
WHITE SOUTH AFRICA seems unperturbed at the erosion of demo
cratic rights. Somehow white treatment of the majority, black, 'Coloured' 
and Indian, has created a shield against any form of caring among the 
majority of white South Africans. So without distress they enter the new 
1981 Parliamentary session with their powers over that Parliament 
diminished and lew care a hoot. They face a Parliament watered down 
by nominated members and a President's Council of entirely appointed 
members and one is left wondering at fairly recent history and the 
struggle of people for the right to control the Parliament which controls 
their destinies, let alone the attempts of the blacks and the browns 
to establish Parliamentary rights and control their own destinies now. 
White South Africa appears to stand aside dumb and uncaring. 

What moves them, for they are not wholly asleep, not wholly 
wooden? Money? Yes. The price of gold and the price of food and 
the price of their houses and the price of petrol and the cost of living 
and the sheer joy of accumulation. Security? Yes. A sop to the boys 
on the border, but nearer home: guns and high walls, and police dogs 
and alarm systems, and gossip about Hillbrow and thuggery. Sport? 
Yes. Certainly this is a priority matter and worthy of heated attention. 
But the nub — the Parliament which controls all these matters and 
hundreds of others besides—doesn't even merit a dinner-time aside— 
it's almost as if 1984 were already upon us and white South Africans 
were cloned into accepting the political arrangements made for their 
own good. 

Yet people talk of change in South Africa with pride and excite
ment. But what change? There is some in several restaurants and soon 
to be in several pubs, but the real change that is demanded by the 
disenfranchised, the right of participation in the control of their fate, 
the right to move freely, the right to a decent education . . . to a decent 
job and security; above all, the right not to be harassed and treated 
like a non-person, is not forthcoming. 

What other changes have happened? There are tighter restric
tions on movement and work opportunities for the majority, more 
controls over more people, more people conned into ceding their South 
African citizenship for a mess of pottage in a Bantustan. 
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