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Patti Price 

P A T T I E PR ICE , foundation 
member of the Black Sash, died 
peacefully on June 1 at Simons-
town at the age of 85. Until a 
few months before her death 
she had been most active in 
Sash and other aftairs. Her en
thusiasm — especially for one 
of her age — was boundless. 
Unfortunately, about March this 
year she became frail. Her many 
fnends who loved and respected 
her were grateful for her peace
ful end. 

Although a dear friend of 
many years standing, not even 
I knew of the extent of her acti
vities during her lifetime. She 
was a lovely, charming lady — 
modest and unassuming — she 
seldom spoke of her wonderful 
past. 

Pathe was born in Sea Point but 
educated in Port Elizabeth. In 
her youth she was a champion 
hockey player and swimmer and 
until a few years ago a keen 
mountaineer and a member of 
the Mountain Club of South 
Africa. After her return from 
overseas she lived at Lakeside 
and then at Simonstown. 

She was, in her day, an ac
complished writer, lecturer, com
poser, journalist, broadcaster, 
musician and diseuse, and made 
a name for herself not only in 
South Africa but in America. 
France, Canada and Great Bri

tain. She was a prolific writer 
of letters to the Press and her 
letters were always sensible and 
courageous especially when 
drawing the attention of the 
readers to the plight of the un
derprivileged. After disaster had 
struck a fishing vessel off Stil-
baai in 1966. when 17 members 
of the crew were drowned. 
Pattie wrole to the Press advo
cating the formation of a sea 
rescue service similar to the 
Royai Lifeboat Institute of Great 
Britain. This eventually led to 
the formation of the National 
Sea Rescue Institute of South 
Africa in 1967 of which she, 
among others, became a foun
dation member, and for which 
in 1974 she was awarded a 
certificate from the State Presi
dent. She was also an Honorary 
Life Governor of the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institute of 
Great Britain and was also a 
member of the Simonstown 
Historical Society. 

Through her appeal to the 
Press and to the Navy League 
of South Africa in 1940 a start 
was made for the raising of 
funds to replace 3 lifeboats for 
the Royal National Lifeboat In
stitute of Great Britain. These 
three lifeboats saved a total of 
351 lives by 1954. 

Even at an advanced stage, 
when Ocean View Township was 
established, Pattie used to go 
there regularly to teach the 
children folk dancing and sing
ing. 

A dedicated member of the 
Sash, the False Bay Branch will 
miss her always wise and con
cise opinions on matters relat
ing to our work. 

Truly a wonderful, modest 
woman — one could write a 
book about her life — her 
memory will be cherished by 
those of us in the False Bay 
Branch and all one can say is 
"Rest in Peace, dear Pattie, 
your good deeds will live for 
ever". 

She donated her body to the 
Medical Science Department cf 
the University of Cape Town. 

LILY HERBSTEIN. 

A BILL OF 
RIGHTS 
FORSA 
Ethel Walt 
GHa Dyzenhaus 

THE necessity for a Bill of 
Rights arises from the demand 

by the people for protection 
against the abuse of power by 
governments. Throughout hislory. 
periods of economic or political 
repression have resulted in social 
upheavals, with concerted de
mands being made for the re
cognition of the fundamental 
rights of the people above, and 
often against the interests of the 
government in power. Bills of 
Rights are always indictments of 
regimes of the past, as well as 
promised safeguards against si
milar abuses by regimes of the 
future. 

The abuse of life and liberty in 
occupied Europe during World 
War Two has contributed to the 
emphasis being placed at present 
on the necessity for defining and 
protecting basic liberties, and en
trenching them within a Constitu
tion. This has found expression 
in the post war era, in such docu
ments as the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights, the Euro
pean Convention on Human 
Rights and the constitutions of 
many emergent states. Countries 
in Africa, whose memories of dis
crimination under colonial rule 
are still fresh in their minds, ^ave 
shown determination to ennunc-
iaie clearly the freedoms of the 
individual that need protection for 
all time against the whims of 
government. 

In the last half-century we have 
also witnessed the gradual but 
continuous encroachment of gov
ernment into more and more as
pects of private life — our own 
permit ridden society is an exam-
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