
End conscription campaign 

The ECC v i e w p o i n t 
The End Conscription Committee say NO to conscrip
tion because it helps prolong the war in Namibia. South 
Africa's continued occupation of the country is illegal in 
terms of international law and is a cause of the war. 
Many church bodies have called for the withdrawal of 
South African troops, for the speedy implementation of 
UN Resolution 435 and the holding of free and fair elec
tions so that the people of Namibia can determine their 
own future. We endorse this. Let there be an end to the 
war. Let there be an end to the loss of life, the maiming 
of people, the psychological damage and all the other 
costs this war is engendering.' 

DAVID SCHMIDT, Chairman ECC, Cape 

The Black Sash v i e w p o i n t 
Wc believe very strongly that the whole question of con
scription should be a matter for serious public debate in 
this country. We have taken the enormous step of put
ting the country on a war footing without any of the pub
lic debate there should be about such a move that affects 
the lives of every single person in the country. 

SHEENA DUNCAN, National President 
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David Schmidt, ECC Pastor Kameeta of the 
Chairman in Cape Town. Namihian Council of 

Churches speaking in St 
Georges Cathedral. 

High cost 
of war 

OVER the last decade the South African 
state has demonstrated an increasing 
commitment to military alternatives In 
a classic 'carrot and stick* approach this 
militarization is juxtaposed to the offer 
of peaceful coexistence - a coexistence 
based very much on South Africa's 
terms. The war in Namibia, already 
described as 'unwinnable'by Lieutenant-
General Jannie Geldenhuys, is daily 
exacting heavy cost in terms of financial 
and human resources. 
O The South African defence budget 
has increased enormously from R44 
million in I960 to R3755 million in 
1984. The Minister of Defence, Magnus 
Malan, has indicated that this amount 
must remain high and probably increase 
in the near future. 

O It is estimated that 10 percent of the 
total South African budget is being 
spent on Namibia. In 1980 P.W. Botha 
announced that R3 000 million had 
been spent on infrastructure and 
defence' in Namibia. The annual cost of 
the war alone is about R600 million. 

OThe Namihian economy is suffering 
severely from the protracted conflict. 
Since 1978 the country has experienced 
an average negative growth rate of - 1,5 
percent. 75 percent of the country**-
needs are imported. 
OAt least 10000 Namibi&ns have 

died in the 18 year war. This amounts 
to 1 percent of the entire population. 

Objector Vol 2 No 3 

'We should ask why we are being conscripted, what we would be called to do 
and whose interests we are defending in Namibia'. Rev David Russel addres
ses the 350 strong meeting in St George's Cathedral, Cape Town. 

Sta temen t f r o m t h e End Conscr ip t ion C o m m i t t e e 

T he people of South Africa want peace—peace that begins 
at home, not In London or in Komatipoort, and the people 

of South Africa shall have their peace. Let us work towards 
that day. Let us build a new South Africa — a South Africa that 
does not have to defend itself against its own sons and 
daughters with the most powerful military machine in Africa. 

24 THE BLACK SASH — August 1984 


