
A new kind of banning order? 

While banning as a form of silencing people re
mains on the statute book, it has been less fre
quently used in recent years. In 1980 due t o wor ld 
pressure it was dropped, w i t h 11 people banned 
at that stage. Now it has cropped up again in 
another guise. 

Once again i t is a question of playing w i t h 
words. Since the State of Emergency was de

clared, some 65 people have effectively been 
banned, under restriction orders. 

These people ironically are included in the 
statistics of those 'released' f rom detention 
under the State of Emergency regulations. On 
their release they were issued w i th orders similar 
to the one published b e l o w . . . The penalty for 
breaking these orders is a fine of RIO 000 or 10 
years in prison. 

SCHEDULE 

Conditions of release of Mr X 
The said MR X shall not without the permission of the 
Minister of Law and Order, during the period from the 
date of his release, for as long as the Reguations promul
gated by Proclamation R]21 of July 21 1985, issued in 
terms of the Public Safety Act, 1953 (Act 3 of 1953), re
main in force — 
(1) absent himself from the magisterial district of 

JOHANNESBURG; 
(2) take part in any manner whatsoever in the activities 

or affairs of any of the following organisations: 
- MEDIA ADVISORY AND RESOURCE SER

VICE (MARS); 
- COMMUNITY RESEARCH AND INFORMA
TION CENTRE (CRIC); 

- SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENTS PRESS UNION 
(SASPU); 

- JOHANNESBURG DEMOCRATIC ACTION 
COMMITTEE (JODAC): 

-ANY.TRADE UNION; 
- ANY YOUTH ORGANISATION; OR 
- ANY ORGANISATION RELATED TO THE 

BLACK COMMMUNITY IN THE MAGIS
TERIAL DISTRICT OF JOHANNESBURG. 

(3) enter the premises of any school or other educa
tional institution; 

(4) (i) prepare, compile, publish or disseminate in any 
manner whatsoever any publication as defined 
in the Internal Security Act, 1982 (Act 74 of 
1982); 

(ii) participate or assist in any manner whatsoever 
in the preparation, compilation, publication or 
dissemination of any publication as so defined; 

(iii) contribute, prepare or compile in any manner 
whatsoever any material for publication in any 
publication as so defined; 

(5) attend any gathering — 
(i) at which any form of State or any principle or 

policy of, or action or contemplated action by, 
the Government of the Republic of South 
Africa is attacked, criticised or discussed; 

(ii) at which any local authority as defined in section 
1 of the Black Local Authorities Act, 1982 (Act 
102 of 1982), is attacked, criticised or discussed; 

(iii) of pupils or students; or 
(6) enter the premises of FREEWAY HOUSE in De 

Korte Street, Braamfontein or KHOTSO HOUSE 
in De Villiers Street, Johannesburg for any purposes 
whatsoever. 



W ince the beginning of the State of Emergency, I have 
kJ been assisting relatives of detainees. It is now six 

months and one week after the declaration of the State of 
Emergency. There are about 80 'emergency* detainees in 
Modderbee who have been there for five or six months. 
Many of them are not well known and don't have anyone 
outside who knows how to go about lobbying for their re
lease- I often wonder if the authorities have forgotten 
them. 

None of them have been charged with a crime as a 
reason for their detention. Not one of them was released 
before Christmas, nor were their families able to visit 
them over the Christmas period. 

During my visits to Modderbee I have met many of the 
mothers, wives and sisters personally. I have watched as 
their hands tremble as they hand over money for their re
latives. I have seen a mother cry as she feared she might 
die before the release of her son. I have seen the despera
tion of a mother whose 14-year-old son was detained for 
5f/2 months. I have no answer for them when they ask 
"when will the detainees be released*1. 

I shall spend my day outside Modderbee Prison, with
out food, to show my solidarity with the suffering of these 
women and with the detainees themselves who have been 
separated from their families for six months — who have 
been imprisoned indefinitely without due process of law. * 

Gill de Vlieg 
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