
The rewards of lifelong service 
and dedication—Gandar, Sparks, Louw 

The Black Sash honours Ray Louw at lunch at Jean Sinclair's, 
(I to r Ray Louw, Cecil Payne, Bishop Tutu, Neil Duncan) 

When Laurence Gandar 
went we had a 
party for him. 

When it was 
Allister Sparks' 
turn we had a 
protest meeting. 

Now we are having 
a party for 
Raymond Louw. 

Who's next? 

"We have gathered here today to pay tribute to a 
great man and a great editor, and to a valued friend 
and associate member of the Black Sash whom we 
love most dearly. Raymond Louw joined South 
African Associated Newspapers in 1944 and, apart 
from a few years gaining experience in post-War 
Britain, stayed with them until this year when he 
was prematurely retired. 

He was editor of the Rand Daily Mail from 1966 
to 1977; one of the greatest editors that the news
paper has ever had — which is saying something. 
He followed the courageous and outstanding 
Laurence Gandar. He held high the torch of Press 
freedom at a time when the English Press, and 
particularly the Rand Daily Mail, was under con
stant threat from Government. Despite the Govern
ment's smear campaign, under his editorship cir
culation rose from 104 000 to a record 160 000. 

The paper became internationally famous and 
respected and established a reputation for cour
ageous and enterprising journalism. It was some
thing truly South African of which we could all be 
proud. 

In 1977 Raymond was pushed upstairs. In man
agement, he proved to be a brilliant, innovative 
and popular administrator; but this year he was 
pushed right out. 
A newspaper is not simply a business enterprise. 
It is one of the estates of government in any society. 
In our society the Mail has represented rationality, 
tolerance and decency. It is an investment in a 
future for South Africa based upon reconciliation 
and peace. 

The creation of the Avowson Trust was seen as 
a public acknowledgement that the worth of this 

role of the Mail was recognised and would be 
safeguarded. 

Even if Ray Louw and Allister Sparks went for 
reasons not known to the general public, a great 
public corporation has a particular responsibility 
to be an example to other employers. On any basis 
Ihe manner of their going was simply distasteful 
and the resultant damage to the morale of this 
great newspaper concerns us all. — V 

Extract from speech made by Sheena Duncan at 
the Black Sash party for Ray Louw on Saturday, 
July 31, 1982 
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