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"THEREFORE It can be rightly 
said that human relations and 

national relations, as well as re
lations among the various econo
mic classes Involved here — and 
I would not say this H I did not 
believe It — have never been 
better at any stage in the history 
of South Africa than they are 

n now. 

—The Minister of Co-opera
tion and Development, 6th 
May 1980, Hansard, No. 12, 
Col.5 697. 

The eruption of the St. Helen's 
volcano in the State of Washing
ton, U.S.A., was proceeded for 
several months by rumblings and 
by a growing bulge on the north 
side of the mountain. Vulcanolo-
gists and seismologists were able 
in some degree to predict the 
eruption and warn the local in
habitants. Political seismologists 
in South Africa are able to warn 
South Africa, too. For several de
cades we have had had constant 
warnings of discontent accom
panied every few years by a minor 
eruption. The rumblings are now 
continuous and discontent flows 
over our country like red hot lava. 

Major industrial unrest, parti
cularly in the Western and Eastern 
Cape, and in Natal, the closure of 
some of the black universities and 
total breakdown at others; the 
frequent and prolonged boycotts 
of Coloured and Indian schools 
and the spread of these boycotts 
to some black schools; the boy
cott of red meat because of a 
strike in the meat industry in the 
Western Cape; and the boycott 
also in the Western Cape of 
buses, due to an increase in bus 
fares, are sure signs of the dis
content that is ravaging the coun
try. This exploded in June into a 
series of disasters in the Western 
Cape in which the official death 
toll stands at 32 and hundreds 
are injured. 

In addition to the internal 
rumblings we have now felt the 

blast of the Sasol and Natref ex
plosions and the chill of the abor
tive attack on Secunda. This is 
not the work of foreign invaders, 
but of South Africans, expatriates 
who have fled the country be
cause of apartheid and now 
proudly claim responsibility for 
the horror and the damage. Taken 
together the picture is full of fore
boding and gloom, and a deep 
depression is settling over all 
South Africans of every colour 
because of the lack of a positive 
hopeful response on the part of 
Government. 

It goes without saying that agi
tators are not needed to tell young 
black South Africans what their 
grievances are, and if indeed 
there are agitators what fertile 
soil their words fall upon. The un
rest in education is surely justi
fied when the young, whose as
pirations are no different to those 
of their white compatriots, see the 
difference in the expenditure on 
education, the quality of their 
physical environment at school 
and indeed at home, and know 
that their teachers are poorly 
trained for the most part, and 
certainly poorly paid even in 
comparison to similarly trained 
and not very well paid white 
teachers. The educational griev
ances are but one symptom of 
the entire misery of black life, un
enfranchised, subject to the 
whims of officialdom as to where 
they may live and work, discrim
inated against in rates of pay, and 
in every other facet of their lives. 

To add insult to the already 
substantial injuries of the inequi
ties under which they live, blacks 
now watch helplessly while their 
leaders are detained and haras
sed in other ways; even white 
church leaders who espouse their 
cause are harassed. 

A few sops are offered to the 
boycotting students such as hav
ing their schools repaired, which 
should have been done long ago, 
and better schools are promised 
for the future as well as a greater 

allocation of funds for text books. 
At the same time, with a great 

fanfare of trumpets and much 
self-congratulation, a new consti
tution is being devised for South 
Africa. But contrary to what the 
Nationalists claim in no way can 
this new constitution be described 
as encompassing the aspirations 
of the Coloured and Indian com
munities. Blacks are left out alto
gether except for the vague pro
mise of a black council that will 
consult with the President's Coun
cil. The President's Council is in 
itself a strange creation as it is 
nominated and not elected and 
therefore responsible to no one. 
Parliament itself will no longer be 
entirely representative as it is to 
have twenty nominated memoers. 
When will this Government realise 
that the rest of the world, let 
alone the majority of South Afri
cans, will not be satisfied until 
all South Africans participate in 
the election of government. 

A consultative President's Coun
cil will never replace the need for 
direct representation and direct 
participation in government. The 
new constitution is repudiated by 
all except the Nationalist Party 
and its hangers-on. The vast 
majority of South Africans are not 
interested in the new constitu
tional dispensation the National
ists have presented, and no 
amount of threatening or bullying 
or sulking en the part of our pre
sent rulers is going to force that 
majority to accept the Council 
with any degree of grace. 

For the rumblings to cease, for 
the flames to die down, for peace 
to reign and progress to be made. 
much has to be done in South 
Africa. Firstly, participation by all 
in the democratic process, and 
secondly, access for all to a right
ful share in the economy and the 
fruits of the economy. 

If this does not happen and 
happen soon we will all smother 
under the ashes of the volcano 
and be scorched by its fires. We 
have no option but to adapt or 
perish. 
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