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By announcing: expedient concessions in sport 
and by meeting African representatives from 
other countries the Prime Minister is a t tempting 
to project a new image of South Africa's "gran* 
ite apar theid 0 . South Africans should not be 
lulled into optimism by these concessions. There 
is only one way to improve South Africa's image 
and t ha t is by renouncing its unacceptable racial 
policies* 

Parl iament is in session and we look in vain 
for any softening of the position within South 
Africa. The latest disgraceful legislation is the 
race classification bill (The Population Registra
tion Amendment Bill) which lays down new and 
almost unbelievable conditions for determining 
whether a man is to be considered white, one of 
seven classes of coloured, or African, People out
side South Africa must wonder why it could 
possibly matter but here it is vital. To be de
clared Coloured means loss of voting rights, loss 
of privilege, segregation into coloured housing 
areas, even inability to at tend cinemas, theatres , 
sport ing fixtures and to swim from beaches set 
aside for whites only. Employment opportuni
ties a re less, wages are lower, there is no general 
compulsory education and few hopes of higher 
education. There is , of course, to be compulsory 
employment t ra in ing for coloured youths but 
this spurious measure we have already condemned 
in a memorandum. So the cry of government 
members in parliament t ha t reclassification of 
white people to the coloured groups and of colour* 
ed people to the African group means no loss 
of s ta tus is indeed hollow. 

Amongst other provisions the bill states t ha t 
in determining a person's race "his habits, edu
cation, speech and deportment, and demeanour 
in general shall be taken into account.' ' As one 
opposition member pu t it — "Can you determine 
a man 's race by the way he walks or t a lks ; is 
he less likely to he coioured if he has a university 
degree?" 

In the pas t there were a number of people 
who, because of appearance or social acceptance, 
were able to join the privileged white group with 
all its a t tendant advantages. This is no longer 
the case. Descent is the determining factor. A 
coloured antecedent is enough to ensure t ha t a 
man and his descendents a re less privileged for 
ever. Likewise a coloured person who marr ies 
an African finds t ha t his children a re classified 
as Africans, made subject to the pass laws and 
suffering even grea ter racial discrimination than 
do the Coloureds. 

Some of the phrases used in the debate would 
appear to have been writ ten by Edward Lear 
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and it seems incredible tha t they were meant to 
he taken seriously. A Minister of State spoke 
of "full-blooded non-whites"; this bill would put 
an end to "creeping integration"; " I t has become 
evident" he said " tha t there are people who a n 
evidently satisfied to make no distinction between 
white and non^white/' 

The Minister stated t ha t this bill was intro
duced to "close the loopholes in the law" which 
had resulted in successful applications for re
classification. Here is another blatant example 
of how, when the demands of justice do not ac
cord with the policies of the Nationalist govern
ment, then the remedy is easy -— change the law. 
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