
Sash and the education 
crisis 
This year's school boycott first surfaced in At-
teridgeville, Pretoria. The Sash's Pretoria Branch 
wrote a long letter to the Minister of Education and 
Training in which they pointed out: 'Even the 
capitulation of the Department of Education and 
Training to meet the demands of the pupils has not 
ensured their continued attendance at school A 
lasting solution wi l l not be found until black pupils 
believe that their educational system is fully on a 
par wi th that of the whites and is adequate to their 
needs'. 

Annica van Gylswyk, chairman of the Pretoria 
Branch, reports on a complex situation. 

T he situation is and has been for months a highly ex
plosive one with the whole community involved, 

forming different groups in opposition to one another. 
The events leading up to the closing of the schools at 

least until the beginning of next year are difficult to fol
low, and for an outsider to know exactly what took place 
is almost impossible. 

The boycott started at different schools at different 
times immediately after the schools re-opened at the be
ginning of the year. In some cases it was a continuation 
from last year. 

The pupils' demands were mainly for: 
• The scrapping of the newly-introduced age limitation 
• Punishment according to regulations laid down by the 
DET 

• Free text books (and. in the case where free text books 
are given, they should be available before August/Sep
tember) 

• SRCs instead of the hated prefect system. 
The complaints are about: 

• Unmarked exam papers 
• The shortage of teachers 
• Assaults against pupils 
• Embezzlement of school funds by teachers 
• Teachers having affairs with pupils 
• Drunkenness and bad behaviour of teachers. 

In January some of these demands were met by the De
partment of Education and Training. (It is worth men
tioning that in Soshanguve where pupils formed a 'Com
mittee of 40' they achieved the re-instatement of all 
pupils affected by the age limit at the Lethabong High 
School). After having been back to school for a short 
time in the beginning of February, new boycotts and 
clashes with the police resulted when not all the pupils' 
demands were met. Emma Sathege was killed in one of 
these, and two days before her funeral the UDF called a 
meeting with COSAS, parents and teachers, appealing 
for better communication. At that time a teacher's 
house had been stoned (he actually later left At-
teridgeville). Only two teachers came to that meeting. 
The UDF urged pupils to return to school. 

Tor an outsider 
to know exactly 
what took place 
is almost impos
sible/ 

Annica van Gylswyk 

The next day Bishop Tutu called a meeting in the Hof-
meyr School, inviting the UDF, community organisa
tions, inspectors, teachers and student representatives. 
He urged the Atteridgeville community to handle the 
situation. From this meeting a small committee headed 
by a UDF representative, was chosen mainly to arrange 
the funeral programme. (This in the beginning excluded 
teachers). Emma's funeral was handled well by all in
volved and without police interference. 

On February 20 Tutu was promised by the DET that 
there would be no recriminations for pupils returning to 
the schools. On the 20th all schools were back to normal 
— but not for long. 

Easter was a time of violence with some pupils ar
rested, teachers forming small groups out for what they 
called the ring leaders. Boys were beaten and in one case 
knifed. 

Throughout this time the UDF involvement was ques
tioned, by the community and by the UDF itself which 
sees its role as national, not local. COSAS, however, is 
affiliated to the UDF and therefore demands its involve
ment. The Federal School Council, too, (consisting of 
the PTAs of the different schools) who had been to see 
the Minister of Education and Training, asked the UDF 
to 'come in'. A meeting was called, but teachers were 
not helpful. 

Again a committee was chosen, chaired by the UDF 
representative. This announced a mass meeting through 
the press to which only pupils came. Principals, teachers 
and parents did not come 'because they were not for
mally invited'. This seems to indicate that the parties in
volved did not try their best. The UDF sent out formal 
invitations to another meeting to all school principals, 
without success. This meeting actually was interrupted 
by the security police arresting ten persons for 'trespas
sing'. After five hours of questioning all were released. 
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The UDF had in the meantime persuaded the pupils 
to go back to school after Easter. This they did, but on 
hearing of the D H Pheta teachers' part in the attacks on 
schoolboys, pupils from all the schools marched on the 
D H Pheta school and stoned the teachers' room. This 
resulted in Edgar Posselt, DET chief deputy public rela
tions officer suspending classes. 

At the initiative of UDF urging for the involvement of 
the churches, a Ministers of Religion Ad Hoc Commit
tee was formed. This body called several meetings and 
was probably responsible for the parents beginning to 
take the pupils' side, especially when they realised the 
extent of corporal punishment meted out in the schools 
(eg high school girls had to bare their buttocks in class 
for beatings). The DET had, at the beginning of the un
rest, arranged meetings with parents at which they were 
given the school authorities' views of the situation. At 
one stage pupils and the UDF actually had to urge the 
parents not to form vigilante committees. 

Pupils now demanded that suspensions be lifted and 
all those arrested be released from prison. School princi
pals were approached and suspensions lifted by all ex
cept one school, whose principal was seen by a well-
known church leader, the UDF secretary and parents. 
He however passed the decision of lifing suspensions to 
the PTA, and merely accused the UDF, AZASO and 
SAYO of being responsible for the unrest. 

At a mass meeting on April 30 pupils promised to go 
back to school but some insisted on not attending classes 
until the last two pupils in detention had been released. 
The churchmen of the Ad Hoc Committee kept visiting 
the schools and meeting student leaders during the last 

In Cradock 
The schoc is boycott continues • • • 

Molly Blackburn 

Clearly angered by the intervention of Sash mem
bers Judy Chalmers, Molly Blackburn (PFP Provin
cial Councillor) and Di Bishop (also a Cape Provin
cial Councillor), Minister le Grange told PFP MP An
drew Savage that he should warn them and the rest 
of the Black Sash to keep out of the Cradock 
township. 

In situations like this, our members are often 
branded as instigators, so we have recorded what 
they did. 

(from a report by Molly Blackburn) 

week before the final closing of the schools. In most 
cases pupils quietly assembled in the schools, but re
fused to attend classes. Order could not be kept in all 
cases and before the weekend there had been renewed 
clashes with the police and more students had been ar
rested. 

In the meantime representatives of the parents had 
seen the Minister of Education and Training in Cape 
Town. The PFP met with the churchmen involved in At-
teridgeville, and Peter Soal, on returning to Parliament, 
retained contact. In spite of all these efforts the schools 
were closed and 6 000 young people left school. 

After the event student leaders blamed police inter
ference during the last days for the closure. 

It is. however, doubtful whether the situation could 
have had any other outcome or that the problem would 
have been solved even if the schools had not been 
closed. The problem is deep-rooted and symptomatic of 
the state of black education. 

This is also by no means the end of the 'Atteridgeville 
crisis'. Plans must be made now for the young people out 
of school. Pressure must be brought to bear on the au
thorities responsible. 

A number of questions remain to be considered—for 
example, why Atteridgeville in particular? why has 
TUATA remained silent? what actually happens in the 
black teachers' training colleges to turn the teachers into 
what they are? These matters should be gone into — pre
ferably by those black teachers who are dedicated and 
who have the pupils' best interests at heart and who try 
their best in a difficult situation. 

Annica van Gylswyk 
Chairman, Pretoria Black Sash 

I n August 1983 rents were increased in the Cradock 
Township. Submissions were made to ECAB but 

apparently were ignored. 
In September a group of residents headed by the act

ing Principal of the high school, Mr Matthew Goniwe, 
asked Mrs Molly Blackburn to enquire officially into the 
structuring of the rents and to advise them on proce
dures to be used when forming a Civic Association — 
duties of a chairman etc. She obtained a copy of the 
JAYCEES booklet Chairmanship and Parliamentary 
Procedure which she posted to Mr Matthew Goniwe on 
October 14,1983. 

• September 8,1983 — Mrs Blackburn wrote to Mr L 
Koch, Chief Director East Cape Administration 
Board asking for a copy of the sliding scale used to 
determine rentals and services charges in various 
East Cape Townships. 

• October 12,1983—Copy of Mr Koch's reply sent to 
Matthew Goniwe plus a covering letter stating that I 
would be requesting clarification from the Board on 
several points. 

• October 13,1983 — Letter sent to L Koch asking for 
information on interest rates used as a basis for cal
culation of rentals, plus a question on service 
charges, with a copy to Mr Goniwe. To date no reply 
has been received — (18.6.84). 
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• December 7, 1983 — Matthew Goniwe telephoned 
Mrs Blackburn to tell her of his transfer to Graaff Reinet 
which had been served on him, Mrs Blackburn re
quested assistance from Mr John Malcomess PFP MP, 

General remarks 

Having refused to accept the transfer to a post at a 
Graaff Reinet School, Mr Goniwe was dismissed by the 
Department of Education and Training in January. He 
then made an application to the Department for rein
statement as a teacher in Cradock, but made it clear that 
he did not expect to be considered for the vice-principal-
ship of the school, and that he would accept even the 
lowliest post. At this time — while the whole matter of 
his rc-engagement by the Department was under consid
eration — the children attended school-

When his application was turned down, the children 

If it had been the government's intention to politicize 
every man, woman and child in the Cradock Township 
of Lingelihle — then I would say that without doubt 
they have achieved their goal. Even the smallest chil
dren no longer wave in greeting. Instead skinny arms 
are raised in a clenched fist salute. 
Molly Blackburn In speech to Cape Provincial Council, 

May 84 

boycotted classes and although the teachers still report 
daily at the schools and remain in attendance during 
school hours, none of the pupils are attending classes. 

From the outset the residents in the Township as
sumed that Matthew Goniwe's transfer was engineered 
in order to terminate opposition to the rent increases-
Residents and pupils were so distressed at the transfer 
that it can be safely said it was this action which was the 
catalyst in the decision the youth made to boycott the 
schools. 

On March 25 students from seven schools held a meet
ing to discuss an ultimatum from the Department. Police 
converged on the venue and ordered the students to dis
perse. Before this could be done, police shot teargas 
canisters into the hall and chaos ensued. 

On March 30 a banning order on all meetings for three 
months was issued by Minister Le Grange. 

On March 31 Matthew Goniwe, Mbulelo Goniwe 
(Matthew's cousin). Fort Calata (Chairman, Cradoya 

During the morning we waited outside the magis
trate's court with some families while 20 youngsters 
appeared in court. We were meticulous in our obser
vance of regulations which prevent political gather
ings. It was therefore with shocked disbelief that, as 
we moved off to get into our car, we saw Mr Wakens 
So ga, one of our group, being frog-marched down the 
pavement by a member of the Security Police and a un
iformed policeman. He is still being held. An early call 
relayed the not unexpected news that Mr Makaula had 
been detained at 2 am* Despite the petrol-bombing of 
his house this brave man, suffering from Burger's dis
ease and wi th one leg amputated, had tried single-
handed to carry on to fill the void left by those in deten
t ion. 

Taken from leader page article by Molly Blackburn in 
Cape Times, 19.5.84 
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Youth Group) and Madoda Jacobs (headboy of the 
High School) were arrested under Section 28 of the In
ternal Security Act. They have been held in solitary con
finement at Pollsmoor in Cape Town and Diepkloof in 
Johannesburg ever since. Helen Suzman has visited 
Matthew Goniwe at Poolsmoor. 

At Mrs Blackburn's request, Mr Ken Andrew MP and 
official Opposition spokesman on black education vis
ited the township in March and met with Cardora at Mr 
Goniwe's home. Subsequently he met with Minister 
Barend Du Plessis. 

During the May/June Provincial Council Session Mrs 
Blackburn was contacted two or three times each week 
by residents with reports of police brutality or requests 
for guidance on how to obtain assistance with rent relief. 
She undertook to visit Lingelihle immediately the coun
cil session ended. 

Thus on June 13, she went there with Di Bishop, MPC 
and Judy Chalmers. Personal accounts of violence at the 
hands of the police were taped and other cases in which 
there appeared to be a complete disregard for the nor
mal processes of law were recorded. 

In Johannesburg 

A ddressing a general members' meeting in May Mr 
Michael Gardiner, head of the English department 

a! Ihc Johannesburg College of Education and im
mediate past president of NEUSA, drew attention to a 
White Paper published last November. 

The State can be expected to ensure that there are 
equal opportunities and equal standards for all, al
though it will depend on the community concerned to 
what extent education of an equal quality does in fact 
develop from this basis. 

What I understand this to mean is that the State will 
provide a basic minimum funding on an equal basis to all 
within a context of equal provision of basic facilities. 
Thereafter it will be up to each community — and that 

This house has two rooms. The rem is R2 per month and ser
vices R25+, totalling R28,10 per month. No concession it made 
for pensioners. 

There is much evidence to show that official provoca
tion has sparked off a pattern of violence and counter-
violence in Cradock. 

means community as race and as class — to provide 
whatever further finances and provisions it wants to and 
can afford. Communities which have been discriminated 
against at every level for decade upon decade and who 
are exploited in the present economic system will be re
quired to pay for the ravages of apartheid if they want 
education of any quality at all.' 

He urged the Black Sash to keep itself 'entirely clear 
of involvement in or endorsement of the whole reformist 
development in South Africa' which he defined as keep
ing a clear-eyed vigilance when the possibilities of labour 
reform, developments on influx control, enquiries into 
detentions, proposals for educational changes and 
changes to the constitution were mooted. 'To give cre
dence to reform/ he said, 'is to be co-opted into the sys
tem, and this black students are saying they will not 
allow to happen to themselves.' 

Tiego Moseneke, president of the Black Students' 
Society at Wits and president of AZASO, reminded us: 
'in the early 70s the universities which were supposed to 
produce administrators of apartheid in the black areas 
and homelands, erupted and became the first black 
people to raise their voice against apartheid since the 
banning of the ANC and PAC. The very people who 
were given some privilege with the hope of drawing 
them into the apartheid laager were the architects of the 
once very popular black consciousness movement. It is 
these very institutions which produced the Bikos, the 
Pityanas and even much earlier the Mandelas, and Tam-
bos.' 

He said this year's protests had not been spontaneous 
but were part of organised opposition to the education 
system mainly on the part of COSAS. 'If there was ever 
to be any kind of reform,' he said, it would have to begin 
with proper consultation and participation.' 

The Black Sash should see itself as part of the popular 
struggle, for, he said, 'the arms of the people are open to 
you.' 
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