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Wilson Fanti (MR A Chairman) leads the congregation out of Wartburg Church after the June service on removals 

MGWALI 
leads resistance 

r hree years ago the White Corri
dor between Ciskei and Trans-

kei in the E Cape heard officially 
that its seven black spots were to be 
wiped out. A minimum of 40 000 
people were to lose their home base 
of freehold or tribally owned land, 
and they were to be removed to the 
Ciskei. The plan still stands, but now 
with new opposition. Mgwali, physi
cally and historically at the centre of 
the Corridor, and tactically mature 
enough to serve as a rallying point, is 
working to draw the other com
munities into a united campaign. 

Background 

The 2 000 hectares of Mgwali, 35 km 
from the Ciskei border, became a 
mission area under the first ordained 
black minister in South Africa, the 
Presbyterian Rev Tiyo Soga. The 
land had been granted by Sandile, 

the last chief of the independent 
Rharhabc Xhosa, who died in the 
Ninth Frontier War. His people 
were expelled across the Kei, but the 
mission community at Mgwali were 
allowed to stay as a buffer group. 
Sandile's mother Suthu is buried 
there. 

In the era of homelands, the San-
dilc family has long been at odds 
with the Sebes. ridiculing Lennox 
Sebe's claim lo chieftainship. The 
last chief, Mpangele, was detained 
for more than a year under Ciskei 
proclamation R252 and then de
ported to the Transkei. He is the 
only chief that the villagers would re
spect-

All Mgwalians would agree that 
'Even in wars that have been de
clared around this area, this soil has 
never been a white person's soil* 
(Fanti, meeting of 16.12.83). But 

how far this black area is really tribal 
is less certain. The 152 freeholders 
find a contradiction between their 
rights and tribalism. Church influ
ence has also moved the generations 
towards a tone more mission than 
tribal- 'Mgwali is not a land that is 
supposed to be ruled by chiefs, from 
far back. Mgwali is a mission station 
. . . So the tradition of having a 
chief has always been a weak one in 
Mgwali, for over a hundred years' 
(Fanti, 23.6.84). 

Mgwali is the last place to take 
kindly to removal, least of all into 
the calculatedly tribal domain of a 
bantustan. Mgwali itself inspires re
sistance, with its church, built in 
1857, with the graves of the 
forefathers, with its five schools, one 
of which was South Africa's first 
boarding school for black girls. The 
five villages and the Mission are 
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spread on the hillsides- Fertile soil is 
watered by ihe perennial Mgwali 
River-
First attack: imposition of Plan
ning Committee 
A sympathetic hearing by Deputy 
Minister Wentzel in the wake of the 
Van der Walt Commission in 1980 
led (he Mgwali community to hope 
they would be left in peace. Then 
came the blow. Lennox Sebe visited 
them in June 1981 and demanded 
that they agree 4in principle' to move 
to Frankfort in Ciskei. Assuring 
them that to agree 'in principle' was 
not the same as to agree to move, he 
nevertheless foisted a 12-man Plan
ning Commiltee (PC) on them in 
order to organise their removal 
When people at the gathering ex
pressed their bewilderment or raised 
objections he accused them of sup
porting terrorism. A week later he 
replaced the only three elected 
members of the PC with three of his 
own men, and by August 1981 he 
had detained six prominent oppo
nents of removal under R252. (see 
Surplus People Project, vol 2; also 
SosA, vol 26, 3, Nov 83) 

The PC members earn Ciskei 
salaries. They have no discernible 
popular support, although they have 
tried to win a following among the 
landless squatters who are led to be
lieve they will get garden plots in 
Frankfort. The PC say they are 

negotiating with the government to 
get the best deal for the people of 
Mgwali, but most Mgwaliansbelieve 
they are only interested in getting 
the best deal for themselves and that 
they have been promised the houses 
vacated by the former white com
munity of Frankfort. The PC pro
vides RSA with a quotable 'voice of 
the people9 despite its real clash with 
community opinion. It also does 
what it can to promote removal loc
ally by instilling fear, raising false 
hopes, and clamping down on open 
debate. 

Thus, almost all protest meetings 
have been banned si nee 1981. 
People have recently been promised 
illusory jobs at Frankfort. Teachers 
have been threatened with losing 
their jobs if they don't comply. Pen
sioners have gathered they could 
lose their pensions if they caused 
trouble. The PC have also hinted 
that registers might not get compen
sation (although it is a legal right). 

Against the PC now stands the 
Mgwali Residents* Association 
(MRA), an offshoot of the old Mg
wali Farmers* Association, It was 
formed in late 1981 to serve the local 
opposition, after villagers saw they 
could not disband the PC. The MRA 
committee claims the signed and 
committed support of 700 heads of 
household in the 10 000 strong com
munity in Mgwali/Wartburg/Hec-

The old Wartburg mission church, now used for the prayer services on removals 

kcl. (The usual household in this 
area is roughly 10 people.) It also 
claims the silent support of others, 
afraid to sign, and says Villages 1, 2 
and 4, and Meckel, are solidly with 
the MRA* The silent support is 
growing more explicit, they say, 
since an inspiriog workshop with vis
itors from Crossroads earlier this 
year. Mr Booi and others who had 
been collecting taxes for Ciskei have 
now stopped doing so. The main dif
ficulty for the MRA is having to fight 
on two fronts — committee mem
bers have been detained or harassed 
frequenlly since 1981, by RSA and 
by Ciskei. 

The December 16 meeting : the 
headmen confronted 

Since its inception the Planning 
Committee assumed an authorita
rian control over the residents of 
Mgwali, mainly through the agency 
of two imposed headmen (members 
of the PC) Messrs Myoli and Dyosi. 

Given the responsibility of impos
ing the hated Ciskeian development 
tax on residents, (which Mgwalians 
claim they have no right to do seeing 
Mgwali is part of South Africa) these 
two headmen are also responsible 
for the distribution of drought relief, 
which they allegedly give only to 
members of the Ciskeian National 
Independence Party (CNIP). They 
proceeded also to grant residential 

-̂

, • 

Y ^*< 

'K - '*1 

**A 
\ >.̂ S 

-. 
• -V* 

fc3 

vri**& 

K A « * 
f f c - £ -

t t t W p 

• i 
*\f 

• - ; - • 

£/*r\ 
-**>** 

: 



sites on the commonage without 
consulting the community and are 
accused of giving away to friends the 
community's assets. 

Enraged, Ihe residents consulted 
Geoff Budlender of the Legal Re
sources Centre who managed to get 
them permission to hold a public 
meeting in order to confront the 
headmen. 

At this meeting committee mem
bers outlined the saga since 1981, 
and many of the audience joined in 
condemning these headmen. Myoli 
and Dyosi were present, and for two 
hours they were castigated for theft, 
corruption and failing to serve the 
real interests and wishes of the villa
gers. About 250 people attended the 
meeting, representing many more, 
and observers from the 
Grahamstown Resettlement Com
mittee and the press saw how over
whelmingly they rejected removal 
and wanted the headmen exposed. 

Headmen in retreat: the non-
meeting of February 7,1984 
After the exposures of the protest 
meeting, the MRA wrote a series of 
letters to the Zibula Tribal Author
ity (TA). They detailed complaints 
about the headmen, said the villa
gers could not remain at the mercy of 
such men, and finally declared that 
as from January 9, 1984, if there 
were no other developments, the 
MRA and other residents would no 
longer recognise Myoli and Dyosi as 
headmen. 

Eventually the TA invited the 
MRA to a meeting on the subject. It 
was to be held at the tribal office at 
the Great Place, at 10 am on Feb
ruary 7. Myoli and Dyosi arrived on 
time as TA/PC members. So did 
Taylor Bevu, chairman of both the 
TA and the PC. Yet hours passed 
while the whole MRA committee 
waited outside under a tree. First an 
MRA messenger returned from the 
office to say the TA said they were 
busy with a people's court and would 
call the MRA just when it suited 
them. 

In fact they were doing nothing. 
They shooed MRA supporters 
away. Myoli changed a tyre on his 
car. Much later, the MRA were told 
simply what they had been told be
fore, that the matter had been refer
red to the magistrate at Zwclitsha. 
The whole incident looked evasive 
to the MRA people and other obser
vers, as though the TA were trying 

to stall rejection of the headmen and 
at the same time escape a confronta
tion with the MRA committee. As 
the MRA chairman, Wilson Fanti, 
remarked later: "They are really 
scared of us now. They made us wait 
like criminals because they were af
raid to meet us.' 

The Ciskei moves in: The raid of 
February 16,1984 
Nine days later, on February 16, a 
convoy of 17 or 18 vehicles de
scended on Mgwali. Taylor Bevu 
was seen in the leading car, wrapped 
in a blanket. Myoli was seen leading 
some of the convoy to various 
houses. A feature of the raid, con
ducted at night by strangers, was 
that the raiders went straight to the 
houses of some leading MRA 
people, in one village after another. 
Clearly they were guided by local re
sidents. 

Bearing no identification and in 
plain clothes, the Ciskei police 
crashed into the houses with drawn 
guns. They were reported to have as-
saultcd people and shoved detainees 
viciously into the vans. People were 
not even given time to put their 
clothes on. 

They went straight for the MRA 
chairman, Wilson Fanti. Alerted by 
a young boy, Fanti escaped up the 
hill before the convoy reached his 
house. The police grabbed his 
younger brother instead. This man, 
Sendikho Fanti, said the police de
clared they would have killed him if 
he had been his brother. Later he 
was assaulted, he said, and one 
policemen had tried to push him into 
the boot of his car and threatened to 
kill him too. 

Blind Makosonke Dyani (I) and 96 year 
old Herman Gija, home again after the 
Ciskei raid. 'They look me\ Herman 
Gija said, 'without a chance to dress 
properly . . . They put me in the back of 
the van. I asked for my pair of trousers, 
my jacket and my hat — and they refused 
to bring me those. Just before we left my 
son came and he was also detained (this 
was the MRA Vice-Secretary, Mike 
Gija). There were four of us in this par
ticular van and we were left in this van till 
morning and I still asked them to bring 
me my clothing and they still insisted that 
I was not going to get anything, and I gave 
up, saying these boys are ill-mannered. 
Its the first time in my 96 years to see such 
ill manners.' 

They also failed to find Mlung-
wana Ponye, another MRA commit
tee member, and took his school boy 
son Mbuyiseli Ponye in his place. 
They said they meant to shoot his 
father, people reported. 

The seven others they grabbed 
were all wellknown MRA suppor
ters, some of them committee mem
bers. They included an elderly blind 
man, Makosonke Dyani, and even 
Mgwali's oldest resident, 96-year-
old Herman Gija. 

All nine detainees were released 
within six days after a huge public 
outcry. They are now suing the Cis
kei for R92 500 damages ( £ P 
Herald, 1.6.84). The case will test 
the limits of Ciskeian power over 
Mgwali. It should also expose the il
legality of hijacks across bantustan 
borders. 
Aftermath in Mgwali 
The chain of events suggests that 
after the headmen were exposed 
(16.12.83) and rejected (9.1.84), the 
Zibula TA/PC shrank from tackling 
the MRA (7.2.84), leading to the de
sperate idea of the Ciskei raid — 

continued on page 18 
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•Headmen Myoli and Dyosi are confronted by an angry community— 

AN HISTORIC PROTEST MEETING AT MGWALI, December 16,1983—historic because 
public protests are virtually never permitted in communities under threat of removal 
— and this one only happened after the intervention of the Legal Resources Centre. It 
was the only public meeting allowed in Mgwali in 2Vz years. 
Short, vivid speeches, each covering a specific topic, reveal a well organized resis
tance. 

Here are some extracts: 

WILSON FANTI, Chairman of the MRA, speaks of 
their refusal to be intimidated: 

After the six men were arrested (Sash Vol 26,3, Nov 83) 
the community wasn't deterred. Instead, another six took 
over. 

There is an interesting story I read in, 1 think about Stan* 
dard 2. A certain man was sent to find golden apples. He 
was sent by a certain king. On his way he met a giant. He 
fought with this giant. Every lime he knocked the giant 
down, the giant got stronger* So that is what happens to us 
— everytime we get into the cell, we come out stronger. Vm 
glad there is a mass of people like this here now, because 
you have been told that attending these meetings will lead 
to your arrest. You are not misled, that is true. 

We are prepared to die fighting* as was Saul Mkhize who 
died at Driefontein. It was the same type of forced removal. 
So although Saul Mkhize died, his grave speaks. 

There is an important part I want to tell you. All the time 
we were fighting we had Mr Nobobe with us. He has run 
from us on foot* rushing to escape. He resigned from the 
committee as secretary, and even after that we couldn't find 
him to meet even for other issues. We have called upon him 
for a long time but he never comes. What wc have heard 
lately is that he is going along with the planning committee 
members. 

Warning tenants, he said: You will be told that 'we are 
taking you to Dongaba (Frankfort) because you have no 
land in Mgwali and you are renting your place,' Then you 
will say: I am tired of the person I am renting the house from 
—1*11 go to Dongaba where 111 get my own land. We've got 
a lot of people at Mgwali. We can't all fit in at Dongaba. 
Well ] don't know, perhaps they will build upstairs for us. 

The point I am stressing of Divide and Rule—I don't say 
don't move, but 1 am saying this so that every action you 
take you may be sure of what you are doing. I have seen this 
at aplacewewere at—come Mike, give me the name—ja, 
its LETLOGO. The people there were loaded on trucks, 
but they were not even dumped at the place they had been 
told they were going to. They were just thrown on the open 
veld. Only because they were tough and united, they woke 
up, took their tables, and returned where they came from. 

Now, at this moment I am speaking to you, those people 
have cement houses, lit with gas. What the government 
won't say is that you have fought and won. In 
Grahamstown, Fingo village, people have fought there in 
broad daylight until the government gave up. 

So if there arc informers here at the meeting please tell 
us, don't let that bother you . . . We arc not afraid to be ar
rested, if that's what you want. Our wives will stay and feed 
the children. You mustn't be afraid to be arrested, because 
you know you are doing what is right. If my wife can cry 
after my death for Mgwali, Fd come out of my coffin, beat 
her up, and go back into my grave again. Because your 
grave will speak for you, it will preach what you are preach
ing. 

MR KOSANI — MRA committee member, accuses the 
headmen: 

I am a committee member here in the village and I saw at 
one stage that a fence was missing. When I asked people, 
they didn't know who had taken it. But after investigation I 
found that our headman here in our village had taken the 
fence. 

The reason he gave is that he saw the fence was down and 
he thought the river would wash it away. So I knew that the 
excuse didn't apply because even gates fall down and after 
some time you put them up. I can't understand how a fence 
can go missing because of a river. 

On chopping wood: the headman used to tell the people 
in the village that a certain veld has been opened for chop* 
ping wood. But today it doesn't go like that. AH of a sud
den, without any announcement as before, we see people 
chopping. 

I won't be too long, 1 just wanted to explain some of the 
things that happen here. Somebody will take over from 
here, because the sun will set if I must explain everything 
(clapping and cheers). 

MRPONYE 
I want to say to you about the Ciskeian government, that 
their resolutions are only made verbally, they are never 
written. What they do is to write everything in their heads, 
saying he is going to fools, only to find out that the fools are 
wiser than he thinks. Specially when this R252 came — they 
have clung to that (R252: regulation permitting detention 
indefinitely without trial). This place Mgwali makes me 
angry when I come to talk of it. At Village no 4 there is an 
unlawful thing that is being done there. There are new 
houses there. Some of the houses are even in the fields and 
on a commonage. I'm turning to all of you — all the people 
of this meeting — to pass a resolution to strip Dyosi of his 
headmanship. I'm not saying this thing on the side, they are 
present and I say it to them. 

• . - ' • • ' ' • • ' ' * ' " : L - " ' " 

At question time MR SAM announced: 
All right. Everyone with a question can ask, whether you 
are asking on the first issue, the removal, or about social 
conditions. 

You can't tell us you are dying of hunger, we all know 
that. Another person who has a question can stand up and 
ask. 

People of Mgwali, you have heard that people have been 
going up and down to Cape Town, Joburg, Ermelo. You 
also heard that the interest of the headmen is not in people 
but in their stoves, tanks, wires and cattle, and so on. Then 
what do you say about that? 

Shouts of: They must go, they must go. 

MRS VICTORIA BAZI 
Sorry people, there is this point I want to make. I'm of the 
opinion that they must be removed. They have done no
thing for the people. You take a case to them and the head
man discusses the case with himself and it ends there — you 
will never know the result. 

__ 
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arising from whatever quarter — to 
crush the MRA and generally instil 
enough fear to bring the villagers to 
heel. 

If that's true, it failed spectacu
larly. The MRA say people lined up 
afterwards to join their organisa
tion. Waverers on the subject of re
moval were convinced by the raid's 
brutality that they would not like to 
live in the Ciskei. No membership 
drive could have been so persuasive. 
The vast and indignant reaction ac
ross South Africa — for the story 
was headline news — also gave resi
dents new courage. 

Ciskei justifies the raid 
The raid was widely publicised, 
mainly due to the efforts of the PFP 
who called for the release of the de
tainees and demanded that the 
Minister of Law and Order Louis de 
Grange and the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Pik Botha conduct an urgent 
investigation into the matter. PFP 
MP Errol Moorcroft tabled ques
tions in Parliament and the PFP's 
Cape Provincial caucus condemned 
the raid by homeland police into 
South African territory as tan
tamount to anarchy. Errol Moor
croft and Andrew Savage undertook 
a fact-finding trip to Mgwali. 

In response senior police made 
statements from Ciskei and RSA 
that did not hang together. The head 
of the Border Security Police, Col A 
P van dcr Merwe, said he had no 
knowledge of the raid, while Col 
Zebulon Makukeni, head of the Cis
kei Security Police confirmed the de
tentions. The SAP and SA Security 

interrogated Myoli and investigated 
the whole case as soon as the de
tainees were back home. Le Grange, 
RSA Minister for Law and Order 
was clearly in an awkward situation. 
RSA could not claim to have 
sanctioned the raid — certainly not 
after Van der Merwc's denial — and 
the SAP were so furious about it that 
they actually urged Mgwalians to 
phone their Stutterheim station, not 
Bolo, if another raid happened 'be
cause they will have to go west to get 
back to the Ciskei and we can set up 
a road block'. Le Grange then as
serted that the raid was illegal. RSA 
was responsible for policing Mgwali, 
he said. 

Ciskei challenged this. They 
claimed that Ciskei and RSA had ag
reed at the time of Ciskei indepen
dence' that the Ciskei should ad
minister and control Mgwali and the 
other 'black spot' areas in the White 
Corridor. 'The agreement was for an 
initial period of 12 months, to be re
newed on the basis of six months 
written notice to the effect by either 
government.' 

The statement continued: 'In due 
course the original agreement lapsed 
and at some later date, following an 
inquiry from the Ciskei government 
the government of South Africa in
dicated by telex that they wished to 
renew the agreement for a further 
indefinite period. 

'No further action was taken by 
cither government lo conclude or 
renew the agreement and hence the 
status quo prevails. 

'In the meantime, while the agree-

Above and opposite, Wartburg — 
a typically beautiful black spot, 
fertile, watered and uncrowded. 

ment had lapsed, the Ciskei Govern
ment has continued to administer 
the area, providing for education, 
health and other services in the in
terests of the people of Mgwali.' 

Louis le Grange confirmed that 
the agreement existed as Ciskei had 
described and that it had come into 
effect on December 4,1981, enabled 
by the provisions of Section 20(2) of 
the Black Laws Amendment Act of 
1978. Administrative control of Mg
wali lay with Ciskei, and judicial 
control with Stutterheim and East 
London (ie with RSA). 

The process and basis of this ag
reement is being explored. Its impli
cations are far-reaching for those 
discussing the tactical range they can 
use to fight removal. Currently the 
Ciskei controls Mgwali through the 
Zibula Tribal Authority headed by 
Paramount Chieftainess Nolizwe 
who has never been accepted by the 
Mgwalians and who does not even 
live there. 

Ciskei denies complicity in the re
moval 
Ciskei's Director of Planning, Gary 
Godden, says 'It was only by omis
sion that Mgwali was not included in 
Ciskei when her boundaries were 
finalised', yet he denies that Ciskei is 
behind the removal. Ciskei had 'al
ways adopted a position of total 
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neutrality when it comes to remov
ing people from their ancestral 
homes. It is implementation of 
South African Government policy, 
not Ciskei's, that requires the 
move/ (EP Herald. 1.6.84) 

The Ciskei Department of 
Foreign Affairs, as reported in the 
Daily Dispatch of March 17, 1984, 
appeared to link the administration 
agreement, the work of *chieftai-
ness' Nolizwe (in effect, the pro-re
moval agent in Mgwali together with 
the Planning Committee) and tacitly 
the removal programme itself with 
RSA/Ciskei dealing on land. One of 
the less gnomic parts of the state
ment runs: 'South Africa should own 
up for the controversy over (he Mg
wali issue as it is a result of the RSA*s 
delaying tactics in solving the land 
issue/ This accords with rumours 
that Ciskei is accepting the 10 000 
people from MgwaliAVartburg (re
leasing their 'black spots* for white 
RSA) in exchange for some farms 
still to be consolidated into Northern 
Ciskei. 

If this is correct, then as usual the 
practice of RSA/bantustan dealing 
reflects the basically unified political 
policy to be expected of bodies that 
all lie essentially within a single 
South African regime. 

In terms of the Swart Commission 
Report of January 1984 which Ciskei 
has accepted, Sebe should now de
mand that RSA pays Ciskei R5 000 
per imported family (for a house) 
and R15 000 per imported adult 
male (to create a job). 

Theoretically this ^riccs the white 

corridor removals out of existence 
— the jobs bill alone, just for Mg-
wali/Wartburg (at roughly 2 500 
adult males) would be R37'^m. But 
Ciskei is unlikely to demand any
thing. Funded by Pretoria, it cannot 
oppose RSA policy, which the ban-
tustans are chiefly designed to serve 
and justify. 

This does not mean that there are 
not contradictions. The raid reveals 
how far and how easily RSA and the 
bantustans can clash. This is an area 
of constant interest to resisters in 
communities threatened with re
moval. 

Ciskei t o aid removal : teacher 
transfers a new pressure 
In March 1984 three Mgwali 
teachers were told to transfer at once 
to schools within Ciskei. As RSA/ 
Ciskei had confirmed, the Mgwali 
schools fell under the Ciskei Dept of 
Education, and so these transfers, 
however questionable their motive, 
could not be attacked on legality. 

Two of the transfers applied to Mr 
M T Sam, vice-principal of 
Cwengcwana Primary, and Mrs 
Irene Hanjana, principal of Zibula 
Primary- Mr Sam is an MRA com
mittee member, and Mrs Hanjana 
belongs to the great Gija landown
ing family which fully commits itself 
to fighting removal. 

The transfers were technically ir
regular, suggestive of hasty bureauc
ratic pressure in mid*March—possi
bly to reinforce the appearance of 
Ciskei control after the thuggery of 
the raid, or to back up Ciskef s insis

tence that Mgwali is virtually a ban-
tustan spot and in practical terms a 
continuation of the banlustan territ
ory. Mr Sam was instructed to report 
to a Peddie school on March 14, two 
days BEFORE he was notified of 
the transfer, Mrs Hanjana was ex
pected to report at a Middledrift 
school on March 14, the day she re
ceived the notice. 

In the event, neither of these two 
teachers has accepted transfer. No 
reasons were given for moving them, 
and they and the MRA group arc 
convinced the aim was to weaken 
Mgwali facilities, intimidate the 
other teachers, and withdraw two 
strongly placed campaigners against 
removal. 

'Removal by signature' 

The pro-removal team, notably 
Nolizwe, Taylor Bcvu and the two 
headmen Dyosi and Myoli of the 
PC, launched a signature campaign 
on March 27, 1984. As Nolizwe put 
it, people who wanted to move to 
Frankfort were to be urged to sign 
their names on lists to be taken 
round the villages by members of the 
TA/PC 

From the first the MRA expected 
that special pressures would be used 
— for example, that tenants would 
be beguiled by the hope of getting 
land at Frankfort. But they did not 
anticipate such reports as they re
ceived: that the headman Dyosi 
would warn people in Villages 4 and 
5 that the Ciskei police would come 
and shoot them dead at midnight if 
they didn't sign Nolizwe's list; that 
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Taylor Bevu would call on all the 
school staffs to sign by saying this en
sured them their jobs in the event of 
a move (with the veiled threat that 
they would lose their jobs if they 
didn't sign) — and pretend that his 
paper came from Pretoria when in 
fact the folded-over letterhead said 
Zibula Tribal Authority. 

As brazen as any of these ploys 
was what Nolizwe herself said at the 
first meeting. She urged all the un
employed to sign, and she would 
find them jobs at Frankfort. 
Mothers were even told to write to 
their sons living outside Mgwali if 
they wanted their sons to be given 
work, telling these men to sign the 
lists too. The bankruptcy of this 
promise by Nolizwe was probably 
not all that apparent at first, espe
cially among groups in need of work 
and so ready to hope that it could be 
true. 

Nobody was allowed to ask ques
tions at the meeting, attended by 
about 500. Nolizwe held the reins 
firmly — and "she said some voet-
saks to the crowd'. Without delay, 
the MRA had a leaflet prepared and 
3 000 copies shared out among the 
villagers in Mgwali and Wartburg. It 
warned people that the TA/PC were 
getting signatures by any means — 
death threats, promising jobs, 
threatening loss of jobs — and that 
these lists could then be cited as evi
dence of accepting removal. Its part
ing shot was this: 

'We say to you, the people in Mg
wali, Heckel and Wartburg: 
Don't sign those lists for jobs or 
anything else. They arc a trick to 
strip you of your stand in refusing 
to go to Frankfort. If you really 
want to go, then go. But re
member, if you have no land in 
Mgwali you won't get it in 
Frankfort either, except for a 
small house plot. You will not be 
able to grow enough food. This 
will be even more serious for your 
family if you have no job. This is 
what other people pushed into re
settlement sites in the Ciskei have 
found. Nolizwe, you have never 
helped us or spoken for us, only 
for the government, and now you 
have used rude words to insult us. 
Go away from Mgwali with your 
Ciskeian supporters, and leave 
the rest of us in peace. May the 
Lord help us to stay in our be
loved home Mgwali.' 

Bevu's hardline approach to the 
schools happened so early and so 

fast, most of four staffs uneasily 
added their names to his list. One re
sourceful teacher, Mrs Wotshela, 
added after her name 'I am not pre
pared to go to Frankfort.' Others in 
the villages were induced to sign too, 
but the leaflet and a lot of hard talk
ing kept a great many from submit
ting their names. 

The new resistance groups 
The MRA are mobilising more 
widely in the community now. Their 
youth wing started in March 1983 
and their women's group in Feb
ruary 1984. (see box) 

Both these groups draw a lot of 
people into active support against 
removal. They also merge this work 
with other ongoing interests and 
goals in Mgwali itself—sports prog
rammes, relief schemes, educational 
support, etc — and so make resis
tance a productive feature of daily 
life and not a drain and a distraction. 

Another virtue of these groups is 
their scope for linking Mgwali to 
other communities under threat — 
the rugby team plays away matches, 
for example, and their underlying 
theme travels with them wherever 
they go, even in their songs: 

Mgwali is my home, I will never 
leave Mgwali, I will die here. And 
those who remove me from my 
home, those who police my future 
in my home, they should go to 
hell. We are not going anywhere, 
we are staying here until God 
comes, forever. 

The wider contact will be increas
ingly valuable now, with other 
White Corridor communities be
coming more interested in develop
ing a common resistance. 

Towards a wider stand 
Mgwali's first move has been to
wards Wartburg, an old Lutheran 
mission area nearby with four vil
lages (c 3 000 people). Wartburg 
and Mgwali have been treated as one 
for the Frankfort removal, and both 
contend with the Zibula TA/PC 
pressures (coercion into taking out 
CNIP membership and so on). Wart
burg have taken a strong stand on 
the whole, but until now have 
tended to work on th^ir own. 

In an inspiring symbol of united 
resistance, the monthly church ser
vice on removals held in the historic 
old church in Mgwali ever since 1981 
— in lieu of protest meetings, which 
are banned — was for the first time 
moved to the equally historic old 

Lutheran church in Wartburg in 
May 1984. Mgwalians arrived in 
their combis and cars, complete with 
banners, and took a prominent part 
in the service. 

Mgwali/Newlands workshop on 
removal had been held shortly be
fore, and Ncwlands was also rep
resented at the May service. Ncw
lands is a huge tribally owned 'black 
spot', an old mission area further 
south in the Corridor over the road 
from Mdantsane. (Population 
roughly 16 000) 

People also came to the service 
from Kwelerha, another tribally 
owned area near East London with 
four villages. Earlier in the month a 
Kwelerha delegation had visited 
Mgwali to discuss strategies. 

These are just the first moves in 
what many people hope will become 
an integrated stand against removal, 
from the one end of the Corridor to 
the other. The MRA committee rec
ognises that communities differ — 
but not in fundamentals, they say. 

Resistance is one and the same 
thing because in whatever form, 
what people are resisting is the tak
ing away of their RIGHTS — 
whether land, or houses in towns 
or other areas, it is one and the 
same. 

(Wilson Fanti, June 23, '84) 

March 30. Mgwali women dance out 
of Church, singing their protest 
against the proposed removal 
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THE MRA YOUTH ASSOCIATION 

We started this youth association of the MRA last 
year about March. It was when we realised that 
most of the youth don't come to the meetings 
held by the MRA, since they were taking them
selves as 'the young ones'. So we felt the best 
solution was to start our own organisation of the 
youth. We tried to approach them through 
sports. We started wi th rugby. We did win the 
youth . . . now we are about to start the project 
of netball, that even the girls should come to the 
struggle and unite to fight this removal. We are 
also keen to visit other areas so that we may 
learn from others. We would like to share ideas 
wi th those people so that we get from them 
whatever we can use. 

We have a problem w i th soccer because we are 
trying to get the poles and we have to make a site 
for a soccer field. We are busy trying to get over 
those problems. And the rugby, we bought jer
seys, new ones, in Apri l which cost us about 
R278. We made a collection f rom the youth, and 
at the same t ime we promoted some functions 
where we can raise the money for these jerseys. 
We have a sort of show, discos. They are held at 
night. So about 12 or 1 o'clock we switch off that 
radio or the kind of music that was playing there 
for us, and we speak to the people, tell the people 
our aims, tell the people what we don't like here 
in our community, more especially the issue of 
removal. We dress up our executive — that one 
wi l l speak, and that one and that one — only 
three people wi l l speak, and then the people wi l l 
be satisfied, because we don't want to speak the 
whole night. Sometimes they can get saturated. 
But every show that we hold there, there must be 
some speeches that must be directed to the 
people. Our main aim is to widen up their minds, 
to keep a light to their minds so that they should 
stand up and fight for their own rights, so that we 
wi l l never leave our land. 

We have an enrolment but we have not de
cided about the membership fee. Because once 
we talk about the membership fee the people 
wi l l just run away. So we wanted just t o bring 
them forward, close to us, we are still trying to 
unite them, and then afterwards they wi l l feel 
themselves that the fee is needed. 

I have a hope in the future of the youth group, 
that it wi l l spread to the other communities. We 
try to teach them how we started our struggle 
and how we have overcome some problems here 
and there and there. So the youth have those 
aims, want ing to visit other places now, even 
outside the Stutterheim area. 

We have the rugby, the soccer is coming, and 
netball for the girls, and we are to start boxing. 
Even now the boys are busy gymming, you 
know, getting some physical training in prepara
t ion for that boxing. Our problem is the boxing 
gloves, but we are going to get them. 

Mike Gija, Treasurer of the MRA Youth Assn 

Mgwali women 
THE MRA WOMEN'S GROUP 
Our organisation is the MRA women's side. At 
present I am nothing particular in it, I am just a 
member. We started in February 1984. 

When we meet as women, we discuss about 
our rejection of going away f rom Mgwali , be
cause Mgwali is our home, our place of birth. We 
want to be united in what we do, because if there 
is a gap between us they, our enemies, wi l l find a 
way to defeat us. 

We have met some difficulties: for instance, 
the headmen who are against the idea that we 
have meetings. One headman went ahead to call 
the police so that they may arrest the people in 
the night, since that headman said we hold meet
ings during the night. 

We received guests from Crossroads in Cape 
Town who did some workshops w i th us. We 
learnt a lot from the workshops, because they 
brought us a good number of plans. Through the 
workshops we have won some people f rom the 
camp that said they want to move from Mgwali . 

These meetings that we hold, we call them tea 
parties. We do not invite people just f rom a cer
tain part of Mgwali , but f rom the whole of Mg
wal i . We circulate our meetings f rom the one 
area to the other. One week we are in one village, 
the next week we are in the next village. Even 
people f rom other villages can come to another 
village where the meeting is. 

The house in which we hold our meetings be
comes ful l , although we don't know the numbers 
of the people. The president convenes the meet
ing, so we know it w i l l be held in So-and-So's 
house. At the end of each meeting we decide 
where we are going to hold the next meeting. 

We have devised some flags w i th words wr i t 
ten on them. For example, UMGWALI LIKHAYA 
— Mgwali is our home; ASOZE SIYE NDAWO — 
there is nowhere we can go, nowhere we want to 
move to; NKOSI NDINCEDE — God help us. 

What we usually do when we go to a meeting 
wi th Nolizwe is we take our flags and hold them 
up in front of her, and sing ASIYI NDAWO (we are 
not going anywhere), UMGWALI UKHAYA (Mg
wali is a home). At these meetings most people 
side w i th the people who have these flags. 

ThandiDyosi, Women's Group member 
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