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Black Saahers, politicians, diplomats and journalists cannot afford t o 
be without this carefully researched chronology of land dispossession. 

Because Paul Alberts hopes his book will be useful to 
many people, he doesn't want it to cost too much — soil 
can only be obtained by writing to the Gallery Press, Box 
4547, Johannesburg, 

A coffee-table book with socio-political relevance 
sounds like a contradiction in terms. Yet this is exactly 
what Paul Alberts has achieved with The Borders of 
Apartheid. 

The subtlety of the title, with its echoes of the Govern
ment euphemism for Bantustans — 'border areas' — 
pervades the book. The subtitle explains the book's 
theme: 'A chronicle of alienation in South Africa with a 
portfolio of photographs on Bophuthatswana today'. 

Why Bophuthatswana? Mr Alberts explains that he 
chose it because 'it is generally accepted that the 
Bophuthatswana administration is one of integrity'. 
Moreover its geography, much of it arid and segmented, 
belies the picturesque cliches of official tourist brochures. 

The 'chronicle' of the subtitle precedes the photo
graphs. It is no dry history, nor is it simply a piece of sub
jective polemic. Mr Alberts quotes lone voices of dissent 
such as those of John X Merriman and the Black Sash's 
own Sheena Duncan. However, he succeeds in showing 
a thread of unity in white attitudes from Jan van 
Riebeeck onwards. Under the entry 1660 he quotes Van 
Riebeeck as saying that the 'Capemen' had entirely for
feited their right to their land 'through the war which 
they had waged against us, and (...) we were not inclined 
to restore it, as it now had become the property of the 

Paul Alberts 

Company by the sword and the laws of war', (pi) Is the 
spirit behind this remark so very different from Smuts' 
comment in 1908 that "The political status of the Natives 
is no doubt a very important matter, but vastly more im
portant to me is the Union of South Africa'? 

The photographs have a core of quietness which 
evokes the still desperation of that 'alienation' of the 
sub-title. Every facet of life in Bophuthatswana is co
vered: mineworkers, young unemployed men, the meet
ing of the wives of President Mangope and Prime Minis
ter Botha; kangaroo justice being meted out to a 
juvenile thief; the desolation of Winterveld squatter 
camp. Outstanding is no 90, which depicts a senile man 
strapped to a hospital bed beneath Family Planning 
posters. 

The Borders of Apartheid is a book which one must 
ponder over and return to. It is a work of art which con
veys intensely felt convictions without preaching. Buy it 
for yourself. Janet Sahli 
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