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Patti Price 

P A T T I E PR ICE , foundation 
member of the Black Sash, died 
peacefully on June 1 at Simons-
town at the age of 85. Until a 
few months before her death 
she had been most active in 
Sash and other aftairs. Her en
thusiasm — especially for one 
of her age — was boundless. 
Unfortunately, about March this 
year she became frail. Her many 
fnends who loved and respected 
her were grateful for her peace
ful end. 

Although a dear friend of 
many years standing, not even 
I knew of the extent of her acti
vities during her lifetime. She 
was a lovely, charming lady — 
modest and unassuming — she 
seldom spoke of her wonderful 
past. 

Pathe was born in Sea Point but 
educated in Port Elizabeth. In 
her youth she was a champion 
hockey player and swimmer and 
until a few years ago a keen 
mountaineer and a member of 
the Mountain Club of South 
Africa. After her return from 
overseas she lived at Lakeside 
and then at Simonstown. 

She was, in her day, an ac
complished writer, lecturer, com
poser, journalist, broadcaster, 
musician and diseuse, and made 
a name for herself not only in 
South Africa but in America. 
France, Canada and Great Bri

tain. She was a prolific writer 
of letters to the Press and her 
letters were always sensible and 
courageous especially when 
drawing the attention of the 
readers to the plight of the un
derprivileged. After disaster had 
struck a fishing vessel off Stil-
baai in 1966. when 17 members 
of the crew were drowned. 
Pattie wrole to the Press advo
cating the formation of a sea 
rescue service similar to the 
Royai Lifeboat Institute of Great 
Britain. This eventually led to 
the formation of the National 
Sea Rescue Institute of South 
Africa in 1967 of which she, 
among others, became a foun
dation member, and for which 
in 1974 she was awarded a 
certificate from the State Presi
dent. She was also an Honorary 
Life Governor of the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institute of 
Great Britain and was also a 
member of the Simonstown 
Historical Society. 

Through her appeal to the 
Press and to the Navy League 
of South Africa in 1940 a start 
was made for the raising of 
funds to replace 3 lifeboats for 
the Royal National Lifeboat In
stitute of Great Britain. These 
three lifeboats saved a total of 
351 lives by 1954. 

Even at an advanced stage, 
when Ocean View Township was 
established, Pattie used to go 
there regularly to teach the 
children folk dancing and sing
ing. 

A dedicated member of the 
Sash, the False Bay Branch will 
miss her always wise and con
cise opinions on matters relat
ing to our work. 

Truly a wonderful, modest 
woman — one could write a 
book about her life — her 
memory will be cherished by 
those of us in the False Bay 
Branch and all one can say is 
"Rest in Peace, dear Pattie, 
your good deeds will live for 
ever". 

She donated her body to the 
Medical Science Department cf 
the University of Cape Town. 

LILY HERBSTEIN. 

A BILL OF 
RIGHTS 
FORSA 
Ethel Walt 
GHa Dyzenhaus 

THE necessity for a Bill of 
Rights arises from the demand 

by the people for protection 
against the abuse of power by 
governments. Throughout hislory. 
periods of economic or political 
repression have resulted in social 
upheavals, with concerted de
mands being made for the re
cognition of the fundamental 
rights of the people above, and 
often against the interests of the 
government in power. Bills of 
Rights are always indictments of 
regimes of the past, as well as 
promised safeguards against si
milar abuses by regimes of the 
future. 

The abuse of life and liberty in 
occupied Europe during World 
War Two has contributed to the 
emphasis being placed at present 
on the necessity for defining and 
protecting basic liberties, and en
trenching them within a Constitu
tion. This has found expression 
in the post war era, in such docu
ments as the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights, the Euro
pean Convention on Human 
Rights and the constitutions of 
many emergent states. Countries 
in Africa, whose memories of dis
crimination under colonial rule 
are still fresh in their minds, ^ave 
shown determination to ennunc-
iaie clearly the freedoms of the 
individual that need protection for 
all time against the whims of 
government. 

In the last half-century we have 
also witnessed the gradual but 
continuous encroachment of gov
ernment into more and more as
pects of private life — our own 
permit ridden society is an exam-
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pie of this. Another facet of 20th 
century political development has 
been the rise of the power of the 
Executive branch of government. 
with rule by decree supplanting 
parliamentary enactments. While 
this may make for speedier de
cisions in a complex modern so
ciety, it is at the same time Open 
to terrifying abuse. 

The greater the tendency to de
legate power from the legislature 
to the executive, the greater the 
necessity for protection of the 
fundamental rights of the people 
against the government of the 
day. These rights must be re
garded as inviolable and inalien
able, and the power of the gov
ernment to vary or abrogate such 
rights must be severely restricted 
in the Constitution of the country 
or a Bill of Rights incorporated in 
the Constitution. Strong safe
guards must be provided against 
changing entrenched rights with
out due consideration and agree
ment of the vast majority of the 
citizens. 

In a multiracial society such as 
South Africa with the large majo
rity of the population at present 
voteless and with a long and re
grettable history of discrimination, 
extending to every facet of the 
life of blacks, the necessity for 
protecting basic human rights 
against the self-interest of the rul
ing group, has become essential, 
with some form of change now 
accepted as inevitable, even in 
Government circles, this has be
come a matter of urgency, if 
change is not to be accompanied 
by violence. 

The Schlebusch Commission 
has now heard evidence for the 
better part of a year and is short
ly to present an interim report. 
Representations made to the 
Commission from several groups 
have incorporated a Bill of Rights 
in their proposals, not only to 
protect individual, but also mino
rity political and cultural groups, 
from abuse. This would obviate 
the fear expressed in certain 
quarters that the present domi
nant minority will in time suffer 
repression and discrimination at 
the hands of the newly enfranch
ised majority. 

Democracy in modern society 
is no longer simply a system of 

election representative govern
ment by the people for the peo
ple. It could well be argued that 
the measure of a democratic so
ciety is the degree to which in
dividuals, as well as minority and 
differing groups, are protected 
from discrimination and govern
mental abuse. If South Africa is 
to be a country in which all its 
inhabitants can live a free, peace
ful and productive life, and which 
can enjoy the respect of all the 
nations of the world, it is neces
sary to protect the rights of all its 
people and ensure the well being 
of all its many groups. 

'What is needed in South Afri
ca . . . a colour blind adherence 
to the basic principles and values 
favoured by the human rights 
ideal, . . . the entrenchment of 
those principles and values . . . 
by restricting their amendment or 
repeal to special circumstances 
and extraordinary procedures. 
South Africa is in a word, in want 
of a Bill of Rights which will allow 
entrenched protection to basic 
human rights and fundamental 
freedoms on the basis of equality 
and justice.' 

J , D. van der Vyver. 

It is not the purpose of this 
paper to present a proposed Bill 
of Rights for South Africa. The 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights has provided the frame
work for the Bill of Rights adopt
ed by many governments since 
1950. The major provisions of the 
Universal Declaration are summa
rized below. 

(HUMAN RIGHTS — Comments 
and Interpretations. A Symposium 
edited by UNESCO with an Intro
duction by Jacques Maritain) 
Pages 274-280. 
Article 1. 
'All human beings are born free 
and equal in dignity and rights.' 
Article 2. 
1. "Everyone is entitled to all the 
rights and freedoms set forth in 
this Declaration, without distinc
tion of any kind, such as race, 
colour, sex. language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national 
or social origin, property, birth or 
other status.' 
Article 3. 
'Everyone has the right to life, 
liberty and security of person.' 

Article 4. 
'No one shall be held in slavery 
or servitude . . .' 
Article 5. 
'No one shall be subjected to 
torture or to cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punish
ment.' 
Article 6. 
'Everyone has the right to recog
nition everywhere as a person 
before the law.' 
Article 7. 
All are equal before the law and 

are entitled without any discrimi
nation to equal protection of the 
law.' 
Article 8. 
Everyone has the right to an ef

fective remedy by the competent 
national tribunals for acts violat
ing the fundamental rights grant
ed him by the constitution or by 
law.' 
Article 9. 
'No one shall be subjected to ar
bitrary arrest, detention or exile.' 
Article 10. 
'Everyone is entitled in full equal
ity to a fair and public hearing by 
an independent and impartial tri
bunal, in the determination of his 
rights and obligations and of any 
criminal charge against him.' 
Article 11. 

1. 'Everyone charged with a penal 
offence has the right to be pre
sumed innocent until proved guilty 
according to law in a public trial 
at which he has had all the gua
rantees necessary for his de
fence.' 

Article 12. 
'No one shall be subjected to 
arbitrary interference with his pri
vacy, family, home or correspon
dence, nor to attacks upon his 
honour and reputation.' 
Article 13. 

1. 'Everyone has the right to free
dom of movement and residence 
within the borders of the State.' 

Article 15. 
1. Everyone has the right to a 
nationality.' 
2. 'No one shall be arbitrarily de
prived of his nationality nor de
nied the right to change his na
tionality.' 
Article 16. 
1. Men and women of full age, 
without any limitation due to race, 
nationality or religion, have the 
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right to marry and to found a fa
mily.' 
3. 'The family is the natural and 
fundamental group unit of society 
and is entitled to protection by 
society and the State.' 
Article 17. 

1. 'Everyone has the right to own 
property alone as well as in as
sociation with others.' 
2. 'No one shall be arbitrarily de
prived of his property.' 
Article 18. 
'Everyone has the right to free
dom of thought, conscience and 
rel igion/ 
Article 19. 
•Everyone has the right to free
dom of opinion and expression; 
this right includes freedom to hold 
opinions without interference and 
to seek, receive and impart infor
mation and ideas through any me
dia and regardless of frontiers.' 

Article 20. 
1. 'Everyone has the right to free
dom of peaceful assembly and 
association.' 
2 . 'No one may be compelled to 
belong to an association.' 

Article 21 . 
1. 'Everyone has the right to take 
part in the government of his 
country, directly or through freely 
chosen representatives.' 

2. 'Everyone has the right of 
equal access to public service in 
his country.' 

3. 'The will of the people shall be 
the basis of the authority of gov
ernment; this will shall be ex
pressed in periodic and genuine 
elections which shall be by uni
versal and equal suffrage and 
shall be held by secret vote or 
by equivalent free voting proced
ures.' 

Article 22. 
'Everyone, as a member of socie
ty, has the right to social securi
ty, and . . . the economic, social 
and cultural rights indispensable 
for his dignity and the free de
velopment of his personality.' 
Article 23. 

1. 'Everyone has the right to 
work, to free choice of employ
ment, to just and favourable con
ditions of work and to protection 
against unemployment.' 
2. Everyone, without any discri

mination, has the right to equal 
pay for equal work.' 
3. 'Everyone who works has the 
right to Just and favourable re
muneration . . . " 

4. 'Everyone has the right to 
form and to join trade unions for 
the protection of his interests.' 
Article 26. 
1. 'Everyone has the right to edu' 
cation. Education shall be free, 
at least in the elementary and 
fundamental stages. Elementary 
education shall be compulsory.' 
Article 29. 

1. 'Everyone has duties to the 
community in which alone the free 
and full development of his perso
nality is possible.' 
2. 'In the exercise of his rights 
and freedoms, everyone shall be 
subject only to such limitations 
as are determined by law solely 
for the purpose of securing due 
recognition "and respect for the 
rights and freedoms of others and 
of meeting the just requirements 
of morality, public order and the 
general welfare in a democratic 
society.' 

A Bill of Rights firmly entrench
ed in the Constitution points 
eventually towards an ideal socie
ty. This type of idealism is salut-
ory in an imperfect world, but 
idealism must also be translated 
into practical reality. A free socie
ty presupposes the existence of 
several other factors at the same 
time, such as a willingness on the 
part of government to rule within 
the framework of the Constitution, 
and a general respect in that par
ticular society for the dignity and 
welfare of the individual. 

'No single mode of protection 
is likely to suffice but constitu
tional guarantees in a Bill of 
Rights provide a desirable basic 
foundation, defining enforceable 
minimum standards for govern
ment action by laws and execu
tive acts (and even for private 
conduct in key areas, such as 
discrimination).' 

Professor James Read. 

Human Rights: The Cape Town 
Conference, P174. 
For a Bill of Rights to fulfil its 
purpose, it is necessary to pro
vide in constitutional planning 

for a strong and independent ju

diciary which orders Its legitima
cy from the faith and trust placed 
in it by the people. The officers 
of the judiciary must of necessity 
be drawn from the most learned 
and experienced lawyers in the 
land, and although they would be 
appointed by the government, the 
American experience has shown 
that presidential preferment does 
not necessarily create friends in 
the judiciary. The judges guard 
their independence fiercely. In 
our system of government, the 
concept of judicial review of law 
is somewhat foreign, and would 
demand new and flexible think
ing. 

It goes without saying that a 
Bill of Rights would be less ef
fective if the public and public 
servants were not educated in its 
use, particularly if government it
self were intent on breaching 
these fundamental rights. Perhaps 
other offices, such as that ot om
budsman or commissioners on as
pects of rights might also be 
needed to make it truly effective. 
But above all, the most potent 
force for enlightment is the free
dom to publish information and 
differing viewpoints, whether ver
bally or in private. The more di
verse the society, the greater the 
necessity for expressing and de
bating differing points of view, 
and there is no more effective 
way than through a free and open 
press. 

Freedom of speech, freedom of 
worship, freedom from want and 
freedom from fear — all these 
make up the modern democracy. 
They belong to the people and 
they must be protected. 
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