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1976 was a watershed year. 
I t saw the independence of the Transkci, the 

first visible sign of the so-called equal side of the 
policy of separate but equal development, which 
is yet too inequitable to make the Transkei either 
viable or acceptable in the eyes of most of the 
rest of the world. 

I t saw the widespread escalation of rioting 
and violence — the tangible expression of the 
dissatisfaction of the great majority of the people 
of South Africa with their lot. 

It saw the application of strongarm methods 
of riot control and the broad and arbitrary utilis
ation of all the repressive legislation presently 
"adorning" the Statute Book. 

It saw a militant Black Africa approaching 
»ver closer to the boundaries of South Africa — 
civil war in Angola with unfortunate South Af
rican interference, the entrenchment of Marxism 
in Mozambique, military incursions into Rhodesia, 
dissension at Tumhalle and the almost total col
lapse of Mr Vorster's dream of detente in Africa 
— a dream he thought he could fulfil without 
doing anything to defuse the racial tension with
in South Afx-ica itself. 
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It saw a collapse of the economy of the coun
try, galloping inflation, growing unemployment, 
a reduction in the "good life" for White South 
Africa and increasingly stark poverty for Black 
South Africa. 

I t saw a crisis situation which the Government 
steadfastly refused to recognise as such, express
ing only its determination to restore law and 
order a t any coat, obstinately digging in its 
heels and seeming even to retreat from its de
cision of the previous year to remove discrimin
ation and to make concessions. The concessions 
it did make were too few, too late and too hem
med around with " ifs" and "buts". 

But 1970 also suw the emergence of relatively 
considerable, articulate, Afrikaner dissension, 
particularly in the Afrikaans Press and amongst 
the intellectuals. There were signs that a t last 

the granite was beginning to crumble, a t least 
on its edges. But there was a concommitant hard
ening within the solid core and the Government 
appeared to be heeding its gut rather than its 
grey matter. 

I t saw the emergence of Women for Peace 
— a broad-based attempt by women across the en
tire political and colour spectrum to get together, 
find common cause and work towards peace. Wo
men for Peace must be credited with the creation 
of a representative platform, but may well find 
itself hamstrung as a result of its efforts to 
retain i ts unanimity. However, its wide appeal 
has involved more women than any other move
ment since the inception of the Black Sash 21 
years ago. 

It saw a belated but nevertheless encouraging 
attempt by the various opposition parties to form 
a united and therefore more effective opposition, 
one which might conceivably be able to apply a 
brake to the Government juggernaut. If it does 
become viable the most important plank on its 
platform will be that decision-making must be 
shared, for unless the Black people of this coun
try are speedily involved in the government of 
this country the point of no return will have 
passed and the choice between confrontation and 
co-operation will have evaporated. 

I t is a measure of the state of unreality in 
which we live that so much interest and hope 
have been generated by the Kowie Marais Com
mission. If it is successful i t will succeed merely 
in forming an opposition — scarcely cause for 
rejoicing when there is such urgent need for 
change and so little likelihood of unseating this 
intransigent Government even with a united op
position. 

What is needed — now — is a national con
vention representing every singly section of the 
community, to hammer out a new dispensation 
which will dovetail and fulfil the rights and re
quirements of all in this land. This is no easy task, 
but anything else is irrelevant. 
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