
SASH letter to SAAN . . . 
The Chairman, 18th June 1981. 
Board of Management, 
South African Associated Newspapers. 
C /o Rand Daily Moil. P.O. Box 1138. Johannesburg 2000. 
Dear Sir. 

A t a pubJic meeting called by Ihe Black Sash on Monday, 8th June, a resolution was passed calling on the meeting t o appoint 
a deputation to convey to the members ot the Board of Management of SAAN and to the members ot the Advowson Trust the con
cern felt by those attending the meeting regarding tne dismissal of Mr Allister Sparks as editor of the Rand Daily Mail and the 
future policy of that crusading newspaper 

The deputation wil l consist of a representative of the Progressive Federal Party, the Institute of Race Relations, the Staff of 
the University of the Wttwatersrand. the SACC the Black Sash and possibly two or three others. 
We realise that it Will be difficult to find a date and time that will be convenient for all concerned, but would be very glad if you 
would name them preferably at some time between the 8th and 24th July. 

It would be much appreciated If you would provide an opportunity for discussion, to enable us to Indicate to you some of the 
misgivings we share with large sections of the general public. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. 
Yours Sincerely. 
JOYCE HARRIS, 
National President. 

• • • SAAN replies . . . 
Mrs Joyce Harris, 
National President, 
The Black Sash, 
Khotso House 42 De Villlers Street, Johannesburg 2001. 
Dear Mrs Harris, 

I must apologise for not writing to you before but I have only recently returned from an 
overseas tr ip. 

You say that at a meeting called by the Black Sash, concern was felt at the dismissal 
of Mr Sparks and the future policy of the Rand Daily Mail. 

Firstly, the dismissal of Mr Sparks is no concern of your movement, or any of the others 
who attended your meeting. It is purely a domestic matter and the appointment or dismissal 
of an editor or any other senior member of the stotf is at the discretion ot the Board of 
Directors. 

The second point you are concerned about Is the future policy of the Rand Daily Mail. 
You can rest assured that the dismissal of Mr SparKa will not stop the Rand Daily Mail giving 
reliaWe news on the current situation and the proud and long record it has as a guardian 
of civil liberties and (air play will continue. 

I trust that your fears have been set at rest and you will agree with me that there is no 
point in my meeting your deputation. 

Yours faithfully, 
I. G. MacPHERSON, 
Chairman. 

. • • SASH answers • • . 
REF. IGM/CVW. 23rd July 1901-
The Chairman, 
South African Associated Newspapers Un i ted , 
P.O. Box 1138, Johannesburg 2000. 
Dear Mr MacPherson, 

Thank you for your letter of 13th July. 
I regret that you see no point in meeting our deputation, tor I cannot agree either that the dismissal of Mr Sparks Is of no 

concern to readers of the Rand Daily Mail, or that the present form and direction of that newspaper should be expected to set our 
lears at rest. Your letter has only served to confirm the unease which prompted me to approach you in the first place on behall 
of my own and other organisations. 

There are inaccuracies in the Rand Daily Mail, and it Is our experience that it no lonfler exhibits the same scrupulous atten
tion to the verification of its facts as we have been accustomed lo in the past 

Although some of its editorials continue 'the proud and long record it has as a guardian of civil liberties and fair play' the 
quality of the paper has changed. It is no longer the crusader that it was, and the in-depth, researched, informative articles which 
were so much a feature have been considerably reduced. This is despite public assurances given by Mr Myburgh when he took 
office that there would be no change. 

Those of us who are still working for peaceful change in our country had come to rely on the Rand Daily Mail to take up 
thorny issues and to act as one of the few remaining bridges between black and white, one which still retained an integrity recog
nised by all. We believe that this is being sacriticed in the interests of business and profit-making, and that this is something the 
country as a whole can ill-afford. 

With regard to the dismissal of Mr. Sparks, I maintain that a newspaper cannot be equated with an ordinary business enter
prise, though If you do so you should be prepared to listen to the views of your 'customers'. 

However, a newspaper can and does exercise immense influence over the attitudes, and thus eventually over the actual shape 
of the society in which we live. For this reason members of the public are fully entitled to be concerned about the editorial policy 
of a newspaper and about the person ot its editor. 

When an editor of the recognised ability and calibre of Mr Sparks is summarily dismissed, for publicly stated reasons which 
do not appear to us to be either satisfactory or adequate, and having regard to the particular vulnerability of the Rand Daily Mail 
to Government pressure because ot the nature of its informed opposition to Government policy, then the matter becomes of very 
real concern to my movement and that of others who requested a meeting with your Board. 

Yours faithfully, 
JOYCE HARRIS, 
National President, 
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