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" Y O U WOULD BE CALLED A REBEL HERE", said a San Francisco business man after hearing the 
story of North End illustrated with slides! I took this with a pinch of salt, because in San Fran

cisco the public education authorities had purposely taken bus loads of children daily across the city 
in order to achieve the integration of their schools. In Los Angeles a Negro had come within an ace 
of election as Mayor in a ci ty that doesn't have a Negro majority. On the buses and in public 
amenities Negroes and whites mix freely. 

But these talks about North End and the discussion that followed helped me to see what others are 
thinking and doing about racialism and what they think of us in South Afr ica. What follows are my 
very sketchy impressions, from a lightning tr ip, of the Church's position in the racial issues of our 
time. 

HTlie first shock was that other people don ' t 
share our view that South Africa Ls the 

most important place on ear th . Some have 
written us off as irrelevant fools who will one 
day reap what we are sowing. Others were 
sympathetic but had bigger problems of their 
own to worry about . A few grunted that may
be we had the right idea in separating people 
off. 

But apart from these personal atti tudes, the 
th ing that came home to me most is that the 
state policies of the rest of the world are away 
from discrimination and segregation on racial 
grounds — and moving fast! I t matters less 
and less what colour a man is. In the South
ern States of the USA a marked acceptance 
of integration happily or resignedly, has come 
just in the past two or three years. The ex
tent of this acceptance far outweighs the com
paratively isolated incidents of friction. Did 
we hear of any "race r io t s" in the United 
States this s u m m e r ? 

So people see South Africa as an isolated 
anachronism. 

Whi te South Africans immediately a s k : 
"Does this mean that mankind will finish up 
a uniform khaki colour all over the world? ' 
Well, visiting communit ies from the tropics 
to near the Arctic Circle convinced me that 
as climate was the original decider of colour 
of skin, and of the k ind of culture that goes 
with it, so i t will remain, hut with constant 
diffusion tak ing place as travel becomes 
easier." 

Very few Blacks find it comfortable to live 
in Canada where one works hard to keep 
warm, just as very few Whites can live per

manently in the Carrihean where a leisurely 
approach to life is the only way to survive. 
Empire building drove whiles to the tropics 
and job seeking still drives blacks to Birming
h a m . But when things have settled down a 
bit I should th ink tha t those who l ike cold 
weather, hard work and predominantly white 
company will gravitate -towards the poles, 
while those who can stand the sun and prefer 
leisure to prosperity will surround the Equa
tor. The interesting thing about Africa is 
that it is the only continent that doesn't reach 
far enough (e i ther way) towards the poles to 
provide a more or less guaranteed white zone ! 
T h e abandonment of apartheid seems unavoid
able, in the very nature of things, and sooner 
rather than later. 

Quite apart from mere climate, pressure 
from outside for its abandonment can only 
grow. In traditionally while countries non-
whites are taking an ever increasing share in 
all aspects of life, sport, enter tainment , busi
ness ad,ministrat ion, science, medicine — you 
name it they're in it. South Africa will e i ther 
have to accept them all without classifying 
them or abandon relationships with the rest 
of the world. Maoris and Malawian ambas
sadors are the merest indication of what is 
yet to come. 

As I said to the Presbytery last m o n t h : " I 
am beyond condemning apartheid. I am try
ing to tell you that it is going to pass away 
in the night, and that we had better prepare 
for the new s i tua t ion ." 

Th is will mean a big chance for us . A visit 
overseas makes one realise what a fierce grip 
racialism has on each of us. I found myself 
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"classifying" people as I met them, just as 
one has to do every day in South Africa, with 
everyone one meets, to decide whether you 
can get on the bus or enter a restaurant to
gether, or what ambulance to call in an emer
gency! We are a mighty long way beh ind 
the rest of the world in realising tha t race 
cannot be made the deciding factor in human 
relationships. A tremendous job of recon
ciliation waits to be tackled by the Christian 
church to enable us to see men as brothers. 

The World in Microcosm 

South Africa is, of couree, very important 
and the rest of the world ought to recognise 
this . Here we have a minia ture world situa
tion in one country, viz. a r ich , powerful, well-
fed and well-armed white minor i ty of 2 0 % 
and a comparatively poor, under-nourished 
and defenceless black majori ty. Thai ' s l ike 
the rest of the world where 2 0 % of the popu
lation, predominantly whi te nat ions, possess 
8 0 % of the wealth and nearly all the atom 
bombs. 
Economics rather than racialism 

T h e tendency of people who have wealth 
and power is to want to keep them, especially 
if they have worked hard for them. On the 
world scale the rich nat ions do this by con
trolling immigration and trade. Bri ta in 's 
t ightening of immigrat ion control is dictated 
by economics rather than by racialism. She 
reckons she cannot take too many of the 
world's poor too fast. America lias a tougher 
immigrat ion policy, despite the invi t ing words 
on the Statue of Liber ty : 

Give m e your tired, your poor , 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe 

free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore . 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to 

m e ; 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door. 

T h e r ich nat ions are of course aware of the 
existence of the others and give them " a i d " — 
at a rate of less than 1% of their gross na
tional product . They are also beginning to 
feel afraid of the sheer numerical strength of 
the poor and hungry in a world busy over-
populat ing itself. 

Whites keep the cake 
In South Africa, where rich and poor are 

to a great extent integrated in labour and in 
the economy, as well as geographically, the 
immigrat ion solution can ' t be applied. In 
stead we have adopted thi9 pathological "racej 

classification" system to enable whites to keep 
the cake. Genuine parti t ion according to 
" r a c e " won't do either, because that would 
spoil the white cake too — nobody to do the 
cooking! — and in any case a good half of 
the cake would have to be given away to make 
parti t ion work. 

Of course South African whites give aid " to 
the Ban tu" and probably at a higher rate than 
takes place on the world scale. We are also 
afraid of sheer numbers , calling for more 
white babies while advising o ther races to 
use the pill. 

The guinea pig for the world 
Hut the rest of the world, and our internal 

circumstances, keep up the pressure on us to 
'"integrate". We are thus the guinea pig for 
the whole world of what happens when r ich 
and poor, white and black, hard-working and 
leisure-loving meet in proport ions roughly 
corresponding to the world si tuation. I can ' t 
t h ink of anywhere else on earth where this is 
happening. We don't want it to happen so 
we dig our heels in and t ry to persuade every
body that apartheid is the solution for the 
whole world. Th is only makes me l a u g h ! 

If we have a justifiable complaint against 
the rest of the Western world it is that they 
a re pushing us to do what they themselves 
should be doing but can still evade having 
to do, i.e. share the cake. 

T h e challenging thing from the Church ' s 
angle is that both in the world and in South 
Africa this r i ch , white minor i ty is by-and-
large professedly Christ ian, while the rest is 
only partially if at all so. T h i s is a test of 
the reality of our allegiance to Christ , who 
we should remember belonged to the poor, 
weak and sun-burned masses in the days of 
His flesh. A distinctive aspect of Christian 
faith is sharing. The Greeks had a word for 
i t ( k i o n o n i a ) which we frequently find in 
the New Testament referring to sharing pos
sessions, sharing fellowship and sharing the 
Lord's Supper. Dr. Visser 't Hooft, former 
General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, has made the point that to deny 
sharing is as much a heresy as to deny some 
fundamental point of Christian doctr ine. 

Mankind needs this, and Christ ians are 
supposed to have it . South Africa thus is a 
real testing-ground for the Church , and we 
are in this test whether we l ike it or not . If 
we can show the nations how to share, instead 
of building fences, then we will have done 
someth ing of world-importance and perhaps 
justified that opinion of ourselves. 
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