
UDF — the State's red herring 

Someone must be to blame for all this unrest. It can't 
possibly be a failure on the part of the National Party 

Government to meet the needs and aspirations of millions 
of South Africans. The grievances that those South Afri
cans have are not justified — or so the State would have 
us believe. It's either 'agitators', or 'communists' and 
now more recently the 'UDF' amongst others who cause 
the unrest. 

In the last months we have heard President Botha and 
Minister le Grange accuse the UDF of being the internal 
wing of the African National Congress and a 'front' for 
the South African Communist Party. 

In this article, BARBARA CRF.ECY puts the case for 
the UDF. 

The name United Democratic Front sums up the nature 
of the UDF: 

* UNITED 
It is an organisation committed to uniting a broad sec
tion of South Africans opposed to apartheid. When it 
was formed the UDF drew attention to the fact that the 
new Constitution and the Koornhof bills were attempt
ing to create divisions between different racial groups 
and between different social and economic groups 
within racial groups. 

In particular the constitution was aimed at dividing 
black people between those, who could vote and those 
who could not participate in the unicameral parliament; 
between those who had the right to live and work in an 
urban area and those who did not. 

The UDF believed that the new constitution and the 
Koornhof Bills did not represent an end to apartheid. 
but rather an attempt to entrench it by dividing the black 
community. Its declaration stated that the constitution 
had 'been imposed without genuine consultation with, 
and active participation by. the people of this country. 
. . . they make race and ethnicity the only criteria for 
the right to take part in government.* 

For this reason the UDF believed it necessary to unite 
a broad section of South Africans around the slogan — 
"UDF unites, apartheid divides!' 

* DEMOCRATIC 
The UDF is committed to a democratic South Africa, 
free of apartheid, with a government chosen on the basis 
of one person one vote in a united South Africa. The 
UDF rejects the fragmentation of South Africa by the 
creation of the so-called independent homelands. 

* FRONT 
The UDF is not a political party. It is an alliance of a 
number of different organisations that have come to
gether in a common front against apartheid and with the 
common aim of achieving a just and democratic South 
Africa. 

At present the UDF is made up of 600 affiliated or
ganisations joined together in regional structures in the 
western Cape, eastern Cape, Natal, Transvaal, northern 
Cape, Border region and Free State. They comprise 

political organisations like the Release Mandela Com
mittee, the Natal and Transvaal Indian Congresses, the 
Anti-Presidents Council Committee and the Johannes
burg Democratic Action Committee. 

It has a number of trade union affiliates including the 
Council of Unions of South Africa and the South Africa 
Allied Workers Union. 

Its student affiliates include NUSAS, COSAS, and 
AZASO. It has numerous youth organisations affiliated 
to it as well as a number of civic organisations. Civic 
groups include the Soweto Civic Association led by Dr 
Motlana, the Huhudi Civic Association that fought the 
forced removal of Huhudi, and Pebco; and numerous 
smaller affiliates including the Detainees Support Com
mittee, and DPSC's around the country. 

Religious groupings are also affiliated to the Front. 
The Witwatersrand Council of Churches is one affiliate, 
Diakonia in Durban another. The Moslem Council is 
also represented. 

These organisations represent a broad spectrum of 
people which includes residents, women, students, 
youth and workers. In number, the UDF represents 
more South Africans than the ruling Nationalist Party. 

Each affiliate is bound by the UDF declaration. Af
filiates maintain their autonomy and continue with their 
own programme. They only come together around par
ticular issues. 

Common campaigns 

The common campaigns that the Front has fought have 
been many and varied. A massive campaign took place 
against the Tricameral elections in 1984 and against the 
Black Local Authorities elections the year before. 

The Front also launched a campaign to collect one 
million signatures, the aim being to reach out to 
thousands of people and draw them into the campaign 
against the Tricameral elections and the Koornhof Bills. 

The Front has taken up campaigns against repression 
in the Ciskei and against detentions generally and of its 
own leaders for treason. 

The UDF supports the campaign to end conscription 
and it opposes attempts to conscript coloureds and In
dians. It also supported the struggles against forced re
movals from Crossroads to Kyalitsha, in Huhudi, 
Driefontein, Mogopa and Leandra. 

Presently the UDF is campaigning against the New 
Zealand rugby tour. 

Allegations of violence 
There have been numerous allegations that the UDF has 
promoted violence in the townships. 

From its inception, UDF has made it clear that it is 
committed to a non-violent struggle against apartheid. 
The tactics that the UDF has used to fight its campaigns 
have been those of passive resistance. It places the re
sponsibility for the violence squarely on the shoulders of 
the South African government. At the UDF hosted 
celebration of Bishop Tutu's Nobel Peace Prize, the 
UDF slogan noted "Our struggle for freedom and justice 
is a struggle for peace'. 
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jn the middle of all the conflict and unrest, the End Conscription Campaign had a PEA CE FESTIVA L entitled 'STOP 
A THE CALL-UP*. Itfocussed attention on the growing militarisation of our society, the role of the SADF inside and 
outside South Africa and the compulsory conscription of young white men into this army. 

It was a festival of song, drama, serious questioning and discussion. Above all, it was a festival of hope. 'The State Pres
ident* said ECC national organiser, Laurie Nathan, * has said that if you want peace, prepare for war. We in the ECC be
lieve that if you want peace, work for justice. This festival is a statement of our commitment and a celebration of our hope 
for a just peace in our land.* 

The peace festival, attended by 2 000 people from all over the country, was supported by groupings concerned with 
peace throughout the world. Clare ver Beek 

In the photograph, students from the Students Union for Christian Action perform the play f ' Minutes of silence*. 
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