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editorial 
'Much more clearly than ever before, childhood was now seen as a distinct 
phase in the development of a human being, with its own characteristics and re* 
quirements. The child was ceasing to be regarded as merely an immature and 
incompetent adults* (M.S. Anderson, Europe in the Eighteenth Century) 

How far the world has come in attention to childhood as *a distinct phase1 can be 
measured in a number of ways, from the allocation of funds to meet children's 
'requirements' to the growing tonnage of studies, investigations and reports. 
Looked at another way: the 18th century (1789) saw the Declaration of the 
Rights of Man; two hundred years on, we have brought forth the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child. 

It seemed natural to expeel that healthy, happy children with rosy futures 
would claim a substantial part of our *Focus on Children*. They certainly exist -
streaming home from school: revelling in sport, the arts and books; laughing 
with their peers as they spend their pocket money in shops. And yet: scratch the 
surface of childhood in South Africa and you uncover distress. Can the ideals, 
the commitment, the creative responses to children's needs of childcare workers 
and child advocates, of parents and, indeed, of children acting on their own 
account, ultimately cope with the enormous task of putting things to rights? 

We have attempted much with this issue of SASH and are only too aware of 
how far it falls short. Children may be small - as a subject they are vast! Pamela 
Reynolds has set the scene by looking at our region as a whole. To express the 
complexities of children's position in society she has chosen the metaphor of 
'Kings, Queens and Pawns* - a theme which turned up in other contributions. 
Since 1989 was a milestone on the road to children's rights, we have given 
considerable space to international as well as local projects around this issue. 
We draw attention to 'The case for coordinated clout*, an attempt to carry 
forward the debate concerning what has been termed a Children's institute. 

Very many contributors are members of the Black Sash. As parents, 
professionals and volunteers (or all three at once) they are in close touch with 
children and their needs. Their contributions make sombre reading on the whole 
but also hold out the hope that commitment and perseverance can make a 
difference. Lastly - although, as often said, not least - we commend the articles 
where 'children speak*. 


