
enough section of the community to make the laws 
impossible to implement: in South Africa the 
repressive machinery is so sophisticated that the 
degree of organisation needed to confront it was 
beyond the resources of African political organ
isations. 

Third, it can be contended that the basis of the 
South African social system rests on injustice. 
Even the more moderate demands of African po
liticians would require an overall restructuring 
of society, a process no white government would 
undertake willingly. 

The harsh reality is that while blacks limited 
themselves to constitutional protest, to isolated 
industrial struggles, to civil disobedience, they 
did not manage to present a serious challenge 

to the status quo. They did not present to white 
South Africans the most urgent and compulsive 
reason for social reform — that of self-interest* 

Not* on sources and further reading: 
Much of the material on which these ankles arc based 
was drawn from the two major studies of black South African 
political movements: Edward Roux*s Time Longer than Rope and 
Peter Walshes Tbe Rbe of Africa* Nationalise to So*th Africa. 
The following reading* might interest those who would like to 
follow up In greater detail some of the events discussed above. 
An excellent biographka] essay on Sol T» Plaatjc by Tim Couzcns 
is to be found in the Ilcincmann (1978) edition of Plaatie's novel 
MhudL Philip Bonner* article on T h e ICU, a case of self-
destruction' in SoMih African Labour History (edited by Eddie 
Webster) Is perceptive. Dan O'Meara's treatment of the 1946 
African Mine Workers* strike (South Africa* Labour Balletta, 
Vol I, no 101. The standard account by Leo Kupcr of Pawive 
Resistance km South Africa has not been superseded by anything 
better: unfortunately It is banned. One of the major stay-at-homes 
is discussed in my article on The Cape Town Troubles' in the 
Jomnal of Souther* Afrlcaa Studies (April 1978). 

Dear Sirs 
re: The Advocate-General Bill 

Jill Wentzel 

This letter to the chairman of the Select Committee on the Advocate-General Bill was written 
on befialf of he Black Sash. The subsequent legislation withdrew the most controversial clause 
in the Bill. However tfie Act still provides for serious restrictions on the freedom of the Press 
to report on matters of corruption or maladministration to be investigate by the Advocate General. 

W f E ask the Select Committee to recommend that 
the Government scraps the Advocate-General 

Bill and the basic thinking that goes with it. 
The Bill, in itself dangerous to democratic stab

ility, is unfortunately par t of an undemocratic 
process now well advanced in South African po
litical life: the process which leads public repre
sentatives to consider themselves above public 
criticism. In a proper democracy public office
bearers do not forget that they are public ser
vants and by the very nature of their office 
subject to public scrutiny. Public representatives 
should not seek to prevent 'rumour-mongering': 
rather to protect the public's right to investigate 
whether or not this should result in rumour
mongering. It is for Cabinet Ministers to respect 
the public and its Press : not vice versa. 

The Advocate-General Bill would have a de-
biliating effect on public life on two levels: 
1 The Advocate-General Bill seeks to protect 
officials from public scrutiny and criticism and 
seeks to restrict Press freedom. 

The Black Sash submits that the public have 
the right to be as sceptical of the Advocate Gen
eral of any other public official. History has 
taught that unless the Press is free to investigate 
whatever aspect of public life it sees fit, abuses 
will not only occur but will proliferate. 

The logical result of legislation such aw the 
Advocate-General Bill (read with the Police Bill) 
is the recent incident in Maputo when a Brazilian 
economist, who uncovered corruption among top 
government officials, was ordered by the authori
ties to blame minor officials and was imprisoned, 
interrogated and accused of spying when he re
fused to do so. 

2 The Advocate-General Bill would further gen
erate an atmosphere in which the public feels 
remote from the process of government and comes 
to accept this remoteness. In such an atmosphere 
it is easy for any type of totalitarian ideology 
to take root. Fearing the 'communist onslaught* 
as it does, the Nationalist Government should be
ware of adopting the undemocratic attitudes of 
that ideology. 

In this regard we urgently recommend that 
legislators avoid the use of phrases such as 'the 
safety of the State', and 'in the interests of 
State security': for this was the language of 
facism in Germany and Italy and is now the lan
guage of the Eastern bloc. 

We therefore ask not only that the Advocate-
General Bill be dropped but that the Government 
commit itself to a drastic rethink whereby it 
decides to promote and bolster the habits of 
democracy rather than destroy them. 

The Black Sash, August 1979 Die Swart Serp, Augustus 1979 


