
Editorial 
AT a welcome change i t would make to be 
able to wvite about change — real change. 

How exciting i t would be — could be — t o 
report the repeal of the Pass Laws, the Group 
Areas Act, the migrant labour system, Bantu 
Education, the Terrorism Act, the Internal Secu
rity Act, to name but a few. 

And if this were accomplished how gratifying, 
then, to be able to report an upswing in the 
economy, a lessening of racial tensions, improved 
international relationships, an end to unrest, a 
surge of confidence in the future shared by all 
sections of the community. 

Obviously such change could not occur over
night. Undoubtedly it would cause problems of 
its own which would require solutions. 

But imagine the joy of living in a country 
where equal opportunity was shared by all, where 
guilt on the one hand and resentment on the other 
were allowed to fade into history, where difficul
ties were freely discussed and resolved by con
sensus, and where all people, all groups, all cul
tures were encouraged to contribute their divers
ity towards the enrichment of the whole. 

South Africa could be such a wonderful coun
t ry . It is endowed with plentiful natural resour
ces and beauty. Its climate is benign. By and 
large it has a white population competent and 
skilled in technology and a black population eager 
to burst into the modern world and possessing 
enormous reserves of manpower and potential 
ability, lacking only the opportunity to exploit 
them. 

It could be on the threshold of great and ex
citing developments. It could be a land of hope, 
moving forward with the co-operation of the 
entire population united by the bonds of a com
mon fatherland and a mutually interdependent 
concern for and interest in the future. 

It might stumble over expected obstacles and 
fall over unexpected hazards, but it would pos
sess the motivation, the goodwill and the ability 
to surmount all such setbacks 

Perhaps this is too dewy-eyed a version of the 
possibilities, but i t must surely be preferable to 
what is presently on offer. For it is not change 
that has to be reported but ra ther the mixture as 
before, only worse. 

There has been a general election. Admittedly 
i t was timed by the government to catch the 
fragmented opposition in a state of almost total 

disarray, but nevertheless the massive swing to
wards the National Par ty was extraordinary 

— inconceivable, really. 

For the majority of white South Africans have 
shown that they endorse bantustans, the balkan-
isation of their country, the imposition of crippl
ing controls and regulations upon the lives and 
the way of life of the vast majority of the 
citizens of the country who are disenfranchised. 

They endorse punishment without t r ia l , the 
detention of all black leaders, the shutting down 
of a newspaper, the courting of sanctions, the 
mailed fist and the laager mentality. 

They apparently endorse, too, the tragic and 
sordid death in detention of Steve Biko — as 
revealed at the inquest — and the deaths of 
44 others while held incommunicado by the Se
curity Police, the loss of habeas corpus — their 
own as well as tha t of the faceless millions, to say 
nothing of the heartless demolition of squatter 
ramps, the hounding of defenceless people or even 
the restrictions on the i r own freedoms by in
dustrial control, censorship, abuse of the media, 
indoctrination in schools — the list is endless. 

This, then, is the reality, while the dream of 
peaceful and constructive change fades and dis
solves — lost in the ever burgeoning power of 
the National Pa r ty and its determination to pro
ceed along its chosen path irrespective of inter
nal or external dissent. For why should a party 
which has received such an overwhelming man
date alter its recipe for success? 

I t remains* therefore, for the Black Sash to 
continue with its work of protest — however 
restricted this may have to be; education of itself 
and others; and the building and maintenance 
of bridges between the different racial groups in 
the hope that somehow its values will prevail 
o r tha t , a t least, after the seemingly inevitable 
deluge, there will be black people who will know 
that there have always been white people who 
care. 

Hopefully tha t will be our contribution to the 
future of our country and of all its children, for 
we shall continue to fight for what we believe 
to be r ight no matter how hostile the climate in 
which we must operate may be. 
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