
'An Historical Review of the supply 
of housing for Urban Africans in the 
Cape Peninsula 1900—1980' CM Eiias of 
the Research Unit for Sociology, University of Stellen-
bosch 

Mrs Elias's study describes, in approximate chronologi
cal order, the history of the various African settlements 
in the Cape Peninsula during this century. The emphasis 
of the study is on the socio-political factors which influ
enced the decisions, and the resultant legislation, which 
governed the lives of urban Africans, and which dictated 
the development of housing for them. 

The history and development of each settlement or 
housing scheme is described and details given of the 
amount and type of housing available, and of the health 
and education facilities and public services. 

This report makes clear: 
•that during this century, black Africans came to be re

garded as temporary sojourners in Cape Town (some 
Africans had been freehold property owners in 
Athlone, Rylands and Retreat) and when no longer 
useful, endorsed out: ie 700 unemployed were repat
riated from Ndabcni in 1925,9 100 from Widermere in 
1958—1959. 
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•that since the beginning of this century, limiting (most) 
blacks to living in segregated residential areas (the first 
black Location came into being in 1901) and being in 
control of their housing has been a means of control
ling the number of Africans permitted to live and work 
in the Peninsula. 

•that 'resettlement' of blacks became institutionalised 
in 1901 when the Colonial Secretary was empowered to 
remove 'all or any aboriginal natives resident within 
the Cape district... to any place... duly proclaimed by 
the Colonial Secretary to be a native location' and that 
blacks have continued to be relocated in townships 
further and further from the 'white' areas of Cape 
Town. 

This report is extremely useful for the detailed 
documentation of past and existing housing and facilities 
for Africans, and interesting for the historical perspec
tive that it gives. It highlights the degree to which hous
ing is used as a tool to control. 


