
will immediately try and approach the cabinet and that if 
at all possible he will try and get a decision on the farm 
Skaapkraal within a week or ten days. You will ap
preciate that its not easy for the Minister just to go and er 
to, to raise an important issue like this in the cabinet and 
get a decision forthwith but the Minister promised to do 
his utmost to get the decision very soon. Now as soon as 
he has.got that decision the intention of the Minister is 
that it will again be conveyed to the people of Driefon-
tein and that will be done as soon as possible. 

It was also decided that if the two parties cannot find 
each other in this regard he will again talk to the rep
resentative groups. Now that in short is my message here 
this afternoon. Now there is a request here from the two 
parties.... The Chairmen of the two groups have decided 
that they would also like to address the group of people 
while we are here. So I would like you to afford them the 

opportunity also to listen to their side of it so that they 
can also negotiate with each other. 

Because the Minister tried very hard to get the two 
groups to reach a joint view upon this matter. Now I'm 
going to ask Mr Msibi first to give his view on the subject 
(Hisses). I want quiet at this meeting please. There are 
people (noise) not all people share the same views. I've 
given you what the Minister has said in this regard. I*m 
asking you now (noise) I'm asking this young man 
(noise) he's a young man he doesn't know (noise). 

The recording continues with speeches rejecting the 
move. When van Niekerk is challenged to call for a vote 
to establish how much support Msibi's group (pro move) 
has, he goes into a huddle with Msibi and ducks this. 
Transcript can be made if anyone is interested. Beauty 
Mkize speaks powerfully. 

Awaiting destruction 

Rural leaders address Sash vigil 
Johannes Mathopi, a leader of the 
Mathopistad community 

Iwas born in Mathopistad, I grew up in Mathopi
stad. I attended school there and I heard the story of 

the removals during 1962.1 was still a young boy dur
ing that time but I heard about the removals. 

The first place where these removals started was 
called Slapgaat in the district of Ventersdorp. People 
who stayed there were people with the name Nakane. 
They were first told that they mustn't have any more 
cattle in the new place, they must just have about five 
to ten cattle in their place because the grazing of that 
place was no good for them. So it happened that dur
ing 1962 there was a place called Molutistad, which is 
the place next to Mathopistad, which is the place, 
ElandsfOntein, that was also bought by the grand
fathers. Those people of Molutistad were moved out 
from that place and some of the men refused to leave 
because they said they had the right to stay because 
the government did not negotiate with them, and they 
didn't understand why must the government move 
them to send them to go and resettle in a dry place like 
Leedag, which is just next to Onderstepoort where 
the Mathopistad people should now be moved, re
settled. 

You know we are progressive people but our prog
ress has been halted by our so-called seniors, the 
commissioners who for many years have prevented us 
from developing our businesses, bus service and 
schools and who refused our application to build a 
clinic because they say we are to be moved. 

Now our people at Mathopistad are being 
threatened with removal, but I have seen what's 
happening in Leedag — people are starving, and 
most of the old people die because that place is very 

hot and has no water. I was introduced by somebody 
with the name of Mrs Maphike to the Black Sash. 

Mathopistad is a very nice place. We plough, we do 
a lot of fanning, we grow mealies, we grow sorghum, 
we have plenty water. We have our livestock. Our old 
people can maintain themselves by planting mealies 
and vegetables. So I'm afraid that the government is 
prepared to move Mathopistad people out of that 
place. 

Sam Mathopi 
I am Sam Mathopi from Mathopistad. I am working 
in Johannesburg. We supply the co-operative in 
Brits and most of our farmers' maize is rated 
number 1. We rarely get second grade. So that's 

After the daily prayers at ihe Sash vigil people stayed behind to talk — 
here Beauty Mkhize (widow of Saul), talks with Hendnk Aaron 
Mogoerane (brother of Thello Mogoerane, recently executed), 
Molly Sklaar and Simon Montsisi (brother of Daniel Montsisi, one of 
the 'Soweto II', recently released from Robben Island) 
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why really we find it very difficult for us to be 
removed to areas where we are going to struggle. 
Apart from that, what really concerns me mostly is 
the graves. You know 1 honour those graves more 
than I honour myself, and my father, because those 
people bought us a very fruitful farm. On that farm 
we have never suffered. 

Then came this threat of being removed. It is not 
a formal thing. The commissioner will just come 
'there, talk to one headman there, telling him that 
we are going to be removed. One thing really 
worries us. The minutes of our meetings are seldom 
sent to us. When we ask for them the commissioner 
he always says they will bring them. This thing really 
worries us. 

PRINGLE N O B O B E , leader of the 
Mgwali community 

THE GOVERNMENT has introduced 'electoral 
rights' to blacks, which means ethnic grouping 

and resettlement to the Homelands, which are 
pillars of injustice and detention. 

When we asked the Sebe Government for time to 
call a meeting to get a people's mandate re resettle
ment, Charles Sebe said, 'You want to call terrorists. 
If you speak against removals you will be detained', 
— and we were detained. Thank Heaven there were 
no mysterious deaths in those cells.* 

While in detention Mr Nobobe said that he 
thought of the history of his people, how they had 
defended their land in nine frontier wars, how they 
had supported South Africa with 'blood and sweat' 
through two World Wars and how they had been 
rewarded with a 'refined system of pass laws.' 

He outlined the Mgwali Residents' Association's 
efforts to resist relocation in the face of considerable 
harassment and intimidation. 

He concluded 'The blanket of shadow over our 
heads makes me to loathe the day the sun turns 
black. Before we get there, please repent. Mr 
chairman, ladies and gentlemen, thank you for 
listening to my strained ideals. 

• (Black Sash members in the Eastern Cape report 
continuous pressure on Mgwali to accept the 
removal. They say that old people have been 
frightened by government agents moving through 
the area and spreading the idea that resisters would 
lose their pensions. It has apparently been hinted by 
these same agents that anyone with something to 
lose will risk loss if they oppose removal. Every few 
weeks people are taken to the police offices for 
general questioning. The Branch is forever shadow
ing MRA people and activities, even church services. 
Special Branch road blocks are another harassment. 
The Mgwalians have not been allowed to hold any 
meetings on removal. The subject may not be aired 
publicly at all: only church services are allowed and 
people are deterred even from these. Nolizwe whom 
the government set up as chieftainess (though she is 
unwanted and uninstalled) blocks all debate on 
resettlement among 7,000 people who don't want to 
move. 

The MRA see no real difference in the policies of 
South Africa, Ciskei and Transkei. 

Petition to King George V, from the South 

African Native National Congress, 

July 201914, (published in the Cape Argus) 

* that petitioners say that when their 
forebears submitted themselves to 
the rule of the British Government, 
and paid homage to them, they fully 
accepted the Sovereignty of Great 
Britain and no other, but fully believed 
that their land would be reserved for 
them, and that they would have the 
full right of British subjects, more 
especially with regard to the posses
sion of land and all the rights incident 
thereto. 

* that petitioners have never be
grudged members of the white race, 
who are British subjects, getting a 
share of the land, but protest most 
strongly and solemnly against being 
gradually squeezed out of rights to 
and in the land, and claim that the na
tives should be put into possession of 
land in proportion to their numbers, 
and on the same terms and condi
tions as the white race. 

* the natives are the original denizens 
of this land, and the white races came 
and located themselves alongside 
the native in their own land, and it was 
not the native who went to the white 
man's country and located himself 
alongside the white man. 

* the natives most solemnly protest 
against any policy which will drive 
them into conflict with the white 
races, for it would be to the serious 
disadvantage of both, and they sub
mit that a policy of segregation and 
separation will immediately lead to 
such conflict 
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