is true that linguistic and geographical 
reasons mean that many of our African and Euro
pean members normally worship in different places, 
this does not mean that we approve of the principle 
of segregation. No one has any authority to exclude 
any church person of any race from any one of our 
churches if such a person presents himself there for 
that purpose. Further, those of every race are to be 
found sitting together in our Synods and on our 
boards and committees taking their full share in 
framing legislation for the conduct of church affairs 
and in shaping Ihe policy of the church. Our clergy 
of all.races meet together regularly in our clerical 
societies, and from time to time preach in one 
another's churches. The Bishop is equally the 
Fathcr-in-God of all churchpcoplc in his diocese, 
whatever may be their colour. There are 750.000 
Africans in the Anglican Church in South Africa, 
double the number of white people. It is small won
der that in such a church there has been, and still is, 
an uncompromising condemnation of South African 
racialism. 

An examination of the charges delivered by the 
Bishop in these last years, as well as many resolutions 
of both Provincial and Diocesan Synods shows 

clearly that the church is very sensitive to the needs 
of any who arc underprivileged, irrespective of the 
colour of their skins. This is inevitable, for as the 
Provincial Synod declared in 1950 "We arc a multi
racial church." We know that when some of our 
members suffer we are all involved, and are therefore 
deeply concerned with the needs of our neighbour, 
irrespective of the racial group to which he may 
belong. 

In particular the Anglican Church has been deeply 
concerned by the constant stream of legislation which 
has discriminated between the white citizens and the 
rest of our South African community, to the serious 
disadvantage of the latter. This we consider to be 
one of the most disturbing features of our times, 
for we believe that one of the basic requirements for 
any healthy community life is that all men shall be 
equal before the law. and that men shall not be 
discriminated against because of their colour. The 
Anglican Church is firmly convinced that the day 
must come when every racial group must have some 
effective voice in the government of our country, and 
be enabled to make the fullest contribution of which 
they arc capable to its welfare. For the coming of 
that day we shall not cease to work and to pray. 
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SECRETARIES 
BORDER. 

C. Mrs. D. Curry, 3 Carisbrookc Road, 
Stirling Ext., East London. 

S. Mrs. E. Wiggcll, 4 Sandgate Road, 
Stirling, East London. 

CAPE EASTERN. 
C. Mrs. A. Piric, 68 Wcstvicw Drive, Port 

Elizabeth. 
S. Mrs. OUson, Box 306, Port Elizabeth. 
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C. Mrs. M. Gilfillan, Glen Heath, Con

way, C.P. 
S. Mrs. J. Southey, Manorholme, P.O. tney, 
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CAPE NORTHERN. 
C. Mrs. M. Owens, 7 Howie Road, Kim-

be r ley. 
S. Mrs. E. Hammond, 1 Solomon Street, 

Kimberley. 
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C. Mrs. M. Henderson, Cranborne House, 

Salisbury Road. Wynberg, CJ*. 
S. Miss F . Thome, 1 Kildare Road, Clare-

mont, C.P. 
LOWVELD. 

C. Mrs. Sandenbergh, Eastry, Plaston, Tvl. 
S. Mrs. B. Tracey. Pleasant Hill, Box 17, 

White River. 

NATAL COASTAL REGION. 
C. Mrs. S. Osborne, 626 Essenwood Rd., 

Bcrca, Durban. 
5. Mrs. C. J. D. Harvey, 12 Manor Crest. 

Manor Drive, Durban. 

NATAL MIDLANDS. 
C Mrs. M. Corrigall, Midhousc, Swartkop 

Road, Pictcrmaritzburg. 
5. Mrs. O. Forsyth, 2 New England Road, 

Pictcrmaritzburg. 

NORTHERN TRANSVAAL. 
C. Mrs. N. von Gcusau, 44 Lawly Street, 

Waterkloof, Pretoria. 
S. Mrs. A. Rethman, 190 Lisdogan Ave., 

Arcadia, Pretoria. 

ORANGE FREE STATE. 
C. Mrs. H. O/Connor, Box 245, Bloem-

fontein. 
S. Mrs. R. Kruger, 4 Van Heyningen St., 

Bloemfontcin. 
SOUTH-EASTERN TRANSVAAL. 

C. Mrs. M. Fourie, East Geduld Mine, 
Box 222. Springs, 

S. Mrs. £. Sailers, 8 Excelsior Court, 
Boksburg. 

SOUTHERN TRANSVAAL, 
C. Mrs. D. Hill, 41 The Valley Road, 

Wcstcliff, Johannesburg. 
5. Mrs. Van der Merwc. 513 SafTric 

House, Plein Street, Johannesburg. 
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