
The days of 

Pixley ka Seme — editor, attorney, later to 
become President General of the ANC, 
chairman of the Native Farmers' Association 

Founder of Driefontein — 1912 

The greatest success shall come when man 
shall have learned to co-operate, not only 
with his own kith and kin but with all peoples 
and with all life. 

from Native Union 
by Pixley ka Isaka Seme, 1911 

2 THE BLACK SASH — August 1983 

THE GIANT is awakening! From the four 
corners of the earth Africa's sons, who 

have been proved through fire and sword, are 
marching to the future's golden door bearing 
the records of deeds of valour done. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the day of great 
exploring expeditions in Africa is over! Man 
knows his home now in a sense never known 
before. See the triumph of human genius to
day! Science has searched out the deep things 
of nature, surprised the secrets of the most 
distant stars, made the world a vast whisper
ing gallery, and has brought foreign nations 
into one civilized family. 

The brighter day is rising upon Africa. Al
ready 1 seem to see her chains dissolved, her 
desert plains red with harvest, her crowded 
cities sending forth the hum of business, and 
all her sons employed in advancing the vic
tories of peace — greater and more abiding 
than the spoils of war. 

Yes, the regeneration of Africa belongs to 
this new and powerful period! The basic fac
tor which assures their regeneration resides in 
the awakened race-consciousness. This gives 
them a clear perception of their elemental 
needs and of their undeveloped powers. 

The African people, although not a strictly 
homogeneous race, possess a common fun
damental sentiment which is everywhere 
manifest,... Conflicts and strife are rapidly 
disappearing before the fusing force of this 
enlightened perception of the true inter-tribal 
relation, which relation should subsist among 
a people with a common destiny. Agencies of 
a social, economic and religious advance tell 
of a new spirit which, acting as a leavening 
ferment, shall raise the anxious and aspiring 
mass to the level of their ancient glory. 

The regeneration of Africa means that a 
new and unique civilization is soon to be 
added to the world. The most essential depar
ture of this new civilization is that it shall be 
thoroughly spiritual and humanistic — in
deed a regeneration moral and eternal! 

from The Regeneration of Africa 
by Pixley ka Isaka Seme, April 5, 1906 


