
POSSIBLY posterity will view the year 1979 as a watershed in the 
history of South Africa Certainly it was a year which saw the 

reiteration of the promise to do away with racial discrimination and 
to recognise the rights and the human dignity of all the diverse peoples 
of our country. 

The change in Government leadership brought with it a change in 
emphasis, an apparently growing willingness to recognise at least 
some of the flaws in Government policy over the past 31 years, and 
some constructive action. 

Some hotels were opened to all racial groups, though with the reten
tion of certain restrictions. More hotels, restaurants, theatres are to 
be opened, though with the retention of a form of the permit system. 
Blacks are to be permitted to participate in Trade Unionism, though 
this is to be subject to a variety of controls. Job reservation is to be 
curtailed, though the Act remains on the Statute Book. 

Crossroads was not demolished and Alexandra is to provide family 
as well as hostel accommodation, though residents of both these areas 
must still conform to the requirements of the pass laws. Apparently 
what remains of District Six is to be finally lost to the Coloured people. 

The Schlebusch Commission is presently considering a new Con
stitution for South Africa, though Government thinking to date is based 
on division of the racial groups into separate legislatures, with blacks 
restricted to the 'homelands', but with the possibility of provision 
being made for urban blacks. 

Cracks have appeared in the Nationalist juggernaut. Dissident voices 
have been heard. The Information scandal, the exposure of the power 
of the Broederbond, events beyond our borders, pressure from the 
outside world, and, perhaps, the increasingly articulate black anger 
have all conspired to introduce an element of doubt into the ranks 
of the emotion-and-blood-knit National Party. This was reflected in 
1979 by more pragmatic and less ideology-bound words and deeds 
on the part of the Government than have been apparent in all its pre
vious years in power. 

But no-one should be misled. The pass laws remain on the Statute 
Book and, despite the three months' moratorium declared by Dr Koorn-
hof, continued to be administered more stringently than ever during 
1979. 

Detention without trial, particularly of black leaders, continued un
abated, the Government still preferring to silence than to listen. 

Millions of black people have lost their South African citizenship, 
and in 1979 Venda become independent, swelling still further the 
ranks of those who have been so deprived. 

Under the pass laws, the Group Areas Act and the 'Black Spot' 
removals scheme just over 2115 000 people had been forcibly up
rooted and removed by 1978. At least 1 727 000 people were still to be 
removed and during 1979 these removals continued apace. 

Our country has been carved up, at immense cost in human suffering 
and with only negative returns financially, economically, socially and 
from the much vaunted point of view of the security of the state. Having 
embarked upon a giant redistribution of the population to make the 
map of South Africa conform with its ideology, the Government con-
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tinued to push people around with scant regard for the pain caused 
and with total disregard for what the actual people involved have to 
endure. The year 1979 saw no change in this respect. 

The pass laws, the Group Areas Act and the Homelands Citizenship 
Act are essential elements of the Government's fundamental policy 
of separation, of Apartheid, and as yet there has been no indication 
of any intention to abolish such legislation or to cease its enforce
ment. 

Unless positive steps are taken in 1980 to fulfil the promises of 1979 
and to give them tangible effect, in a form acceptable to blacks, in 
order to establish the sincerity of all those statements which have 
issued so uncharacteristically from the lips of Government leaders, 
the frustrated expectations of 1979 might prove to be the beginning 
of the end rather than the end of the beginning — the final destruction 
of all hope for peaceful change rather than the beginning of a new 
era of trust and co-operation between all the people. 

The Government must cease all removals forthwith, abolish the 
pass laws and the Group Areas Act, permit freehold property rights 
for all and provide an equitable educational system if it is to honour 
its promises in the eyes of black people. 


