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T^HE WORD, "PROTEST", has several definitions but those which have relevance t o the principles 
and activities of the Black Sash, as found in the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary, are:— 
The verb: "To give formal expression to objection, or disapproval; to make a formal declaration 

AGAINST some proposal, decision, or action; to remonstrate". 
The noun: " A formal declaration of dissent from, or of consent under certain conditions only 

to, some action or proceeding; a remonstrance". 
rJpHL need to protest was the motivating 

force which generated the Black Sash, 
and it is ihe motivating force which has 
kept it active, vital, alive during the past 13 
years. True, its activities have extended be* 
yond the field of pure protest into such area* 
as education, the dissemination of in
formation, the establishment of Advice 
Offices, but it is undoubtedly the overwhelm
ing desire to express dissent that has been 
the cohesive agent uniting women of different 
parties, political beliefs, religions, ages, in
terests in a determination not lo allow the 
constant onslaughts on their yardstick of 
human values to pass unchallenged; and it 
is this yardstick of human values, this deep 
attachment to a moral code which finds the 
inhumanity of man fo man intolerable, that 
all the women of the Black Sash have in 
common. 

If the dignity nf all men were acknow
ledged there would be no outraged sensibili
t ies; if justice were seen to be done and the 
rule of law observed there would be no reason 
for protest; if all people were treated with 
fairness and none were pushed around the 
Black Sn>h would no longer need to exist, for 
it is from all these inroads into human rights 
and freedoms that its activities stem. No 
matter how people might feel constrained to 
act, or not to act, the fact that injustices and 
cruellies exist should never he lost sight of, 
nor the fact thai I he Black Sash, by its very 
nature, is committed In protest against them. 

There are those who maintain that they 
do not believe in pure protest, and who feel 
that their energies are better spent in attempt-
ins to ameliorate the plight of the victims 
of injustice and inhumanity. They arc fully 
entitled to their views, and their unceasing 
efforts to help these victims are praiseworthy* 
but they err in thinking that assistance is an 
alternative to protest for it is not. The one 
has nothing whatsoever to do with the other. 

They share neither ends nor means. 
Assistance is palliative — it seeks to soothe 

an ulcer which will remain and constantly 
recur unless the root cause is exposed and 
eradicated. Assistance is therapeutic, protest 
is preventive, and while therapeutic medicine 
serves a very necessary purpose it is preven
tive medicine which will eventually have the 
most beneficial effect. The Black Sash be
lieves in protest rather than palliation. Pal
liation is aimed at superficial symptoms, pro
test at root causes. One is not necessarily ex
clusive of the others, but neither should they 
be confused with each other. 

The value of palliation is immediately 
self-evident. The value of protest perhaps re
h i r e s investigation. In a country such as 
South Africa, where the Government is all-
powerful and where the dissenting voice is 
almost entirely ignored, it is understandable 
that people should doubt the efficacy of 
protest. It shows no immediate or obvious 
results. Protest can be likened to a voice 
crying out in the wilderness, unheeded and 
unheard. But while that voice is crying out 
there is always the chance that it might he 
heard, if it were stilled there would be no 
chance at all. It must surely lie better to pro
test than not to protest — to cry out rather 
than to remain silent. If people feel that 
doing something achieves nothing they must 
surely concede that doing nothing will even 
more certainly achieve nothing. 

But there is yet another aspect of pure 
protest, perhaps of even deeper significance 
than simply the need to do something rather 
than nothing, and that is the absolute neces
sity to express dissent. If there were no pro
test the Government would be prefectly justi
fied in believing that everything it does has 
the full co-operation of all people. I t would 
be entitled to interpret silence as consent for 
this reason alone and those who do not con
sent, those who object or disapprove, are 
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morally obligated lo voice thei r dissent. T h e 
only way this is possible is through protest 
and protest and more protest. Opposition is 
an essential ingredient of democracy, opposi
t ion is dissent, dissent is protest. Protest is 
a perfectly legitimate activity, an instrument 
of good government which it is imperative 
that all who object should use. I t is some
th ing which any democratic government 

should appreciate for it is part of the voice of 
the people* Tha t is its deepest motivation, 
tha t is its justification, and on that, the case 
for protest rests. 

The Black Sash was born out of protest, it 
has survived through protest, and it will con
tinue to protest unt i l it no longer sees cause 
to protest. 


