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INKATHA 

MrZM Sibanda wrote this 
letter to Sash on behalf of 
Inkatha. We asked the 
UDF to reply and in order 
to complete the picture we 
added an interview with 
APDUSA which recently 
appeared in Work in Prog
ress 

The Editor 
Sash 

When Black Sash February 1984 carried a Helen Zille 
article on the Sash's arguments for affiliation with UDF, 
I went through the article four to five times searching in 
vain for a mere mention of the claimed 400 organisa
tions. This was however not at all unexpected. We there
fore would like to comment on this article and advise the 
Sash to draw lines between reactionary and program
med political campaigns and activities. 

If we understand Mr Popo Molefe well, he says, 'The 
history of the Sash shows that it is an organisation thai 
has played a significant role in the struggle against injus
tice in SA\ Can the Black Sashers please find out from 
Mr Molefe what the history of, say, Inkatha, shows and 
what role it has played in the struggle for liberation. Mr 
Molefe further claims that affiliation is not a pre-requis-
ite for participation in UDF campaigns and goes on to 
say that their major priority is co-operation with other 
organisations. 

One wonders if bv some chance this is not conditional 
(open to others and closed to some). If I may quote Mr 
Molefe once more, he says: 'We regard the Sash as one 
of the most informed organisations and it has won itself a 
place in the hearts and minds of the majority of S Afri
cans opposed to injustice.' Very good of Mr Molefe! Can 
he go on and tell the readers of Black Sash and all the 
sashers how much informed Inkatha is after the 
Buthelezi Commission report's release and how much it 
has won of the hearts of South Africans opposed to inde
pendence a la Pretoria and the hearts of the + - one 
million South Africans who nearly found themselves 
permit holders in Mbabane (Ingwavuma)? 

A quiz for Mr Molefe would do the UDF a favour: 
• What is the difference between participating in vil

lage councils to resist forced removals and par
ticipating in a homeland Legislative Assembly to 
block independence Pretoria style? 

• What will the UDF lose if it scrapped the two condi
tions of affiliation and became a true democratic 
front of the people? 

• How far true is the claim that some 400 organisations 
have come together in a common commitment? 

• What general or basic mandates do people like Mr 
Camay of Cusa get from trade union members to say 
that they support the Freedom Charter? 

• What can happen if a general meeting can be called 
by the UDF to test the members' opinion on this 
matter? 

• What does the UDF regard as an organisation? Can 
groups like Erapo. Mayo Movement and others that 
I know on the Reef be regarded as representative of 
anybody or sub-branches of the UDF? 

• Apart from Archie Gumede, Oscar Mpetha and the 
other self-styled leaders who have a long record of 
having tried and failed for so many years, fearing for 
their positions if Inkatha were to affiliate to the 
UDF, what else is known to Mr Molefe and his 
friends that they push forward as their reason for re
jecting Inkatha? 

May I end up by appealing to all progressive minded 
Sashers to listen to those of them who say that the Black 
Sash should stay out of the UDF or risk its credibility. 
The short-sighted section of the Sash that sees the future 
of the Sash in the U DF sees the Sash's death and funeral. 

A truly unified front is what we need, that will lead to 
a national convention by all the peoples of SA. More 
than 400 000 young people are members of Inkatha and 
those who fled the country for an armed struggle cannot 
be an issue to write home about after the signing of 
Nkomati and Lusaka Agreements. 

The UDF is a reactionary political band and can there
fore never use or formulate effective and organised 
counter strategies to the Koornhoff Bills. 

The patriotic Front in Zimbabwe should be read with 
open eyes. 

The UDF affiliates do not agree on various issues 
today and will never agree tomorrow when answers shall 
be needed as to who should lead which constituency. 

The leaders of the trade unions will not be able to in
fluence their members on matters not concerning 
salaries and wages. Sports organisation will be having 
new membership and churches won't like to get involved 
in politics. They will ask only Bishop Tutu to vote and 
that will spell the fall of the UDF even before its rise and 
support reaches the rural areas of the country where 
Mugabe got the vehicle to Harare. 

Can all peace-loving South Africans please call for 
people like Allan Boesak, Xundu, Tutu and other 
church leaders to take God's people to the land of milk 
and honey on better tractors than the UDF. 

Z M SIBANDA 
Information Officer 
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The Ediior 
The Sash 
It seems that for every acknowledgement of the Black 
Sash Mr Sibanda demands one for Inkatha. We only give 
due where we are convinced that it is deserved. 

We have watched the Black Sash over the years en
gaging in determined struggles with the rank and file 
masses of our people against Apartheid. Rikhoto, In-
anda. Mogopa, Crossroads, Mgwali, Leandra, Driefon-
tcin, Daggakraal and other community struggles contain 
incontrovertible evidence of the Black Sash's history 
and standing in the eyes of the people. Only when the 
people come to recognize the significance of Inkatha will 
they start acknowledging it. 

But now to proceed to Mr Sibanda's quizzes: 
Homeland Legislative Assemblies were set up by the 

Nationalists and, although our forefathers, among 
whom Chief Albert Luthuli was the leading light, tena
ciously opposed these tribal institutions they were im
posed on us. Only those who were keen to co-operate 
with the White government accepted to serve in those 
structures. Chief Luthuli was, for instance, deposed by 
the Nats against the will of the Groutville Community. 

On the other hand, village and hostel committees. 
Rent Committees, etc are always the initiative of the 
masses, there to champion the real aspirations of the 
people. 

Homeland Legislative Assemblies because they are 
set up and maintained by the government, of necessity 
owe their allegiance to the government. 

All the homeland leaders are employed and paid by 
Pretoria. It is only as they continue to serve the best in
terests of PW Botha that their salaries will continue to be 
issued and upgraded by the Nationalists. As soon as 
their activities advance the people's interests they will 
cease to be employed. But the village councils and, in
deed, the Black Sash itself have never been and cannot 
ever hope to be regarded as of any value to the Apar
theid rulers of our country. As such the government 
rather than pay them would rather see them go. 

This attitude is not just arbitrarily determined. It is 
first based on whether such organisations, committees 
or councils are more to the advantage of Apartheid or 
not. In any event, members of the Black Sash and other 
village and/or community-based committees would re
fuse with contempt salaries from a social system that de
nies the humanity of other human beings such as Apar
theid does to Africans in this country. 

This is not the position with homeland leaders. They 
thrive and batten on the sufferings of our people. They 
try daily to mislead people into believing that Apartheid 
is good for them. They do not hesitate to go abroad and 
lie about how we embrace Apartheid. 

If the UDF scrapped its conditions of affiliation there 
would be no objective criteria for determining who may 
and who may not form part of the front. 

In that case Black and White racists, political oppor
tunists and homeland supporters would find their way 
into the ranks of the front. We are a broad front of anti-
Apartheid organisations with a definite vision of the fu
ture for all the people and races of thiscountry. We insist 
on a minimum of those criteria to protect our distinctive
ness. 

UDF 

UDF Publicity Secretary 
Mosiuoa 'Terror' 
Lekota. Formerly a 
football star and SASO's 
organizer, he was 
imprisoned on Robben 
Island for six years from 
1964-70. 

photo: Cedric Nunn 

On the other hand, we are wary of the sectarianism of 
the Apdusans. We recognise the fact that political rights 
are denied all Black people irrespective of their class 
positions. For instance, Mr Hassim may be a qualified 
lawyer and relatively well-off financially, but he is perse
cuted under the Group Areas Act, he may not reside in 
the Free State or parts of Northern Natal, and he cannot 
influence law-making. It is his genuine grievances 
against the present system arising from objective reality 
that qualifies him to participate side by side with other 
classes and strata in the struggle against the present 
order. 

It is public knowledge that in August 1983 more than 
four hundred organisations met in Mitchell's Plain, drew 
up and adopted the Declaration of the UDF as the basis 
of their unity jn opposition to the so-called new deal. It is 
not true, as APDUSA's Mr Hassim so brazenly 
claimed, that we had to jettison the Freedom Charter. 
The Charter is a programme of the Congress Alliance 
and is much more thorough-going than our own declara
tion. However we remain sympathetic to those who still 
do not comprehend the nature of our front. That our af
filiates are not homogeneous must be accepted and 
acknowledged. But what is even more important is their 
ability to relegate their differences to the back and con
centrate their energies on the enemy of the people — 
Apartheid. 

It must also be said that although Mr Sibanda calls for 
a 'true unified front' he has not given us any clues as to 
what that is all about. Or does he mean that Inkatha is 
such a front? 

What we in the UDF are doing is to break down tribal 
and racial lines. No section, class, strata or non-racial 
and democratic grouping is excluded from our ranks. 
After all, we steadfastly believe that South Africa is vast 
enough and has sufficient resources both to accommo
date and maintain more people than the present 31,1 
millions. 

Our commitment in the long-run is to all South Afri
cans — those in gaols and townships, the banned and re
stricted. We insist that those who have been forced into 
exile, fugitives from Apartheid, should finally be 
brought back to their land of birth so that they may join 
in our national obligation of shaping and completing the 
dream of a future that befits the people of this lovely 
land. 
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Finally, il is not for us to respond to questions for 
CUSA, ERAPO, etc. We are convinced that Mr 
Sibanda would receive very adequate answers from the 
members and leaders of those organisations. All we arc 
prepared to say is that we are proud to be associated with 
those uncompromising opponents of Apartheid. 
MOSIUOA LEKOTA 
UDF— Publicity Secretary 

APDUSA 
Interview 

• 

Kader Ilassim 

APDUSA (African Peoples' Democratic Union of 
Southern Africa), the most prominent affiliate of 
the Unity Movement (which in 1946 claimed sup
port of 60 000 through its affiliates) has been re
vived. Free-lance journalist and researcher Yunus 
Carrim recently interviewed KADDER HASSIM for 
WIP, to get some sense of the meaning of AP-
DUSA's revival. Hassim (49) was the first accused in 
the 1971-2 APDUSA trial in which 14 people faced 
Terrorism Act charges. Sentenced t o eight years on 
Robben Island, he was subsequently struck off the 
lawyers' role, and presently works as a legal clerk in 
Pietermaritzburg. Kader Hassim is chairman of AP-
DUSA's Pietermaritzburg branch. 

WIP; What is the programme of APDUSA? 

Hassim: The programme of APDUSA is the Ten 
Point Programme of the Unity Movement formulated 
in 1943. It basically calls for universal franchise; free 
education; inviolability of person; freedom of expres
sion; freedom of movement and occupation; racial 
equality; and the revision of the land question, the 
civil and criminal code, taxation, and labour legisla
tion. 

In addition APDUSA stressed in its constitution 
that 'the democratic aspirations of the workers and 
peasants shall be paramount in both the short- and 
long-term orientation of APDUSA'. And by African 
wc mean all those who live in Africa and who advance 
its cause. 

WIP: How do you understand the differences bet
ween the Unity Movement and the Congress move
ment? 

Hassim: The Unitv Movement believed that an or-
ganisation must have a set of non-ncgotiablc goals 
that give it direction. The Ten Point Programme was 
a programme for nothing less than human rights — 
what France achieved in 1789. There's nothing un
reasonable about it. So we insisted on the programme 
as a minimum basis on which to work with other or
ganisations. 

But the Congress had no such principle. They were 
prepared to work with any organisation for a specific 
objective. During the 1958 general election, for 
example, they wanted to form an alliance with all 
anti-National Party forces, including the United 
Party, so as to defeat the Nats. It's happening again 
today. 

The Congress tradition has been characterised by 
these Popular Fronts which bring together antagonis
tic classes and groupings. Now when you do that sort 
of thing your basis for coming together must be ex
tremely wide to accommodate everybody, and so you 
have to compromise on your programme. We in the 
Unity Movement were not prepared to do this. 

The Congress, you must understand, was under the 
tutelage of the liberals — and it was they who were 
largely responsible for the failure of the two move
ments to arrive at an understanding. But a further 
matter that divided us was non-racialism: whereas the 
ANC was confined to Africans and the various Con
gresses were constituted along racial lines, the Unity 
Movement accepted people of all colours. 

WIP: Some clarity on a point. Are you drawing an 
analogy between the attempt at an anti-National Party 
alliance by Congress in 1958 and the United Democra
tic Front of the moment? 

Hassim: Up to a point. The concept is the same — 
except that the UDF hasn't invited the Progressive 
Federal party to join. I don't suppose they'll want the 
homeland parties to join. But they are in fact trying to 
create a spurious unity of antagonistic classes and 
groupings. In fact, they even had to jettison the Free
dom Charter in establishing a basis for their broad 
unity so as to accommodate organisations like the 
Black Sash, NAFCOC and the Islamic Council. 

The main objection we have to the Charter is the 
four-nation thesis and the protection for minorities 
that it endorses. This is in total opposition to the con
cept of a single South African nation that the Unity 
Movement espouses. 

WIP: You said earlier that a fundamental difference 
between the Unity Movement and Congress was over 
non-collaboration. But the Unity Movement is often 
criticised for fetishising the boycott, for making a prin
ciple of what is really a tactic that should be used only 
after taking account of all the contradictions in a situa
tion. 
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Hassim: Non-collaboration is not a principle. It's a 
policy, a long-term strategy. Essentially it is based on 
the view that an oppressed people cannot be ruled for 
long unless they are prepared to participate in institu
tions designed for their own oppression. There is no 
direct link between the ruling class and the oppressed 
people, so ruling class ideas permeate through liber
als to the black intelligentsia, who in turn pass them 
on to the oppressed. 

So the intelligentsia is used as the tool of the ruling 
class to carry out its plans. Non-collaboration is there
fore designed to snap this link between the ruling 
class and the oppressed. 

But this doesn't mean that you boycott for 
boycotts' sake. No. the boycott is selectively used. It 
is used only when it concretely advances the struggle. 
There is nothing abstract about it. For example, when 
Bantu Education was introduced in the 1950's, we felt 
that the people should not participate in it, not by 
boycotting schools, which would be self-destructive, 
but by the pupils, teachers and parents coming to fully 
appreciate what the aims of Bantu Education are and 
to refuse to simply submit to their aims. 

WiP: What is your relationship with A ZA PO? And 
do you see a role for APDUSA in the National Forum 
which seems to aim at some sort of coalition of all 
progressive forces outside the UDF? 

Iwas invited to go to Sweden by the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry of the Swedish Government. I was there 

from June 13 to 21 and I must say I was looked after in a 
style to which I wish I had had the chance to become ac
customed. 

I have never before been escorted past all immigra
tion/emigration/customs queues and housed in comfort 
in a VIP lounge while someone else whisks my passport 
away and attends to all formalities while I sit in an 
armchair before being ushered into a lo-o-ong black 
limousine. It was super. 

Sweden is seriously interested in South Africa. I trod 
on the heels of Alan Boesak and assorted members of 
the UDF and various other organisations all the way. All ' 
the people I met were involved in one way or another 
with Southern African issues so perhaps one gets a dis
torted impression and I know that there are many 

Hassim: We have a warm and happy relationship 
with AZAPO. We work together whenever we can, 
and we regard them as a very significant section of the 
libcratory movement. But the National Forum is sim
ply a forum. One doesn't know if it's ever going to 
crystallize into an organisation. We are not prepared 
to join the forum because of the liberals associated 
with it. We do not want to rub shoulders with liberals, 
whatever their colour. But we welcome dialogue with 
the progressive sections of the Forum. 

WIP: What is the present strength of A PD USA ? 

Hassim: We are just reviving. We had to contend 
not only with the set-backs that all the organisations 
suffered in the early 1960s, but also with the severe 
blow we received in 1971 when over 200 of our ac
tivists were detained and the rudiments of our struc
ture destroyed. 

Summarized from an article in Work in progress 
The full interview and another with the general-secret
ary of the General and Allied Workers Union 
(GAWU) provide a useful background into current 
differences of outlook among the various popular and 
community organizations. They are printed in Work 
in Progress No 31, Box 93174, Yeoville 2143, South 
Africa. Subscriptions to WIP are R7,50 pa. Individual 
issues cost Rl,00. 

Swedish businessmen who do not agree at all with their 
government's stand on South Africa. I am sure that 
there are many ordinary people in Sweden who do not 
even know where South Africa is but those whom I met 
were concerned and anxious to do whatever is possible 
to assist in the work for justice, democracy and peace in 
this country. 

Sweden is a 'peace' country. They have not fought a 
war since 1932 and are generally determined to keep it 
that way but they are honest and frank about their regret 
for certain actions their country took during the Nazi oc
cupation of Europe in the Second World War. 

They are vulnerable in the extreme in the contempor
ary East-West conflict and issues of nuclear warfare are 
an over-riding anxiety, as they are in all European coun
tries. 

Sweden is a most democratic country and their 

The Swedish government recently invited our National 
President, Sheena Duncan, to visit Sweden in order to inform 

their Foreign Affairs Ministry on recent developments in 
apartheid legislation. She wrote this account of her trip in a 

circular to the Black Sash regional committees. 

Sheena Duncan in Sweden 
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