
THE LAST DITCH 
IT should now be apparent to everyone who 

takes an intelligent interest in public affairs 
that the chances of success for South Africa's 
apartheid policy have receded to vanishing 
point. Internal and external pressures are com
bining to force a change of policy, and it is 
only a matter of time before a change takes 
place. 

In the first place, apartheid legislation is 
generating increasing hostility among the busi
ness community, including that part of it that 
is nationalist in sentiment. Uncertainty created 
by measures such as the Group Areas Act and 
job reservation, and anxiety about the effects 
of development on the borders of the Reserves, 
are discouraging investment and holding back 
our economic progress. We are threatened by 
economic boycotts, and we stand in danger of 
eventually losing the benefits we now enjoy as 
a member of the Commonwealth. Present 
policies are becoming more and more unprofit
able, and all unprofitable ventures must ulti
mately be abandoned. 

In the second place, our political isolation is 
now almost complete. Apart from small groups 
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of white people in neighbouring territories, the 
world is solidly against us. Our policy is re
jected by a majority of the people within our 
borders: it is repugnant to the developing 
nations of Africa; and it is regarded by the 
Western world generally as an embarrassment 
in the struggle against Communism. To 
imagine that a policy can succeed in the face 
of such opposition is unrealistic in the extreme. 

In the third place, the ethical argument 
against racial discrimination is proving increas
ingly difficult to resist. Men will rally behind 
a desperate cause if they know, deep down, 
that they are right; but this consolation is 
denied our present rulers. There is too much 
in their policies that is, to say the least, morally 
questionable. We cannot claim that our gov
ernment is based on consent- We cannot argue 
with conviction that the problematical benefits 
of separate development for Africans in the 
future justify the disabilities they suffer here 
and now. We cannot reconcile, without mis
givings, our apartheid legislation with the 
highest principles of Western civilisation. 

QESPITE all this, many of our people have 
committed themselves to a desperate, last 

ditch stand. They are determined to persist 
with apartheid, believing that the only alterna
tive is black domination. They appear to be 
psychologically incapable of envisaging a con
stitution under which the rights and liberties 
of all would be safeguarded, or a multi-racial 
society in which the status of the individual is 
determined by merit alone. 

The Black Sash understands the deep fear 
of the future that exists among white people 
in South Africa today. It cannot pretend to 
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believe that a change of policy would be easy 
or comfortable. But legislation based on fear 
creates the very evils it seeks to avoid. In 
any event, it seems that white South Africa 
has no choice in the matter and will have to 
change its policy sooner or later. It would be 
better to adopt a policy, now, that is morally 
irreproachable, and face the consequences, 
whatever they may be, than to persist with a 
policy, on grounds of self-interest, that is 
repugnant to the conscience of mankind. 
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"There must not only be justice to the Black man in Africa* but also to the White inan." 

—Ccfc Tims* 
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