
The Black Sash 

'he credibility gap in South Africa widens 
everyday to an extent which, would not be 

tolerated by voters in a democratic society. 
Perhaps, if one is involved in trying to put 
across a policy which is essentially dishonest 
in concept and in execution* it is impossible 
to be truthful in o n e s day to day dealing* 
with the publ ic . 

Mr. M. C. Botha, the Minister of Bantu 
Adminis t ra t ion and Development, is incorrig
ibly optimistic in his estimate of publ ic gullib
ility. His recent statement that " T h e r e are no 
starving Africans in South Africa \ is on a par 
with his last year's comment referring to the 
forced removal and resettlement of whole Afri
can communit ies that "We get their co-opera-
lion in all cases voluntari ly. As a matter of fact 
sometimes it is necessary to do quite a lot of 
persuasion, but we do get them away . • . We 
removed about 4,000 Bantu persons, big and 
small to the bigger Limehill area without a 
single arrest—all voluntari ly". Just before the 
Provincial election lie accused the audience at 
a Nationalist Party meeting of being "unchris t 
ian because you do not want the maid to live 
in a near-by location with her husband and 
family". Mr . Botha must know, just as every
one else knows* that the shortage of houses for 
Africans in the urban areas is acute and is 
largely caused by the policy of his Department. 
The Chai rman of the Johannesburg Non-
European Affairs Committee, Mr . Patr ick 
Lewis, said last month that , at a conservative 
estimate, 67,000 in Soweto are waiting to be 
housed and that the provision of housing had 
fallen off in the last 7 years largely because of 
Government delay in approving housing loans. 

Mr. Botha 's constant theme is that "every 
African nat ion will have its own area in which 
to develop to the full". One can only doubt 
the fullness of the development when one reads 
that Black businessmen have been refused per
mission to open their own businesses in their 
own areas and when the same Minister dis
closes in Parl iament that of 120 prospecting 
and mining leases granted in African areas not 
one has been given to Africans or to African-
owned companies . 

Mr . Botha is by no means the only member 
of the Cabinet whose sincerity is open to 
question. There are many instances which 
could be quoted. When the Mineworkers 
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Union in the Eastern Transvaal refused to 
train African miners in the homeland mines 
so thai they could qualify for the coveted 
"blast ing t icke t" the Government failed to 
insist on this logical result of a policy of 
Separate Development. T h e Minister of Mines, 
Dr. de Wet said in the same speech that Afri
cans "mus t gradually and according to their 
abilities he allowed to develop to the high
est level in the homelands and tha t the train
ing of Africans would not be forced on mine-
workers. It takes practise to be all things to all 
men but real skill to do so to the same audien
ce on the same occasion. 

Mr . Vorster, our Pr ime Minister, is reported 
to have said in an interview with a London 
newspaper that he was not aware that there 
were any "annoying e lements" in Apartheid. 
Mr. Vorster should pay more attention to 
speeches such as that of Mr. Francis Mncuhe, 
Chairman of the Soweto Urban Bantu Coun
c i l : 'While politics decide how and when an 
African man must sleep, when he must wake 
up. what he must do after waking u p , what 
and where he must eat, how and where he 
must he housed, the Councillors are forbidden 
to touch on these vital issues. If they do so, 
they are accused of tak ing part in politics. 
These issues permeate an individual 's life to 
such an extent that even where he must get 
his wife is prescribed". Th is sort of feeling 
is expressed so often that Mr. Vorster cannot 
be unaware of these '"annoying elements"'. 

Nor when Mr. Vorster is questioned on the 
basic dishonesty on which the whole apartheid 
policy is built — that is that two thirds of the 
total population is to find its " independence" 
on 1 3 . 7 % of the country 's land area — must 
he expect to deceive his audience with his 
facile reply that "There is a difference in size 
between Holland and Germany, and between 
Belgium and France, but nobody worries 
about tha t " . Perhaps Mr. Vorster realises that 
were he to give honest answers to this sort of 
question the whole dishonest structure would 
collapse. 

He and his Cabinet Ministers should take 
note of his own words in September this yea r ; 
"Whatever you do, do not give the Non-White 

people of South Africa the slightest reason to 
doubt vour honesty in vour dealings with 
them". 
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