
The Black Sash 

We have been assured bv the Prime Minis
ter, the Head of the Bureau of Stale Security, 
and various other official spokesmen that the 
recent activities of t h e Special B raueh . police 
powers in general, and I he provisions of the 
Terrorism Act in particular are proport ionate 
to the dangers lacing the country . ( T h e only 
concrete evidence cited so far has been the 
"ter ror i s t ic" action of a student wri t ing a let
ter to a friend overseas discussing the proposed 
peaceful demonstra t ions about detention 
without t r ia l . ) Such symptoms of verbigera
tion shown by Government spokesmen should 
he a cause for alarm. Meaningless cries of 
"Communis t plot" , "Ter ror i sm", t i e . provide 
a very thin smokescreen to hide the real vio
lence going on in this country and the dan
gers inherent in such violence. But it is ob
vious, for example from letters to the Press, 
that even non-Nationalists are deceived by 
such propaganda into believing that threats 
to the country are great enough to justify any 
action by the police. 

General van den Bergh predicts that those 
who have criticized the recent raids, deten
tions, and deaths in detention will have to eat 
the i r words when t h e detainees a re brought t o 
cour t ; he also claimed tha t to date police 
actions have been vindicated in court . But 
some of those recently detained have now been 
released without any charge being brought 
against t h e m ; one is being charged with pos
sessing banned l i t e ra ture ; ano ther was released 
after paying an admission of guilt on a drugs 
cha rge ; the vast majority of those raided had 
noth ing removed from their premises and 
have not been charged. So. no matter what 
those still in detention may have done, how 
can the above act ions taken under the pro
visions of the Terror ism Act be justified o r 
vindicated in cour t? A number of people ar
rested in connection with the Terrorism Trial 
in Pietermari tzburg have been released after 
periods of up to nine months wi thout being 
charged or called as State witnesses. Are we 
also to eat our words of protest over " T h e 2 2 " 
who were finally acquit ted for the second 
time and released after seventeen m o n t h s in 
prison, much of it in solitary confinement? 

Nobody knows how many people have been 
raided. n,eustinned. and detained by the Secur-
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itv Police. As far as we are aware for the past 
seven years no-one has been convicted of the 
commission of an act of sabotage or political 
violence wi th in South Africa. Yet we are 
asked to accept all the recent raids and deten
tions with bl ind faith in the infallibility of 
tlir police. 

In a radio interview. General van den Bergh 
said that most people had noth ing to Tear. 
Thi y arc being protected by the police from 
the violence of Communis t s and Terrorists . 
But wc arc being protected from alleged 
violence bv actual v iolence: 

sfc T o lie forced under pain of arrest to carry 
a Pass, is to be subjected to violence; 

sfc T o be separated by law from your spouse 
and familv. is to be subjected to violence; 

-£ To be forcibly uprooted from your home, 
is to he subjected to v io lence; 

% To watch your children die of malnutr i 
t ion, is to be subjected to violence; 

% To be detained without trial, is to he 
subjected violence; 

# T o be banned, banished, o r house-arrest
ed, is to he subjected to violence; 

% T o be forced to sell your labour at a 
Mih-human ra te , is to be subjected to 
violence; 

^ T o be interrogated for days and nights 
is violence. 

T h e list could go on indefinitely. 
Who has noth ing to fear? Only those who 

wholeheartedly uphold the security, not of the 
State, but o£ the Nationalist Government , ( a 
distinction which many people, including 
Government spokesmen, seem to over look) . 
and those who are willing to close their eyes 
to the methods used to mainta in the apartheid 
ideology. Others in their apathy, may not have 
to lear anv direct police action against them, 
but . in common with the avowed upholders of 
apartheid, they have to fear the loss of their 
own human dignity. Socrates pointed out over 
two thousand years ago that the perpetrators 
of injustice suffer more than their vict ims. 

T h e injustices in this country are main
tained by violent means. There have been 
numerous warnings that this can only lead to 
violent reaction. As long as there are injustices 
of the S.A. type everybody has someth ing to 
fear. 
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