
Drief ontein's origins — rooted in the 
days of horror after the Land Act 
Sol Plaatje explores countrywide upheavals after 1913 

Extract from the Harrismith Chronicle 

AN ANCIENT COUPLE. A venerable Native 
whose age is no less than 119 years , accom
panied by his wife, aged 98, and a son who is ap
proaching 80, left Harrismith on Tuesday by 
train for Volksrust. The old man acquired some 
property in the Transvaal, and is leaving this 
district to start a new home with as much in
terest in the venture as if he were a stripling of 
20. The old lady had to be carried to the train, 
but the old man walked fairly firmly. The aged 
couple were the centre of much kindly atten
tion, and were made as comfortable as possible 
for their journey by the railway officials. It is 
difficult to realize in these days of rapid change 
that in the departure from the Free State of this 
venerable party we are losing from our midst a 
man who was born in 1794 and has lived in no 
less than three centuries of time. Good luck to 
them both; may they still live long and prosper! 

• Sol Plaatje comments, 'The paper's refer
ence to this case will also illustrate the easy man
ner in which these outrageous evictions were re
ported in white newspapers. There is no refer
ence to the sinister undercurrent and hardships 
attending these evictions. 

Now, as a matter of fact, this 'ancient couple' 
had not left the 'Free' State of their own free 
will. Their stock had been expelled from their 
grazing areas, and they were told that they 
could only continue to graze if the centenarian 
tenant agreed to supply a certain number of 
labourers to work on the landowner's farm and 
with his sons ceased to do any ploughing as ten
ants. 

Happily the aid of Providence in the case of 
this 'ancient couple' was speedy, as the old 
people quickly found an asylum on the farm 
(Driefontein) of Mr P K I Seme, a native sol
icitor in the Transvaal. 
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The northward march of the voortrekkers was 
a gigantic plundering raid. They swept like a 
desolating pestilence through the land, blasting 
everything in their path, and pitilessly laughing 
at the ravages from which the native races 
have not yet recovered. Their governments 
were founded on the principle that is subversive 
of all Christian ethics, that the coloured man 
was entitled to no recognition either in Church 
or State. Cruelty and oppression amounting to 
serfdom were, and still are, the outstanding 
features of the Free State. And he would be a 
bold man who would assert that the native 
races have progressed at all as a result of 
contact with the white man in the Free State. 
Progress could not be looked for under such 
circumstances, for nowhere are there any 
signs that the Free State was ever inspired by 

altruistic motives. 
Sol Plaatje 

The Land Act legacy 70 years later 
MR SAUL MKHIZE said he would die at 

Driefontein and he did die at Driefontein. I will 
die at KwaNgema farm like Mkhize died at Driefon
tein. I will never move from KwaNgema, never be
fore I die. 

I say thank you very much to The Black Sash for 
holding these two placards which say 'Stop all 
Moses Ngema speaks for KwaNgema (one of the three 

removals'. If the government can listen to us, we 
will say thank you to Saul Mkhize who died for us. 
But if the government doesn't listen, gentlemen 
we'll die, all of us there. We'll never leave Mkhize, 
because they killed Mkhize. He has the key of the 
car, and the car will never move without a key. 
Mkhize died with the key of the car, and they will 
never move that car, never. 

Driefontein farms) at the Sash Vigil in June 1983 
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