
NEWS-STRIP 
\ : - _ -

Mary Burton to 
New York 

Human Rights Watch in the USA, 
with whom we have had links for a 
long time, invited our National Presi
dent to take pari in a special interna* 
tional focus on the 40th anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights on 10 December. 
Mary took the signatures which the 
Black Sash collected in support of 
the Declaration. 

Fighting 'Laws that 
Discredit the Law' 

An article in the September issue of 
SASH (Vol 31. No. 2) summarised 
the Black Sash view of the Group 
Areas, Slums and Illegal Squatting 
bills* Here we outline actions taken 
to avert their passage into law. 

National Headquarters: 

When it became clear that the Group 
Areas and Prevention of Illegal 
Squatting Amendment bills were to 
be sent to the President's Council, 
Mary Burton addressed to every 
member a letter setting out the Sash's 
objections to the bills and urging 
their rejection. 'The proposals con* 
tained in the bills have been rejected 
by all except one political party rep
resented in Parliament/ she pointed 
out. 'It is patently clear that there is 
deep concern in all quarters as to the 
consequences of making these 
amendments law/ 

Transvaal Region: 

In partnership with lawyers and other 
groups. Sash's Urbanisation Working 
Group has: 
* prepared a dossier on the legal 

aspects of the bills; 
* targctted I 500 recipients - includ

ing all members of the Houses of 
Representatives and Delegates; 

* compiled and distributed 15 000 
pamphlets titled *Of Squatters, 
Slums. Group Areas and 

Homclessncss ; 
• briefed press, diplomatic, church 

and professional groups - and lis
teners to Radio 702; 

• spurred Shell to support *the right 
of all people to live where they 
choose* on their regular Weekly 
Mail page: 

• held a shack-sit-in to raise aware
ness of the plight of homeless 
people; 

• sent mailings to the chairman and 
each member of the President's 
Council when it was clear that the 
government, balked in its intent, 
would have to submit the bills to 
that place of last resort-

Cape Western Region: 

Posters which read 'Reject Slums 
Squatters Group Areas Bills', were 
held at two prominent points every 
morning for the two weeks when the 
amended bi I Is were before the 
tricameral parliament. To focus on 
the human cost, stands were held in 
some of the suburbs from which fel
low Cape ton ians were expelled 
under the existing Group Areas Act* 
The posters said: "People were 
removed from here - Group Areas 
Hurt*. 

Noel Robh displaying one Of the posters 
used* 
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Natal Midlands Region Reports 

The refugee crisis: 

Refugees sleeping in the Snuienis Union, 
University of Natal, Pieiermaritzburg 

Bells Against the Bills': 

Sash approached the Councils of 
Churches (there are 21 in all) with a 
request to encourage member chur
ches 10 loll bells and allow Black 
Sash poster stands on church proper
ty if the bills become law. Other 
religious communities signified a 
wish to do something appropriate in 
lieu oi' tolling bells. As SASH goes 
to press, this campaign is 'on hold'. 

Black Sash Women's 
Charter 

Copies of the Black Sash Women's 
Charter, as revised at the National 
Conference in 1979. are on file at 
regional offices. 

Erratum - St Owen's 

Due to an editing error. St Owen's 
school was described as a "township 
school' in the last issue of SASH. It 
is. in fact, in Retreat. Cape Town. 

Erratum - Teacher Unity 

Omitted from the Tabic on page 19 
of SASH Vol. 31 No. 2 were the 
joint hosts o\' the Harare Unity talks. 
They were: WCOTP (World Con
federation of Teaching Professionals) 
AATO (All Africa Teachers' Or
ganisation) ZIMTA (Zimbabwe 
Teachers' Association) ZCTU (Zim
babwe Congress of Trade Unions). 

The teacher organisations con
templating unity have a combined 
membership of about 105 000. com
pared with a total of 235 000 in the 
RSA (excluding the 'homelands'). 
lTiis amendment brings the text into 
lin^ *h the Table. 

The Department of National 
Education was the source for the 
figures for full-time teachers in 
public and private schools. p 

More than 850 people have been 
killed and about 2 000 houses 
destroyed in the Pietermarit/burg 
area since March last year. The con
flicts continue in different places, in 
bouts of greater or lesser intensity, in 
spite of all attempts to stop them. 
There are now huge numbers of 
refugees and 'displaced persons' in 
and around the city. 

The Crisis Sub-committee of this 
region has been involved in finding 
temporary shelter for people who 
come into the city Centre for 
sanctuary, and in helping with 
longer-term support and accom
modation in safe areas outside the 
city. In September about 100 young 
people tied into the city from a chief 

Transvaal Region mourns the passing 
of Dr Beatrice Pullinger at the age of 
93. She was a remarkable lady, who 
joined the Black Sash at its inception 
when she was already approximately 
60 vears old. This in itself showed a 
most unusual openness of mind and a 
readiness lo move with the times. 
Her ability to participate fully in the 
organisation was limited by the fact 
that she worked for most of her life, 
but this did not stop her from taking 

in Sweetwaters. Four people had 
been killed there the previous day 
and two more were killed later, when 
they tried to return. This group had 
to be maintained, transported and 
accommodated for more than a 
fortnight before more permanent 
places could be found for them. 

The sub-committee has also suc
cessfully negotiated with the City 
Council for premises for an educa
tional and recreational centre for 
young people whose lives and 
schooling have been disrupted by the 
violence. Several other agencies are 
interested in becoming involved in 
this project, n 

Marie Dyer 

part in demonstrations and marches 
which she did whenever she was 
able. By being the unique sort of 
person she was, Dr Pullinger made 
an immense contribution towards the 
organisation, both in its early days 
and with her unfailing support until 
the end of her life. We extend our 
heartfelt sympathy to the members of 
her family. D 

Joyce Harris 

Obituary: Dr Beatrice Pullinger 
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Standers acquitted under Inter
nal Security Act: 

On Saturday* 30 April, shortly before 
10 a.m., ten members picked up their 
posters in preparation for a group 
protest against South Africa's incur
sions into neighbouring states (it is 
only in Pietermariuburg that the 
Black Sash is able lo get magisterial 
permission for pickeiers to stand in a 
group). As they moved towards the 
appointed place to take up their posi
tions at the appointed time, they 
paused briefly in response to a 
freelance photographer's request lhat 
they pose for a photograph. A few 
members noted that a security 
policeman was also photographing 
them. 

Some weeks later the slanders 
were astounded to hear lhat they 
were being charged with gathering 
illegally in terms of the Internal 
Security Act, The law had supposed
ly been violated because they had 
stood, in a group, a few paces away 
from the proper place and a few 
minutes before the proper time. Since 
they were accused of a criminal 
offence, iheir fingerprints and 
photographs were taken. 

Of necessity there were lengthy 
legal consultations. Much valuable 
time was used up. So. of course, was 
public time and money squandered in 
the preparation of the case. When, 
on 7 October, after an entire morning 
in court, the accused were acquitted, 
the magistrate expressed difficulty in 

Mottii/ue van Wyngaard and Jo Stieiau, 
two of the participants pictured after the 
case. 

understanding lhat so trivial a case 
had been brought before the court. 
Fuiela Fouchc 

The photograph of the stand that 
precipitated the court case* 

A Regional Study of 
the Black Sash 

Readers will be pleased to note that 
Jo MacRobert of Cape Western 
Region chose a Black Sash theme for 
her BA (HonsJ dissertation. Copies 
of "The Emergence of the Black Sash 
Advice Office in Cape Town: a 
Regional Study of the Black Sash, 
1956-1963* (University of Cape 
Town. 1988) were sent to the univer
sities of Natal and the Witwatersrand. 
For her MA degree. Jo has under
taken a national study of the Black 
Sash between the years 1962-1982. 

•Viva Black Sash": 

National Women's Day was 
celebrated on 7 August in the Lotus 
Hall in Pietermaritzburg. The day 
was organised by NOW (Natal Or
ganisation of Women). Sash put 
together a skit on a typical stand, pic
tured on the left. An appreciative 
audience cheered 'Viva Black Sash' 
loudlvat the end. 

Mary Kleinenberg 



sash December 1988 47 

NEWS-STRIP 

Albany Region 

Court researcher appointed 

Because of ihe growing number of 
political trials in ihe Eastern Cape, 
Albany decided they needed a full-
time court researcher. Eastern 
Province Herald correspondent. Bar
bara Orpen, agreed to take on the job 
- but suggested a shift of focus: 

'As a result of my work as a 
journalist. I saw many people being 
sentenced to death. Very little 
seemed to be known about these 
people and 1 thought we should draw 
attention to Ihcir plight. The Shar-
peville Six have heightened public 
awareness about the death penalty, as 
well as the doctrine of common 
purpose. Many people from the 
Eastern Cape have been sentenced to 
death on a similar basis* It is our 
hope that no-one will go to the 
gallows unnoticed, and that capital 
punishment will be abolished al
together/ 

So far, Barbara's work has high
lighted 36 cases - among them the 
Addo Four and the case of Mr Them-
bile Lubelwana who spent 19 months 
on death row before being freed of 
all charges by the Appeal Court, 
Apart from publicising such cases, 
Barbara's work will feed into the 
growing national campaign against 
the death penalty. D 

Jean Fairbaim 

Since June this year, the Albany 
Region's press group, in collabora
tion with the Grahamstown Advice 
Office, has been running a Citizens' 
Advice column in the local Grocotfs 
Mail newspaper. 

Under a distinctive Black Sash 
logo, designed by one of the groups 
members, the column presents 
material on topics of vital concern to 
the public and tries to disentangle the 
web of jargon in which official 
regulations are shrouded* The aim is 

Citizens' 
Advice 

to set out clearly and systematically 
the relevant information and practi
cal steps that should be taken. 

Topics covered so far have in
cluded Identity Books, Unemploy
ment Insurance Fund, Pensions and 
Disability Grants. Problems sur
rounding maintenance will be 
tackled next. 

It is hoped the column will stimu
late feedback from readers and even
tually provide a forum for debate. • 
Nova de Villiers 

Barbara Orpen 

The Grahamstown Initiative 

The Grahamstown Initiative Con
ference - a unique event in the 
town's history - took place in the 
1820 Settlers National Monument 
over the first weekend in September. 
Planned over a period of nine months 
by a group of citizens of differing oc
cupations and interests, great can: 
was taken to ensure representation of 
the widest possible range of interest 
groups and political affiliations - not 
an easy task in South Africa today. Is
sues of concern included the political
ly and socially divided Grahamstown 
community and the largely stagnated 
economy with resultant vast un
employment. 

The conference was structured 
around seven major issues of con
cern: The Economy and Job Creation; 
Planning; Education; Culture; Health; 
Church matters; Sport and Recrea
tion. The conference was intended 
as a unique opportunity for com
munication across major divisions 
within the community and a launch
ing pad for feasible practical 
programmes. 

To ensure accessibility for all. no 
registration fee was charged, although 
delegates were free to contribute 
towards costs. National business con
cerns showed their faith in the con

ference by giving the major financial 
backing and further welcome spon
sorship was received from local busi
nesses and individuals. The 1820 
Foundation offered all their facilities 
and resources at no charge* 

Two guest speakers were Mr Bob 
Tucker. Managing Director of the SA 
Permanent Building Society, and the 
Reverend Sigqibo Dwane of the 
Order of Ethiopia. Entertainment was 
provided by local musicians, ranging 
from chamber music ensembles to 
marimba groups, and displays of ball 
room and Latin American dancing. 

Sunday began with an ecumenical 
church service in three languages. 
Music was provided by choirs from 
the Dutch Reformed Church, the 
Cathedral of St Michael and Si 
George and the St Barts Music 
Makers, 

Ongoing committees were elected 
in the various areas, and will be 
reporting back to the steering com
mittee on their future plans. 

A most significant outcome of the 
conference was the consensus 
reached in the planning group that 
there should be a single local 
authority for the whole city. A report 
on the conference will be published 
by the steering committee which will 
co-ordinate the future activities of the 
initiative. a 
Sue Ross 


